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Local barber 
gives life story

Tillman lawsuit 
pitched by judge

Seniors face 
food insecurity

“Dinner church” 
finding its niche

What to do with 
oodles of apples

TIGERS MOVE 
TO 2-0 WITH 
BIG WIN 45-14

Latest news, 
online extras

Joe Davidson, recently 
retired from operating a 
home barbershop, shares 
the winding path that led 
him to entrepreneurship.   
HISTORY, 3B

John Tillman, CEO of the 
Illinois Policy Institute, 
plans to appeal ruling that 
throws out his challenge 
against state bonds.
STATE, 12B

Disability, poverty and 
failure within government 
programs mean that many 
elderly are not sure where 
their next meal will come 
from, if it arrives at all.
HEALTH, 7B

The Christian tradition has 
long been intertwined with 
one of communal dining, 
today Dinner Churches are 
expanding upon that.  
GRACE, 5B

Apples are the Swiss Army 
Knife of fruit, perfect for 
eating raw, frying, baking 
and saucing. 
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

The Paris Tigers took 
command from the 
opening kickoff and rolled 
to a 45-14 win  over LIC foe 
Casey-Westfield Friday at 
PHS. SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

Long wait for credits over
Financing completed on project to turn old Paris High School into senior apartments
BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

The final piece of financing 
for the renovation of the for-
mer Paris High School into 
new senior apartment units 
was announced this week by 
the state.

The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources an-
nounced the first four recip-
ients for its new statewide 
historic preservation income 
tax credit program, which en-
courages private investment 
to rehabilitate historic proper-
ties in Illinois.

This is the last of several 
financing initiatives that will 
allow the Illinois Laborers 
Home Development Corp. 
to actually start the construc-
tion project. Total investment 

to turn the hundred-plus year 
old building on South Main 
Street into 42 units of afford-
able senior apartments will be 
between $7 and $8 million, 
depending on final construc-
tion bids

It has been a long test of 
patience for the City of Paris, 
which initiated the project 
with the LHDC some two 
years ago, and Mayor Craig 
Smith breathed a sigh of relief. 

“We couldn’t be more ex-
cited to see the work finally 
cleared for action,” Smith said 
after receiving the news from 
Springfield Thursday.

Financing for the work in-
cludes several state tax credit 
programs including the one 
just announced, plus assis-
tance from the city using 

Downtown TIF Rehabilita-
tion District funds, and some 
remainder in the city’s eco-
nomic development revolving 
loan fund for street and park-
ing lot improvements, just 
south of the building.

Smith expects work to start 
by the end of this month, 
on what will be a year to 
18-month project. 

For this initial round of the 
Illinois Historic Preservation 
Tax Credit program, appli-
cations were received for 24 
historic properties in 11 dif-
ferent communities. A total 
of $9,750,000 in credits were 
assigned to the four successful 
projects in this first round.

In addition to the Paris 
High School renovation, the 
other three include reno-

vation of the former Hotel 
Belleville in Belleville into af-
fordable senior housing and 
ground floor retail space; the 
former Cook County Hos-
pital administration building 
into hotel, office and retail 
space; and the former nurs-
es’ quarters at the Hines V.A. 
Hospital into supportive vet-
erans housing.

Illinois joins 32 other states 
offering statewide historic tax 
credits, which are known to 
stimulate local economics. 
Private investment in con-
struction and rehabilitation 
expenses and their leveraged 
effects create more full-time 
and part-time jobs, the IDNR 
announcement states.

“The economic and cultur-
al benefits of returning histor-

ic buildings back to useful life 
ripple through local commu-
nities and economies,” said 
IDNR Director Colleen Cal-
lahan.

The former high school 
classroom building on Main 
Street between Crawford and 
Madison has been vacant 
since the Paris school district 
opened the new Paris Coop-
erative High School north of 
the city three years ago.

In a determined effort to 
preserve and reuse the old 
three-story building, the 
school district agreed to sell 
the downtown properties to 
the city for one dollar. In addi-
tion to the classroom building 
the city also owns and man-
ages the Eveland Gym, which 

See FINANCING, Page 8A

CURIOSITY FUELS CULTURAL EXCHANGE AT SCHOOL

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Worlds-apart high school students got together Wednesday, Sept. 4, at Paris High School. Left to right Nathan Ritter, 
Westin Ritter, Richard Lin and Justyn Allen. The Ritter twins were in Paris visiting their grandmother and wanted 
to experience a typical day in an American High School. They attend a German technical high school that prepares 
students to enter university as mechanical engineering students. Lin and Allen plan to study engineering after grad-
uating from PHS and served as hosts with the Ritters attending classes with them for the day.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A bit of a cultural exchange oc-
curred Wednesday, Sept. 4, at Paris 
High School. 

Nathan Ritter and Westin Ritter, 
17-year-old twin brothers from Ger-
many, wanted to experience a typical 
day in an American school and were 
paired with PHS students Richard 
Lin and Justyn Allen. The Ritters 
shadowed their hosts as they went to 
class and participated in other school 
activities.

PHS was picked because the twins’ 
mother, Sharon Stireck Ritter, is 
from Paris, and their maternal grand-
mother still lives here. The family was 
in town for a visit when the school 
day was arranged.

The German school system is dif-
ferent from the United States. Ac-
cording to the twins, there are three 
levels of high schools. Gymnasium 
serves as a middle ground teaching all 
subjects for a general-purpose educa-
tion. There is another tier below gym-
nasium, which they said has a less de-
manding curriculum. They attend a 
top-tier or technical high school.

“We are basically being prepared to 
study mechanical engineering,” said 
Nathan Ritter, adding they are not 
obligated to study engineering after 
entering university.

Like many 17 year olds, they hav-
en’t fully settled on what they want 
to do. Nathan Ritter is interested in 
biotechnology or perhaps computer 
programming. Westin Ritter is lean-
ing toward some type of engineering 
studies or pursuing a degree in phys-
ics.

Their hosts for the day plan to 
study engineering after graduating. 

Lin wants to pursue computer engi-
neering, which he described as half 
computers and half electrical engi-
neering.

Aerospace engineering is the path 
for Allen.

“My father is a civil engineer,” said 
Allen. “I’ve always wanted to be an 
engineer.”

Exploring student life

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Visitors Nathan Ritter, left, and Westin Ritter, right, working on a ratio 
problem in Brett Block’s chemistry class at Paris High School to determine 
which substance will be consumed first in a chemical reaction. The two 
young men are students at a German technical high school and were in town 
visiting their grandmother and wanted to experience a typical day in an 
American high school.

See CULTURE, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The productivity of Bee Well of 
Edgar County keeps rolling along.

An idea to create an outdoor ex-
ercise space in the vicinity of the 
Splash Pad and All-Abilities Play-
ground at Twin Lakes Park just 
got a big boost. Mary Liz Wright 
announced at the Thursday, Sept. 5, 
Bee Well meeting that 100 Women 
Who Care of Edgar County is con-
tributing to make the idea a reality.

Locating the equipment near 
the popular playgrounds is seen as 
a way to offer exercise opportuni-
ties to parents instead of just sitting 
on benches while watching their 
children. As the children play, par-
ents can get some time on elliptical 
machines and other exercise equip-
ment designed for the rigors of out-
door use.

“This is big. Let’s do this,” Wright 
said.

With funding in place, Bee Well 
can more fully develop the idea. 
The first step is working with the 
Paris Park Board to site the facility. 

Other tasks include reviewing 
the type of equipment available and 
seeking input from the Horizon 
Health physical therapy depart-
ment regarding which equipment 
offers the best exercise potential. 
Part of that research will include 
contacting facilities that have out-
door exercise pavilions for an as-
sessment of what pieces get used 
the most.

Warren Sperry of the Edgar 
County Foundation saw this as an 
opportunity to engage in fundrais-
ing to double the initial gift from 
100 Women Who Care in order 
to create an outstanding exercise 
space. 

The gift is a morale boost for Bee 

Bee Well is 
ready for 
their next 
big project
100 Women Who Care 
make donation for 
outdoor exercise space

See BEE WELL, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The fail-
ure to create a special service 
area to support the Northern 
Edgar County Ambulance 
Service (NECAS) has mem-
bers of the Chrisman City 
Council concerned.

Ambulance coordinator 
Jeremy Neal and NECAS at-
torney Robert Morris, who 
is also the Chrisman city at-
torney, were present for the 
Tuesday, Sept. 3, city meet-
ing.

Neal explained the goal 
was to create a special ser-
vice area in time to receive 
tax payments in 2020 for 
underwriting the cost of pro-
viding an ambulance service. 

NECAS currently serves 
Prairie, Brouilletts Creek, 
Edgar, Shiloh, Young Amer-
ica and Ross townships and 
the communities of Hume, 
Metcalf and Chrisman. 

“The special service area is 
being held up by Ross Town-
ship,” said Neal.

The other jurisdictions 
have passed resolutions of 
support but Mike Taylor, the 
Ross Township representa-
tive to the NECAS board, 
indicated at the Aug. 27 
NECAS meeting, the Ross 
Township supervisors op-
pose the special service area 
as imposing a tax without let-
ting residents vote on it. 

Responding to a question, 
Morris confirmed if Ross 

Township does not partic-
ipate that blockades Chris-
man residents from receiv-
ing ambulance service since 
the township surrounds the 
city.

City commissioner Rod-
ney Wolfe is Chrisman’s del-
egate to the NECAS board 
and he reported inviting a 
Ross Township supervisor to 
attend the city meeting and 
discuss the issue. Wolfe said 
the supervisor demurred and 
suggested Chrisman rep-
resentatives should attend 
the Sept. 12 Ross Township 
meeting instead.  

Neal, Morris and Wolfe 
indicated they plan to attend 
the Sept. 12 meeting. A ques-
tion was asked if other city 

council members should at-
tend and Wolfe said, “I think 
anybody who is concerned 
about ambulance service 
should be there.”

Since a special service area 
cannot be created in time 
to collect tax payments in 
2020, Morris said a stopgap 
measure is asking the juris-
dictions involved to increase 
their individual levy requests. 
NECAS is currently funded 
by payments from the gener-
al funds of the jurisdictions 
involved. Those payments are 
based on the percentage of 
the population found within 
each community.

Chrisman makes the larg-
est payment into NECAS.

If the percentage pay-

ments were adjusted to pro-
vide the $250,000 needed to 
underwrite the ambulance 
service, Chrisman’s portion 
of the bill amounts to more 
than $48,000, but that is 
not possible. Morris noted 
Chrisman only has the abil-
ity to levy another $24,000 
from taxpayers. 

Metcalf, he said, is already 
at its maximum taxing abili-
ty. He added there is more 
flexibility for the townships 
to submit a higher levy re-
quest if those bodies are will-
ing to provide increased sup-
port until the special service 
area is formed.

Commissioner Brian Had-
dix had reservations about 

Chrisman council concerned about ambulance future

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A



TODAY

4-H BARBECUE
The Clark County 4-H Barbecue is 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. Sept. 7 at Mar-
tinsville’s Linn Park. The menu is 
pulled pork sandwich, chips and 
applesauce or a cookie. Tickets 
are $6 and are available from any 
Clark County 4-H member, at the 
Clark County Extension Office or 
at the door the day of the event. 

SHOP WITH A COP CAR SHOW
A car show to raise money for 
Shop with a Cop is 11 a.m. until 
shortly after 3 p.m. Sept. 7 at the 
Paris Burger King.

CHRISMAN DAYS
The annual Chrisman Days Cele-
bration is today featuring garage 
sales, music, a kiddie pedal pull, a 
truck and tractor pull, a concert by 
Jake Hoult and a Jonah Fish Fry.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. today and the first and third 
Saturdays of every month for 2019.

SUNDAY

ARRASMITH REUNION
The annual Arrasmith Family Re-
union is 12:30 p.m. Sept. 8 at Twin 
Lakes Park. Family and friends 
attending are asked to bring food 
for the potluck meal, plus their 
own table service and beverage.

SETZER FAMILY REUNION
The annual Setzer family reunion 
is 12:30 p.m. Sept. 8 at the 
Armstrong United Methodist 
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GARDEN OF HOPE CELEBRATION SEP. 15
A public celebration of Horizon Health’s Garden of Hope is 3-5 
p.m. Sept. 15, on the Horizon Health campus, 721 E. Court Street, 
Paris. Refreshments will be available. The Garden of Hope, initiat-
ed by the Cancer Friendship Group, opened three years ago with 
an intent to create a soothing space where community members 
– including cancer survivors, caregivers, and their families – can 
reflect, meditate and get an increased sense of hope, renewal 
and restoration. Since its inception, the garden has continued 
to evolve with increased features, including trees, shrubs and a 
birdhouse. Along with beautiful landscaping, the garden provides 
benches, a brick walkway and water feature. Engraved brick 
pavers are available for purchase to help support the garden. 
More information about the pavers is available by contacting 
Kim Macke at 217-466-4295. 

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

77   57
Prec: 0%

75   60
Prec: 30%

82   64
Prec: 0%

89   70
Prec: 0%

88   67
Prec: 0%

86   65
Prec: 0%

83   63
Prec: 30%

TODAY — Partly sunny and pleasant with 
highs in the upper 70s.

SUNDAY — Highs reach the mid 70s under 
partly sunny skies. Scattered shower 
chances arrive through the evening and 
into the night.

MONDAY — The warming trend begins as 
highs climb to seasonal averages under 
partly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:24 a.m. 7:13 p.m. 3:27 p.m. 12:17 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:25 a.m. 7:11 p.m. 4:18 p.m. 1:06 a.m.

MONDAY 6:26 a.m. 7:09 p.m. 5:03 p.m. 1:58 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:27 a.m. 7:08 p.m. 5:43 p.m. 2:54 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:28 a.m. 7:06 p.m. 6:17 p.m. 3:51 a.m.

THURSDAY 6:29 a.m. 7:05 p.m. 6:48 p.m. 4:49 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:30 a.m. 7:03 p.m. 7:16 p.m. 5:47 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81°/59°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102° in 1899
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43° in 1956

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.01”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.83”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34.97”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.81”

NORMAL:    High: 81   Low: 59     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 
Contact our office.

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeremy  Patterson, Jeff 
Chambers, Dan Dundas, Tim 
Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Michelle Jacobs, Adonna Bennett, 
Tina Jones, Christian Colvin, Cin-
dy Spencer and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Barbara Gard/Kim 
Stewart
Advertising: Nancy Zeman
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the 

Saturday publication.  Adver-
tising (display or classifieds 
ads) are due 1 p.m. Thursday 
prior to the Saturday publica-
tion. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published week-
ly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to residents in and around 
Edgar County, Clark County, 
Douglas County, Vermilion 
County and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2019 by Prairie Beacon 
LLC. All rights reserved. Re-
production in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
prohibited. 
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Prairie Beacon, LLC

Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisher

Gary Henry, editor

The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News Volume 6 No. 1 is published weekly 
on Saturdays by Prairie Beacon LLC. Application to mail at Periodical Post-
age Prices is pending at Paris, IL. POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to 
The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News at 101 N. Central Ave, Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-News

Church, Marshall. Those attending 
are asked to bring a dish to share 
for the potluck meal and personal 
table service. Drinks are provided.

SWINFORD FAMILY REUNION
The Swinford Family and Friends 
Annual Reunion is noon Sept. 8 at 
the Twin Lakes West Park Pavilion. 
Those attending are asked to 
bring a covered dish to share for 
the potluck meal and their own 
table service.

WIMSETT REUNION
The 103rd Wimsett Family Reunion  
is 1 p.m., Sept. 8 at Step Station, 
14793 E 1200th Road, Paris. All 
Wimsett descendants and family 
friends are invited and asked to 
bring a covered dish for the 
carry-in meal, along with personal 
table service. Drinks and ice will 
be provided. Photographs from 
past family reunions to display are 
also welcome. More information is 

available by calling 217-251-8022.  

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 

the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

WEDNESDAY

EMERGENCY PERSONNEL DAY
Paris Healthcare is honoring 
all emergency personnel with a 
special memorial program 9 a.m. 
Sept. 11 in the facility’s parking 
lot. All veterans, police officers, 
sheriff deputies, firemen and 
EMTs are invited to attend the 
program remembering the 18th 
anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks in New York 
and Washington. The program is 
followed by a breakfast buffet for 
those attending.  

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

MONTHLY EUCHRE NIGHT
The month euchre night at the 
Red Oak Inn is 6:30-9 p.m. Sept. 
12.  The inn is located at 219 West 
Madison, Paris. 

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Auxiliary weekly dinner is 5-7 p.m. 
Sept. 9 at the post home. The $5 
meal is Salisbury steak, mashed 
potatoes and a vegetable. Dessert 
is available for $1 extra.

FRIDAY

CAR SHOW
The Danville Vintage Rods Car Club 
is hosting the Great American Graf-
fiti Night Car Show 4-10 p.m. Sept. 
14 at the Vermilion County Airport. 
The event is open to all cars, 
trucks and bikes. Other attractions 
include food, music, games and a 
swap meet. Car registration is $10, 
admission is $2 and those under 
age 12 are free. All proceeds from 
the car show are funding a scholar-
ship for an area student to attend 
the automotive program at Danville 
Area Community College.

CRAFT AND VENDOR SHOW
A Craft and Vendor Show and bake 
sale is 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 14, at the Kansas Christian 
Church. There is no charge to at-
tend and the space has booths for 
various craft vendors, independent 
sales vendors and a bake sale. 
Proceeds of the bake sale benefit 
the Ladies Retreat of the church. 
More information is available by 
contacting Diana Acord at 217-822-
9825 or kansascc@gmail.com

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601
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It’s like

BIG BANK
REWARDS

with a community
 bank heart.

Free Kasasa checking rewards you in ways 
you might not think a community bank 

could.  But the best part is, you don’t have 
to go to some big bank to get it.

Qualifications vary by account.  Account transactions and activities 
may take one or more days to post and settle to the account and all

 must do so during the Monthly Qualification Cycle in order to qualify 
for account’s rewards.  See a customer service representative for details.  

Kasasa is a trademark of Kasasa, Ltd. Registered in the USA
*Overdraft/Returned Item fees may apply 

BANKPROSPECT.COM

Country Home & Acreage Auction
Saturday, September 21st 

Property:  
14019 E 400 N Rd.

Paris, IL

10 Beautiful Country 
Acres with 1,158 sq. ft. 

Home, Buildings & Pond

Open House
Thursday, Sept. 12th @ 

5 - 6:30 PM

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

“Where service makes the difference” 

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411
www.jacksoncars.com

335 S. 3rd Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-3564
www.jacksoncars.com

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

Shawn Walton
Sales Representative

Come see us today!It’s       Worth  The Drive

Betty Jane’s 
    Kitchen110 E. Madison • Paris 

217-921-3764

Cinnamon & Sugar • Glazed •
Maple Topped • Chocolate Topped

September 14   8:30 - 11:30 a.m.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A different type of enter-
tainment event is coming to 
the Paris Center of Fine Arts 
stage that is sure to provide a 
colorful experience for the au-
dience.

Artrageous performs at 
3:30 p.m. Sept. 15 with a 
blend of music, dance and the 
creation of visual art. 

“It’s live music with singing 
and dancing going on while 
artists are creating giant mas-
terpieces,” said Lauri Francis, 
who has been with the en-
semble group since it started 
in 1980.

She is one of the creators 
doing the art on stage and also 
serves as one of the emcees.

“Everybody has many dif-
ferent roles,” she said. 

During the performance, 
the visual artists create sev-
en to eight paintings ranging 
in size from four feet by six 
feet up to six feet by nine feet. 
One of those creations is giv-
en away to an audience mem-
ber via a random drawing. 

Francis said the visual art 
created during the Artra-
geous performance doesn’t 
fall neatly within a particular 
genre. 

“Pop art is probably the 
closest,” said Francis. “It’s 
similar to Jackson Pollock 
with lots of splatter.”

And splatter is not confined 
to the giant pieces of heavy 
photo paper used for the art-
pieces. Artrageous staff sets 
up a splatter station where 
audience members can place 
T-shirts, hats, backpacks, jack-
ets or other clothing items for 
the artists to decorate.

“They can walk away with 
an original piece of Artra-
geous art,” Francis said. 

The show offers lots of 
family entertainment with 
life-size puppetry and the per-
formance of songs spanning 
several decades that audience 
members are likely to know, 
plus a mix of original compo-
sitions. It is a fast paced per-
formance that does not drag, 
which Francis explains comes 
from the background of many 
cast members as street per-
formers. 

Audience participation is 
a major component of Artra-

geous.
“Right from the get-go as 

soon as patrons enter the the-
ater, we are out there meeting 
everybody and passing out 
props they will need later,” 
Francis said.

She added people partic-
ipate at the level where they 
feel comfortable. That can 
range from simply tapping 
their feet to the music or sing-
ing along with songs, dancing 
in the aisles or joining the per-
formers on stage.  

Tickets for the show are still 
available by visiting the PCO-
FA website at pcofa.net.

Artageous sparks creativity

Special to The Prairie Press

Artists work on creating large painting while other members of the Artrageous cast sing, play 
instruments and dance around the stage. Artrageous performs at 3:30 p.m. Sept. 15 at the Paris 
Center of Fine Arts and tickets are still available through the PCOFA website.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Edgar County Coroner 
Scott Barrett is a candidate 
for re-election in 2020.

Barrett started circulating 
his nominating petition Sept. 
3 in compliance with Illinois 
election laws. He has until 
the end of November to file 
the petition with the Edgar 
County Clerk and Record-
er to have his name on the 
March 17 primary ballot.

He is the first Edgar Coun-
ty Coroner to not operate 
the coroner’s office from a 

private business location. 
“My biggest challenge 

was putting in place an in-
dependently located office,” 
said Barrett, adding he ap-
preciates the county board’s 
efforts in helping make that 
a reality.

The location at Horizon 
Health/Paris Community 
Hospital provides a place to 
park the coroner’s van for 
transporting bodies, office 
space for doing reports, fil-
ing and keeping records and 
a private space where Barrett 
can meet with family mem-

bers of the deceased.
“We now have our own 

morgue,” said Barrett. “That’s 
where a lot of the effort went 
during the past four years.”

Barrett acknowledged the 
coroner’s role is not always 
easy and one that many 
might find distasteful. He 
sees it as a way to serve and 
give back to the community.

“It’s not easy because you 
are always dealing with peo-
ple on their worst day,” said 
Barrett. “Anything I can do to 
ease that, then I’m fortunate 
that I can help.”

Barrett seeks coroner re-election

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The following marriage 
licenses were issued during 
August by the Edgar County 
Clerk and Recorders office: 
Jacob Scott Lewis and Sher-
rie Jo Lawyer, both of Chris-
man; Logan Michael Park 
and Allison Elaine Skinner, 
both of Newman; Tyler 
Wayne Phillips and Brittany 
Nichole Bridgeforth, both of 
Charleston; Lucas Andrew 
Nelson and Colby Ann Po-
mar, both of Marshall; Mi-
chael Emery Slide of Cov-
ington, Ind., and Chelsea 
Nicole Allen of Danville; 
David Matthew Klitzing and 
Sheri Ruth Henson, both 
of Chrisman; Joshua Carl 
McCollum and Karlee Shi-
anne Herzog, both of Paris; 
Joseph Scott Pappas and Ra-

chel Ruth Featherstun, both 
of Mattoon; Ryan Andrew 
Edward Prouse and John-
na Deann Littleton, both of 
Paris; Heath Michael Knight 
and Alicia Marie Haley, 
both of Paris; Michael Wade 
Switzer of Marshall and 
Courtney Jo Veach of Terre 
Haute, Ind.; Zachary Taylor 
Weldon and Ashley Kristin 
Harlan, both of Waynetown, 
Ind.; Donald Franklin Funk-
houser of Paris and Haley 
Nicole Johnson of Denni-
son; Richard Armstrong 
Swinford and Shelia Marie 
Wright, both of Paris; Thom-
as Allen Tingley and Amber 
Dawn Carpenter, both of 
Martinsville; Trenton Foster 
Daugherty and Velvet Skye 
Frederick, both of Paris; 
Brett Alan Bell and Britta-
ny Marie Swanson, both of 

Paris; Paul Alfred Watson 
II and Lisa Marie Harney, 
both of Clinton, Ind.; John 
Richard Leo II and Brandy 
Lynn Young, both of Paris; 
James Thomas McCool and 
Keisha Michelle Myers, both 
of Hume; and Shane Allen 
Sampson and Alicia Marie 
Skelly, both of Brocton.

Marriage licenses issued in August

Sept. 15 event blends 
music, paint and  
performance art 
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BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

These cases appeared be-
fore the bench for the Aug. 
26 and Aug. 29 criminal and 
traffic calls in Edgar County 
Circuit Court: 

IN CUSTODY
nLisa C. Campbell, 57, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. A hearing to va-
cate jail time was scheduled 
for her Class A misdemeanor 

driving under the influence of 
alcohol conviction. She was 
remanded to custody pending 
release processing.
nDevon L. DeWeese, 19, 

Paris, appeared in custody, 
and a new public defender 
was appointed. His unre-
solved Class 2 felony arson, a 
Class 4 felony criminal dam-
age to property, a Class A 
misdemeanor retail theft and 
a Class A misdemeanor illegal 
consumption of alcohol by a 
minor charges were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 

Cases appearing in Edgar County Circuit Court
pending posting of bond.
nAngela D. Eslinger, 37, 

Vermilion, appeared in cus-
tody. The public defender was 
appointed for the petition to 
revoke her conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery conviction. The matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel. 

In another matter, Esling-
er was charged with a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct. The public defender 
was appointed and bond was 
set at $1,000. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. She was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nDerek V. Howard, 35, 

Brocton, appeared in custody 
and the public defender was 
appointed to defend Howard 
against his Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of a hypodermic 
syringe charges. The case was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing, and Howard was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nRyan L. Littleton, 25, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled for his unresolved 
charges of a Class 2 felony 
aggravated unlawful use of a 
weapon, a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine, 
two counts of a Class 3 felo-
ny unlawful possession of a 
weapon by a convicted felon 
and a Class 4 felony posses-
sion of a controlled substance. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nDakota L. Livingston, 

23, Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery and two counts of a 
Class A misdemeanor crimi-
nal damage to property. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed, bond was set at $4,000 
and the matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel. His bond conditions 
include he is to have no con-
tact with the apparent victims 
or their residences. Living-
ston was remanded to custo-
dy pending posting of bond.
nRobert J. Lovell, 22, 

Chrisman, appeared in custo-
dy of the Illinois Department 
of Corrections. He entered 
a negotiated guilty plea to a 
Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
charge and was sentenced to 
17 days in jail with credit for 
17 days previously served, 
18 months of conditional 
discharge, a $750 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. In 

exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a Class 3 
felony possession of meth-
amphetamine charge. He was 
remanded to custody of the 
IDOC.
nHeather D. Mason, 39, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
of the Illinois Department 
of Corrections. A sentencing 
hearing was scheduled for her 
admission to a petition to re-
voke her probation sentence 
for a Class 2 felony burglary 
and a Class 4 felony fraud-
ulent possession of a bank 
identification card convic-
tions. 

In another matter, Mason’s 
unresolved Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine and a Class A misde-
meanor retail theft charges 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. She was remand-
ed tothe custody of IDOC.
nJared M. Plew, 26, 

Charleston, appeared in cus-
tody, was charged and plead-
ed not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class A misde-
meanor aggravated assault. 
Bond was set at $1,500 and 
he was ordered to have no 
contact with the apparent 
victims. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled. He was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nMichael A. Richardson, 

49, Chrisman, appeared in 
custody and his bond was 
reduced to $1,500 from the 
original bond of $5,000. 
His unresolved Class 2 fel-
ony theft of a motor vehicle 
charge was continued for a 
pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nSherry L. Ricketts, 49, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
Her unresolved Class A mis-
demeanor driving on a sus-
pended license charge was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. She was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond. Two days later, she ap-
peared in custody again and 
was released on a personal re-
cognizance bond.
nAndrew W. Young, 20, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was presented with an 
amended charge of a Class 2 
felony arson. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. Young 
was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nAllison M. Baldwin, 23, 

Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor retail 
theft and a Class B misde-
meanor criminal trespassing. 

The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nWilliam J. Bicknell, 32, 

Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol. The public defender was 
appointed, and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nTyson W. Ducharme, 34, 

Vermilion, was charged with a 
Class 1 felony residential bur-
glary, a Class 3 felony threat-
ening a public official and a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
nThomas D. Martin, 56, 

Paris, was presented with a 
petition to revoke his pro-
bation sentence for a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine conviction. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed. The matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference.
nSabrina Root, 50, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor aggravated as-
sault. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nDakota B. Furry, 23, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor reckless driv-
ing charge. He was sentenced 
to one year of conditional 
discharge, a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees.
nCharles A. Harris, 49, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license 
charge. He was sentenced to 
90 days in jail with 60 days to 
be served and the remaining 
30 days subject to the court’s 
discretion, two years of con-
ditional discharge, a $500 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees.
nNathan W. Pardi, 20, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor unlawful use of 
a weapon charge. He was sen-
tenced to one year of condi-
tional discharge, a $300 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nBrett Allan Bell, 24, Terre 

Haute, Ind., pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor CDL 
license suspended charge. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nAshley L. Budd, 29, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-

demeanor retail theft charge. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nMegan C. Cusick, 24, 

Paris, denied a petition to 
revoke her conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor retail theft con-
viction. The matter was con-
tinued for a negotiated guilty 
plea agreement.
nJeffery A. Edwards, 19, 

Brocton, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor theft 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nTravis B. Golie, 36, Chris-

man, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
3 felony theft and a Class 3 
felony possession of stolen 
property charges. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. 
nKenneth E. Hovis, 55, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license charge. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nDakota L. Livingston, 23, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor criminal 
damage to property charge. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.
nGeorge S. Potter, 31, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor reckless driving 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nVenncint J. Sanders, 19, 

Danville, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor speed-
ing charge. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.
nMegan L. Smith, 27, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charge. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.

OTHER MATTERS
nPaul S. Strange, 47, Par-

is, failed to appear and the 
court imposed a 10-day jail 
sentence attached to his Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license conviction. 
A no-bond arrest warrant was 
issued.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered and 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer 
the court call: Tina Booher, 
34, Paris; Kevin W. Fouts, 40, 
Marshall; Zamion McMahan, 
25, Charleston; Cayden S. 
Petticrew, 18, Paris; Colly W. 
Thomas, 38, Paris and Tiffany 
M. Wilson, 29, Paris.

COURT

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The Illi-
nois Lottery is expanding the 
options players have to buy 
certain tickets without leaving 
the house after the General 
Assembly passed a law allow-
ing them to do so earlier this 
year.  

Illinois Lottery expands online, mobile app ticket offerings
House Bill 3661, which be-

came law on June 28, allowed 
the Lottery to sell single-draw 
tickets for the Pick 3, Pick 4 
and Lucky Day draw games 
on Illinoislottery.com and 
their Illinois Lottery Official 
Mobile App. Previously, these 
games were available only 
through a subscription of a 
minimum of one week’s worth 
of tickets. 

These games join Mega 
Millions, Powerball and Lot-
to as available for single-draw 
sales. 

Jason Schaumburg, com-
munications director for the 
Illinois Lottery, said the Lot-
tery expects the new features 
to contribute almost 12 per-
cent of the department’s sales 
growth target for the year. 

“The ability to purchase 
single-draw tickets for Pick 3, 
Pick 4 and Lucky Day Lotto 
was introduced earlier this 
month (Aug.12),” he said in 
an email. “Average daily sales 
across the three games is up 20 
percent compared to the three 
weeks before single draw of 
Pick 3, Pick 4 and Lucky Day 
Lotto was introduced online.” 

Schaumburg said total sales 
for the Lottery were $2.93 

billion in fiscal year 2018 and 
$2.84 billion in fiscal year 
2017, the last two audited fis-
cal years. In those fiscal years, 
the Lottery transferred $722.5 
million and $732.7 million to 
state coffers respectively, with 
the rest of the money going to 
pay prizes to players, commis-
sions to retailers and opera-
tional expenses. 

Schaumburg said the profit 
margin is slightly higher for 
online sales as opposed to re-
tail sales because the bank fees 
the state pays for online sales 
are cheaper than the com-
missions paid to retailers, but 
he did not expect retailers to 
be negatively affected by the 
expansion of the online plat-
form. 

Retailers receive a 5 percent 
commission on all tickets sold 
and a 1 percent winning-ticket 
selling bonus for all winning 
tickets sold with a value of 
$1,000 or greater. They also 
receive a 1 percent bonus for 
any prizes they pay to a player 
in-store up to $600. 

Schaumburg said those 
commissions and bonuses do 
not apply if a ticket is sold on-
line because the transaction 
did not occur in a store.

Rob Karr, president of the 
Illinois Retail Merchants As-
sociation, said the organiza-
tion didn’t view the online 
expansion as one that would 
sap business from storefronts, 
because the online sales are 
expected to reach different 
players and do not apply to 
instant games. 

Schaumburg agreed and 
said the Lottery has not seen 
retail sales falter because of 
online offerings. 

“We haven’t seen that to be 
the case. The Lottery’s digital 
program is meant to compli-
ment the retail program,” he 
said. “Efforts to grow the busi-
ness online are rooted in the 
desire to offer players (new 
and old) an additional way to 
engage with us, not in convert-
ing existing players from retail 
players to digital players.” 

While instant game tickets 
will still be available only at 
participating retailers, players 
can use their mobile app to 
scan an instant ticket to see if 
it’s a winner. 

According to a news release, 
players have executed more 
than 1.5 million ticket scans 
through the mobile app since 
it was launched in February. 
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A Special Thank YouA Special Thank You
We would like to express our heartfelt 

gratitude for the kindness extended to our 
family during this difficult time in the loss of 
our son and brother, Bill Wilkey. Thank you 

Templeton Funeral Home for going above and 
beyond for your services. Thanks to all the 

pallbearers who were there for us. A big thank 
you to Pastor Virgil Haynes for his kind words 
at the funeral service and grave site, the ladies 

at Brocton Christian Church for the dinner, 
NAL for being so wonderful, the class of 2003 
of Shiloh, Sue Vail for always being there for 
the family, to the kind people who brought 
food to the house, and the ones that gave a 
memorial or flowers in Bill’s name. Bill’s life 

was cut short, but he touched so many lives. 
Ride high, Bill!

Mike, Donna, Mark Wilkey & extended family 

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.
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JACK SWARTHOUT
E. Jack Swarthout, 89, of 

Paris, passed away at 8:40 
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 1, 2019, 

at his home. 
He retired 
in 1990 after 
many years 
as Director 
of Research 
and Product 
D e v e l o p -
ment for Il-
linois Cereal 
Mills.

Visitation 
was from 6 

to 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 5, at 
Templeton Funeral Home. 
Private burial is in Edgar 
Cemetery.

Mr. Swarthout was born 
March 23, 1930, at Niles, 
Mich., the son of the late 
Earl John and Winifred Ann 
Doty Swarthout. He mar-
ried Barbara Elaine Stearns 
March 28, 1953, at Midland, 
Mich., and she preceded him 
in death May 23, 2019.

Survivors include two 
children, Paul (Nanette) 
Swarthout of Chesterfield, 
Mo., and Susan (Dave) Kim-
bley of Colorado Springs, 
Colo.; two grandchildren, 
Jenny Kimbley of Denver, 
Colo., and Heather (Ralph) 
Kohlhase of Monument, 
Colo.; two great-grandchil-
dren, Adam and Scott Kohl-
hase; a brother-in-law, Karl 
(Linda) Stearns Jr. of Mason, 
Mich.; a niece, Kathy Hansz 
of Cheboygan, Mich.; and a 
nephew, Ken ( Jackie) Stea-
rns of Gainesville, Fla.

He was a veteran of the 
U.S. Navy Reserves where 
he served during the Korean 

War as Bacteriology Officer 
and Division Officer for the 
Naval Biological Laboratory 
in Oakland, Calif., earning 
the rank of lieutenant. He 
was a 1948 graduate of Niles 
High School. He earned his 
Bachelor of Science in Mi-
crobiology in 1952 and his 
Master of Science in Bacte-
riology in 1954, both from 
Michigan State University. 

Prior to his career at Illi-
nois Cereal Mills, he worked 
at Miles Laboratories in 
Elkhart, Ind., as a biosciences 
laboratory research scientist 
as well as the dextrose plant 
manager. He was a former 
Chairman of the Research 
& Technical Committees of 
the American Corn Millers 
Association. In addition, he 
held memberships in the 
American Chemical Society 
and the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of 
Science, and had amassed a 
number of U.S. and foreign 
patents throughout his ca-
reer. 

In his spare time, he en-
joyed digital and stereo pho-
tography and was a member 
of the National Stereoscopic 
Association, the Stereo-
scopic Society of America 
and the International Ste-
reoscopic Union. He also 
enjoyed rockhounding, gar-
dening and traveling.

Jack and Barbara Swarth-
out were staunch supporters 
of the HRC – Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library and the 
family asks memorials be 
made to that cause.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

SWARTHOUT

CHARLES LIFFICK
CHAMPAIGN – Charles 

“Chuck” Liffick, 78, of Cham-
paign, and formerly of New-

man, went 
to be with 
his Lord and 
Savior Je-
sus Christ 
at 11:55 
p.m., Sat-
urday, Aug. 
31, 2019, at 
M e a d o w -
brook Health 
Center, Urba-
na. He retired 

in 2002 as the postmaster at 
Vermilion.

A funeral service was noon 
Wednesday, Sept. 4, at Bible 
Baptist Church, 401 W. Kirby 
Ave., Champaign, with Pastor 
Mark Smith officiating. Buri-
al in the Newman Township 
Cemetery at Newman was ac-
companied by military honors. 
Visitation was from 10 a.m. 
until the service time Wednes-
day at the church. Joines Fu-
neral Home of Newman was in 
charge of the arrangements.

Mr. Liffick was born Aug. 
30, 1941, at Brocton, the son of 
the late Charles F. and Bessie E. 
Lutz Liffick. He married Judy 
Pruitt Dec. 9, 1962, at New-
man, and she survives.

He is also survived by one 

daughter, Christina Kunka of 
Champaign; one grandchild, 
Ian Kunka; one brother, Daniel 
Liffick of Westfield; two sisters, 
Roanna Watson and Sandy 
(Randy) Colter, both of Paris; 
and several nieces and neph-
ews.

He was preceded in death by 
one brother, Paul Liffick; and 
one sister, Mary Jane Eldredge.

Mr. Liffick belonged to the 
Carpenters Local 544th and 
enjoyed woodworking, build-
ing things and construction 
work. He was a U.S. Army 
veteran and served with the 
534th Military Police at Fort 
Clayton in the Panama Canal 
Zone.

He was employed by the 
U.S. Postal Service at Cham-
paign where he served as a city 
carrier and carrier supervisor 
before accepting the postmas-
ter’s job at Vermilion.

He loved doing church 
work and was a member of 
Bible Baptist Church in Cham-
paign. While residing in New-
man, he attended First Church 
of God for many, many years.

Mr. Liffick loved to travel. 
He got great enjoyment from 
being with family and friends 
and especially loved being a 
grandpa.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Bible Baptist Church.

LIFFICK

DORIS ASCHE
Doris Faye Asche, 84, of 

Paris, passed away at 1 a.m. 
Saturday, August 31, 2019, at 
Twin Lakes Rehab & Health 
Care.  

At her request, all services 
are private, and burial is in 
Sunset Memorial Park. Dan-

ville. Templeton Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Edgar County 
Humane Association.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

BEVERLY WATERS 
CASEY – Beverly Jane Hon-

nold Fischer Waters, 83, of 
Davis, and formerly of Casey, 

passed away 
Saturday, Aug. 
31, 2019, at 
Medina Nurs-
ing Center, 
Durand.

A funeral 
service is 11 
a.m. today, 

Sept. 7, at the Markwell Funeral 
Home, with the Rev. Gary Fair-
child officiating.  Burial follows 
in Casey Cumberland Ceme-
tery.  Visitation is from 10 a.m. 
until the service time Saturday 
at the funeral home.   

Memorial donations may be 
made to Medina Nursing Cen-
ter or Hospice Care of Ameri-
ca.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

WATERS

JACK STOTTS
Jack N. Stotts, 95, of Ver-

milion, passed away Sunday, 
Sept. 1, 2019, at his resi-

dence.  He 
was a clerk 
at Hardware 
Supply Com-
pany, Inc., 
Terre Haute, 
Ind., for 34 
years.  

A funer-
al service was 2 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 6, at Stewart and Car-
roll Funeral Home. Burial 
followed in Vermilion Cem-
etery. Visitation was from 1 
p.m. until the service time 
Friday at the funeral home. 

Mr. Stotts was born Aug. 
18, 1924, at Vermilion, the 
son of the late Forrest R. and 
Jewel Rebecca Dengler Stotts. 
He married Mary Ellen McK-
innon Stotts May 10, 1947, in 
West Terre Haute, Ind. She 
passed away April 18, 2011, 
after almost 65 years of mar-
riage. 

He is survived by two 
great-nieces, Kimberly 
Brooks of New Judson, Ind., 
and Yvonne Rodgers of Val-
paraiso, Ind.; and cousin, Mi-
chael Stotts of Lodi, Calif.

He was a member of Suc-
cess Christian Church, where 
he served as a deacon, adult 
Sunday school teacher and 
secretary of the board.  He 
was a member of Stratton 
Masonic Lodge 408 A.F. & 
A.M.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Success Christian 
Church.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

STOTTS

DALE GOOD
Dale Alan Good, 50, of 

Terre Haute, Ind., and former-
ly of Chrisman, passed away 

at 10:26 a.m. 
EDT Friday, 
Aug. 30, 2019, 
at Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute.

A service 
celebrat ing 
his life was 

10 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 5, at 
Templeton Funeral Home. 
Visitation was from 3 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 4, at the fu-
neral home.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

GOOD

SHILOH WELCOMES NEW STAFF

Special to The Prairie Press

Several new teachers and teacher’s aides have joined the Shiloh staff for the 2019-20 school year, and some of the additions in-
clude Shiloh graduates. Left to right are aide and Shiloh graduate, Noah Allen; English teacher Kailey Carey; aide Abbie Bush; math 
teacher, Nichole Sheckles; sixth grade teacher, Mary Ellen Greifenkamp; and kindergarten teacher and Shiloh graduate, Lauren 
Moses. Also joining the staff but unavailable for the photo are agriculture teacher Daphne Austin; aide Erin Pope; aide and Shiloh 
graduate Kaylee Rideout; P.E. teacher, Theresa Sisk; fourth grade teacher and Shiloh graduate, Morgan Wood; and retired teacher 
Phyllis Stone in her new role as junior high social studies teacher. 

These items were added to 
the Paris Public Library collec-
tion during August. 

FICTION
Terns of Endearment – 

Donna Andrews
One Good Deed – David 

Baldacci
The Bitterroots – C.J. Box
Outfox – Sandra Brown
Penne Dreadful – Catherine 

Bruns
Labyrinth (large print) – 

Catherine Coulter
A Dangerous Man (large 

print) – Robert Crais
The Perfect Wife – JP Del-

aney
Shining through Dark 

Clouds – Ginny Dye
Snake Oil: It All Comes 

Around (large print) – Marcus 
Galloway

Never Look Back – Alison 
Gaylin

Life and Other Inconve-
niences – Kristan Higgins

Never Have I Ever – Joshilyn 
Jackson

Riding Shotgun (large 
print) – William W. Johnstone

The Girl Who Lived Twice 
– David Lagercrantz

Temptation’s Darling (large 
print) – Johanna Lindsey

The Passengers – John Marrs
Rival’s Break – Carla Neg-

gers
The Inn – James Patterson
A Better Man – Louise Pen-

ny
Ghost Busting Mystery – 

Daisy Pettles
The Flight Girls – Noelle 

Salazar
The Dark Side – Danielle 

Steel
The Turn of the Key (large 

print) – Ruth Ware
The Oysterville Sewing Cir-

cle – Susan Wiggs

NONFICTION

New fiction and nonfiction at the Paris Public Library   
Ruffage: a Practical Guide to 

Vegetables – Abra Berens
Middle School Matters – 

Phyllis L. Fagell
The Lifelong Gardener – 

Toni Gattone
Born a Crime – Trevor 

Noah
Inconspicuous Consump-

tion – Tatiana Schlossberg
How to Self Publish Your 

Book – Dr. Jan Yager



In 1998, Jesse White was elected 
to lead an Illinois Secretary of State’s 
office that was mired in scandal. 

Four years earlier, a truck driver 
who had paid a bribe to obtain an 
Illinois license caused a crash that 
killed six children near Milwaukee. 
That led to an FBI investigation into 
a licenses-for-bribes scandal dubbed 
“Operation Safe Road” – and in the 
weeks after White’s election, people 
began pleading guilty. The corruption 
probe eventually led to the downfall 
of White’s predecessor, former Gov. 
George Ryan, who was sentenced to 
prison after a single term as governor. 

In the 21 years since, White has 
brought drastic changes for the better. 
The scandals are over. Use of tech-
nology has decreased wait times at 
offices. Stronger DUI laws, reforms 
in teen driving guidelines and truck 
driver licensing practices have made 
the roads safer for all. The expanded 
organ and tissue donor program has 

grown to more than 5 million people 
and saved lives.

White has shown integrity many 
times as well, including in 2009, 
when he refused to certify Gov. Rod 
Blagojevich’s appointment of Roland 
Burris to the U.S. Senate in the wake 
of revelations the governor had tried 
to auction off the seat to the highest 
bidder. 

Voters have recognized White’s 
service and character time and again, 
handing him landslide victories in six 
statewide elections. Amazingly, he has 
received more than 60 percent of the 
vote in each of his five re-election bids. 

A Chicago Democrat, White 
became the first African-American 
elected secretary of state in 1998. Now 
in the first year of his sixth consecutive 
term, he has held the post longer than 

anyone in state history. He still works 
daily for the people of Illinois, leading 
a state agency that provides more 
direct public service than any other. 

White was a student at Alabama 
State College in Montgomery in the 
1950s, he attended a church where 
Martin Luther King Jr. was pastor, 
and participated in the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott organized by King and 
Rosa Parks. He served 16 years in the 
General Assembly

There are few politicians with a 
biography as inspiring as Jesse White, 
who has taken Illinois from the nadir 
of Operation Safe Road to truly pro-
viding safe roads for citizens.

We are joining with newspapers 
throughout our state for the calling on 
the Illinois House, Senate and Gov. 
J.B. Prtizker to declare a statewide 
“Jesse White Day.” The Honorable 
Jesse White is truly an Illinois treasure, 
and the time is right to recognize his 
remarkable service to our state.

CAMDEN, S.C. — For the 
Eastern Seaboard, Dorian has 
become the Godot of hurricanes.

Barely moving 
after hovering 
over the Bahamas 
for what seemed 
an eternity, the 
former Catego-
ry 5 storm has 
occupied weather 
watchers and 
coastal observers 
for several days 
now. It has po-
tentially forever 

altered the topography and shape 
of some Bahamian islands, killing 
at least five people. In the U.S., 
Labor Day vacationers to coastal 
communities from Florida to 
North Carolina spent the holiday 
weekend boarding up and moving 
inland.

But, still, like the two tramps 
in Samuel Beckett’s play “Waiting 
for Godot,” we wait, and wait, and 
wait, and wait.

I left Pawleys Island Monday 
after South Carolina Gov. Henry 
McMaster issued a mandatory 
evacuation of several coastal 
counties, though mostly because I 
had other reasons to head toward 
higher ground. Most people 
who have lived through multiple 
hurricanes tend to wait a bit to see 
how the meteorologists’ models 
hold up. Dorian’s, alas, have been 
a mess.

Admittedly, I’ve kept the televi-
sion set on the Weather Channel 
for the latest updates, so I’ve 
been somewhat over-informed 
of developments that have varied 
little over the course of several 
days. Along my section of coast 
between Charleston and Myrtle 
Beach, the weekend weather was 
mild and sunny as tourists left and 
many locals dug in. The seemingly 
premature, pre-emptive evacu-
ations had many with whom I 
spoke scratching their heads.

Members of my extended fam-
ily in Charleston were planning to 
stay in place. 

Battening down the hatches and 
weathering hurricanes is a point of 
pride that seems to have become 
part of the city’s DNA. Hurricane 
Hugo in 1989 was the truest test 
of such confidence. My brother-
in-law, who holed up for Hugo, 
reported watching a large tree 
hopping down his street, which 
had become a swiftly moving 
river. He swore he and his family 
would seek higher ground in the 
future.

How soon we forget. Or, is 
something else in play when peo-
ple become dismissive of official 
warnings? As of this writing, 
Dorian’s intentions are nowhere 
near clear, although it has dimin-
ished considerably and is bending 
northward. Also on the minds of 
many non-evacuees is last year’s 
non-event with Hurricane Flor-
ence, which failed to keep its date 
with calamity. On Monday, when I 
asked a cashier at a Litchfield, S.C., 
gas station if she was worried, she 
quickly replied, “Nope.”

She did all her worrying last 
year and she’s not allowing herself 
to become so agitated this time 
around. “I’m not doing that again,” 
she said. “I’m not going any-
where.” Debbie Smittle, a rental 
agent in Litchfield with whom 
I spoke Tuesday, was similarly 
disposed. “I’ve been here 19 years. 
I’m not going anywhere.”

Partly, such intransigence is 
surely attributable to hurricane 
news-fatigue. One can only 
sustain a sense of white-knuckle 
urgency for so long. 

The weeklong Dorian coverage, 
magnified by the worst-case sce-
nario taking place in the Bahamas, 
has been exhausting to watch -- 
much less endure.

Another factor here is last year’s 
massive preparation for Florence, 
which, after punishing North Car-

olina, essentially skipped the areas 
in South Carolina that had been 
flagged as likely disaster zones. 
The large-scale flooding expected 
in the coastal village of George-
town, where three rivers converge, 
thankfully didn’t materialize.

Even if such preparations 
should prove for naught, what’s 
the alternative? Understandably, 
government officials want to get 
everyone to relative safety under 
the banner of better-safe-than-
sorry. Given the high-density 
population along the coastline, 
sooner beats later.

But when storms such as 
Dorian begin losing intensity — 
and weather models prove (yet 
again) to be fallible — skepticism 
becomes cynicism and caution is 
just a blinking traffic light. By mid-
day Tuesday, the hurricane had 
diminished to a Category 2 storm. 
Its outer rings were barely brush-
ing West Palm Beach 100 miles 
away. Models were showing it 
heading north along the coastline, 
and possibly avoiding landfall.

From experience, this much 
we know: Nature has a will of her 
own. Sometimes, as with Hugo, 
she makes a right and cuts a swath 
through the central Carolinas. 
Other times, as in Beckett’s exis-
tential romp, Godot never shows. 
The paradox within the dilemma 
is that we humans seem to gravi-
tate toward the tragic and the ab-
surd, often at once. Thus, we thank 
God that the hurricane missed us 
and yet feel strangely disappointed 
— all that for nothing — and then 
beset with shame and compassion 
for others less fortunate.

There but for the luck of the 
draw, we console ourselves — this 
time. Or maybe not. In “Godot,” 
the curtain falls without an 
answer.

(Kathleen Parker is a politically 
conservative-leaning columnist for 
The Washington Post. Email her at 
kparker@washpost.com.)
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The statement issued by 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s office 
last Thursday night had 

some 
good 
advice for 
Chicago 
Mayor 
Lori 
Lightfoot, 
who gave 
what was 
billed as 
a State of 
the City 
address 

earlier that evening. 
Lightfoot had outlined the 
challenges facing the city, 
including an $838 million 
budget deficit and her 
need for Illinois govern-
ment’s help in changing 
some state laws to allow 
her to raise more tax 
revenues.

The Pritzker adminis-
tration’s statement read in 
part: “In the weeks ahead, 
as Chicago pursues assis-
tance from the legislature, 
it will be important for the 
mayor to reach out to lead-
ers and lawmakers across 
the state and across the 
aisle to build a coalition for 
her ideas.”

The rookie mayor has 
had a habit of surprising 
Springfield with proposals 
offered up by unidentified 
sources to members of 
the news media, rather 
than working through 
established channels. That 
tendency has grated on 
some Statehouse nerves, 
partly because the mayor 
too often makes proposals 
that are dead on arrival and 
which put her natural allies 
on the defensive. 

Some of this is prob-
ably due to her being so 
new. Some of it is likely 
because she ran for mayor 
as an outsider. She strongly 
endorsed Chris Kennedy 
for governor, ignoring 
her party’s preference 
for Pritzker. She then 
challenged a sitting mayor 
(Rahm Emanuel) and then 
when he dropped out, 
she stayed in the race and 
overwhelmingly defeated 
the Democrats’ powerful 
Cook County party chair 
(Toni Preckwinkle). She 
believes voters gave her 
a mandate in April, and 
reporters and pundits of all 
stripes have mainly backed 
up her assertion.

Not often mentioned is 
that, while Lightfoot took 
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See MILLER, Page 7A

It’s too bad for America that CNN’s 
seven-hour town hall on climate change was 
such a rating disaster.

If twenty times as many 
viewers had tuned in 
Wednesday night, about 22 
million Americans today 
would have a real clear idea 
what a bunch of leftwing nut-
jobs are running in the Dem-
ocrat presidential primary.

Bernie, Liz, Kamala, Cory 
and the others took turns 
trying to out-do each other 
with their scary visions of the 
coming environmental apoc-

alypse and their heroic trillion-dollar plans to 
use the Green New Deal to save the planet.

Poor Joe Biden did his best to keep up, but 
he couldn’t out-blather the youngsters and 
ended up only making news by blowing out a 
blood vessel in his eye.

I couldn’t watch much of it myself, because 
I prefer reality TV to science fiction.

But here are a few of my takeaways:
Angry Bernie Sanders, the No. 3 socialist in 

the polls, thinks if you’re truly serious about 
fighting global climate change, you shouldn’t 
have kids.

Strident Elizabeth Warren, the No. 2 social-
ist in the polls and a former Native American, 
thinks that if her new environmental laws 
wipe out the main business in their home-
town, should just go out and find a new job.

Goofy Kamala Harris, the No. 4 socialist 
in the polls, cackled like the Wicked Witch of 
the West from “The Wizard of Oz” when she 
answered, yes, she’d outlaw plastic straws and 
fracking if she became president.

Banning plastic straws has become one of 
the Democrat Party’s most important imagi-
nary platform planks, along with making our 
southern border as porous as possible and 
outlawing the use of fossil fuels, the eating of 
cows and the shooting of guns.

Democrats know they have as much 
chance of achieving those goals as CNN does 
of becoming a trusted source of news again.

Warren, Harris, Cory and lesser Dems like 

America tunes
out the demented
Democrats
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This country will be marking the 18th anni-
versary of the September 11, 2001attacks on 
the United States. 

In many ways, it doesn’t 
seem possible that 18 years 
has passed since that fateful 
day. For my generation, 9-11 
was the second event of 
historical significance that 
brings a flash of memory to 
us. 

The first occurred when I 
was in third grade at Tanner 
School and our principal 
came in the classroom to tell 
us President John F. Kennedy 

was dead, felled by an assassin’s bullet. The 
second, of course, is September 11. Don and I 
were living in Columbia, Mo. We were getting 
ready for work and he yelled from the living 
room, “We’re under attack.”

We sat meserized and then the second 
plane hit. America was changed forever.

And while some Americans don’t think 
they have a direct connection to that awful 
day, we in Paris are different. Our Illinois 
National Guard unit, the 1544th Transporta-
tion Company, was called into active service 
as part of  Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

There was a sad anniversary marked 
Thursday, September 5. It was the day two 
members of the 1544th were killed and 15 
wounded in a mortar attack.

Sgt. Shawna Morrison of Paris, 26, along 
with fellow soldier Spc. Charles Lamb, 23, 
of  Casey, gave the ultimate sacrifice when 
the 1544th’s base near Baghdad came under 
mortar fire. Morrison was the first female 
Illinois National Guard member to be killed 
in combat action as well as the first female 
University of Illinois student soldier to be 
killed in action.

Morrison was a graduate of Paris High 
School where she was in French Club and 
ran middle distance races for the Lady Tigers 
track team. She joined the National Guard 
while still in high school. She re-enlisted 
when her service time was up, knowing fully 
well the 1544th would likely be called to 
serve in Iraq. 

There are memorials for Morrison in Paris 
and on the campus of the University of Illi-
nois. The girls softball field behind the Paris 
American Legion is named for her. There 
have been trees planted in the community in 
her honor. The 1544th regularly presents a 
scholarship to a graduating PHS senior in her 
honor.

At the University of Illinois, a stone marker 
with a plaque containing her picture and a 
short biography  was dedicated in Morrison’s 
honor in September 2013. A courtyard that 
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74 percent in the April 
runoff, Pritzker won the city 
with 81 percent last Novem-
ber. Also, 723,000 Chicago-
ans voted for the governor, 
compared to the 396,000 
who voted for the mayor. 
Pritzker’s Chicago percentage 
and vote totals were both 
significantly higher than any 
Democratic gubernatorial 
nominee going back to 2002. 

The mayor should use the 
winning formula from the 
spring legislative session. Get 
the Democratic leaders on 
board, convince the unions to 
support it and then work rank 
and file members to keep the 
leaders honest while trying to 
pick up whatever Republican 
support she can find. She has 
a strong personal relationship 
with the House Republican 
Leader, and that can surely 
be helpful. She has to focus 
on three numbers: 60, 30 and 
one (majorities in the House 
and Senate and the gover-
nor’s signature). 

“Our fates are intertwined,” 

Lightfoot said Thursday 
about the common struggles 
that towns and cities are fac-
ing throughout Illinois. “That 
is why I intend to continue 
working with Governor Pritz-
ker, the legislative leaders 
and other state lawmakers, 
regardless of party or geog-
raphy.”

It’s a good plan. It’s a plan 
that could’ve been devised by 
Michael Bauer, who chaired 
Lightfoot’s campaign and 
was her strongest link to the 
established political world. 
Bauer passed away Aug. 29.  I 
always sought him out when 
he came to Springfield, and I 
always left our conversations 
with a smile on my face.

 He was a gem of a human 
being, and according to his 
friend Dave Lundy, he died 
while watching the mayor’s 
speech. 
     Bauer truly wanted his 
friend to succeed. Heck, we 
all do. Even all the ultra-con-
servative Eastern Bloc 
members lined up to pose for 
photographs with the mayor 
when she came to town - and 
they want to kick the city 

out of Illinois. The rest of 
the governor’s statement 
included phrases like, “Illi-
nois succeeds when its cities 
succeed,” and he pledged to 
work with everyone involved 
to make that happen.

Build on that good will, 
mayor. It won’t last forever.

And whatever you do, 
stop not-so-subtly threaten-
ing to tank the governor’s 
progressive income tax if 
you don’t get your way, as 
you did when you spoke 
with the Sun-Times and said 
something your office had to 
retract (“We can’t keep taxing 
the hell out of all of our 
people who make substantial 
income. That’s not right. 
That’s not fair. It’s not gonna 
work.”). 

Pritzker can spend 
whatever it takes to push his 
constitutional amendment 
past the finish line. He’s not 
the hostage, mayor. You are.  

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)
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A courtyard that is part of 
Lincoln Hall is now ded-
icated in Shawna’s honor. 
The stone marker is a lasting 
memory of one soldier who 
paid the ultimate price.

During the dedication, 
then U.S. Secretary of the 
Army Thomas Lamont 
— who also attended the 
University of Illinois — 
noted the university has a 
long history of students like 
Shawna Morrison serving 
and sacrificing in our nation’s 
military. 

“Today we pay homage to 
Shawna Morrison,” Lamont 
said in 2013. “Like those 
whose names are etched on 
the pillars of Memorial Stadi-
um, her memory will forever 
live long, and let us pray that 
this ceremony to honor a 
fallen member of our Illini 
family will be our last.”

Her commander in Iraq, 
Brandon Tackett, admitted at 
the time, “They say that time 
heals all wounds, but I’m here 
to tell you it doesn’t.”

Tackett also noted Morri-
son embodied what it means 
to be a citizen soldier.

“Soldiers like Shawna 
Morrison are absolutely, and 
ready to commit themselves 

to a higher cause,” he said. 
“These soldiers serve as guid-
ing lights to the rest of us. 
They are a special reminder 
of what really matters in life. ”

A member of the First 
Baptist Church in Paris, she 
sent a postcard to the congre-
gation after her deployment, 
thanking them for their 
support. 

In part, she wrote, ““You 
are a constant reminder of 
what we are here for, the 
betterment of humanity and 
life.”

I never knew Shawna Mor-
rison but it was my privilege 
to interview her mother 
when Cynthia Morrison was  
selected to serve as a Gold 
Star Mother during either a 
Veteran’s Day or Memorial 
Day ceremony in downtown 
Paris.

In th end, I didn’t really 
know what to say to her. I 
can’t imagine the lump inher 
throat or the feeling in the 
pit of her stomach when 
the Army representatives 
knocked on the family’s front 
door.

Although I was away at the 
time, everything I’ve read 
about Paris and the surround-
ing communities indicates 
our friends and neighbors 
did whatever was necessary 
to support the 1544th when 

they were deployed.
Over the year the unit was 

deployed, Paris area residents 
raised tens of thousands 
of dollars to buy the unit 
everything from CB radios 
for their trucks and global 
positioning systems to baby 
wipes, toilet paper, pens and 
paper. 

There were even plans to 
buy steel to reinforce the 
unit’s trucks, but that idea 
was scrapped at the urging of 
government officials.

The streets were filled with 
local residents, their hands 
over their hearts and tears 
rolling down their cheeks, as 
the 100-vehicle procession 
carrying Shawna Morrison to 
her final resting place in  Ed-
gar Cemetery moved slowly 
through town in September 
2004.

I guess this is a rambling 
way for me to say Paris 
should set aside Sept. 5 each 
year to remember Shawna, 
Charles and all those in the 
1544th who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice. Just a prayer at the 
memorial in front of the ar-
mory with a candlelight vigil 
because, my friends, we must 
never forget.

(Nancy Zeman is publisher 
and part owner of The Prairie 
Press. Email her at nzeman@
prairie press.net.)

Pete and Beto have no idea 
what they really want to do 
about reducing global climate 
change.

If it’s not all crazy BS, it’s all 
gloom and doom and climate 
hysteria.

They have no realistic 
solutions for powering our 
economy without wrecking 
it.

Would they support get-
ting more of the energy we’ll 
need for our electric cars 
from nuclear power plants, 
like their socialist brothers in 
Europe do?

Nope.

So what are these future 
leaders of the world actually 
in favor of — besides paper 
straws?

Not much.
If we just get rid of those 

evil plastic straws, airplanes, 
cheeseburgers and, I guess, 
babies, we’ll all be better off.

The Dems running for 
president have no trust in 
technology, innovation and 
human brain power to solve 
our present and future social 
and economic problems, just 
as they’ve solved much more 
difficult ones in the past.

They just play to their dim-
witted choir and sing their 
socialist hymns.

If we don’t implement their 

foolish Green New Deal, they 
claim, we’re all going to die 
from global warming in 12 
years — make that about 11 
and a half years now.

What the Democrats are 
basically saying is that to save 
the planet from man-made 
climate change, we have to 
have government control 
how we live, what we eat and 
how we travel.

(Michael Reagan is the son 
of President Ronald Reagan, 
a political consultant and the 
author of “The New Reagan 
Revolution.” He is the founder 
of the email service reagan.com 
and president of The Reagan 
Legacy Foundation. Email him 
at reagan@caglecartoons.com.)

Paris man faces federal charges

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A Paris man is in federal 
custody following his ar-
rest on a federal arrest war-
rant for trafficking meth-
amphetamine.

Christopher L. Asbury, 38, 
was arrested in Clark County 
Thursday by the Clark Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department and 
the Edgar County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

A spokesman for the 
Edgar County Sheriff ’s 
Department said the work 
culminating in Asbury’s 

arrest has 
s p a n n e d 
more than a 
year.

The sher-
iff’s depart-
ment and the 
Paris Police 

Department worked with the 
Drug Enforcement Agency 
(DEA)agents from Illinois, In-
diana and Kansas City. Also as-
sisting was Edgar County State’s 
Attorney Mark Isaf and the U.S. 
Attorney’s office in Urbana.

Asbury was indicted 
Wednesday, Sept. 4, by a 
federal grand jury in Urbana 
and an arrest warrant issued, 
a spokesman for the sheriff ’s 
department said.

The investigation took 

hundreds of hours and re-
quired teamwork on behalf of 
all the law enforcement agen-
cies involved, the spokesman 
noted. “Without the team-
work, this arrest wouldn’t be 
possible,” the spokesman em-
phasized.

Asbury was transported  
from the Clark County Jail 
Friday, Sept. 6, to federal dis-
trict court in Urbana. Custo-
dy was  turned over to the U.S. 
Marshals. 

The sheriff ’s spokesman 
emphasized the arrest was 
aided by the support and tips 
from the Edgar County com-
munity expressing thanks to 
residents for, “not giving up 
on us since this case took so 
long.”

ASBURY

Federal indictment
handed down after 
lengthy probe

U.S. health officials: Stop vaping
NEW YORK (AP) — 

U.S. health officials on Fri-
day again urged people to 
stop vaping until they figure 
out why some are coming 
down with serious breath-
ing illnesses.

Officials have identified 
about 450 possible cases, 
including as many as five 
deaths, in 33 states. The 
count includes newly re-
ported deaths in California, 
Indiana and Minnesota.

No single vaping device, 
liquid or ingredient has 
been tied to all the illnesses, 
officials said. Many of the 
sickened — but not all — 
were people who said they 
had been vaping THC, the 
chemical that gives marijua-
na its high. Many are teens.

Health officials have 
only been counting certain 
lung illnesses in which the 
person had vaped with-
in three months. Doctors 
say the illnesses resemble 
an inhalation injury, with 
the body apparently react-
ing to a caustic substance 
that someone breathed in. 
Symptoms have included 
shortness of breath, fatigue, 
chest pain and vomiting.

The illnesses have all 
surfaced this year, and the 
number has been growing 

quickly in the last month as 
more states have begun inves-
tigations. A week ago, U.S. offi-
cials pegged the number at 215 
possible cases in 25 states.

It’s unclear whether such ill-
nesses were happening before 
this year.

“We’re all wondering if this is 
new or just newly recognized,” 
Dana Meaney-Delman of the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention told reporters 
Friday.

An Illinois health official, Dr. 
Jennifer Layden, said officials 
there don’t know when such 
illnesses first began, but she 

said there has been a marked 
increase since spring.

Deaths previously were re-
ported in Illinois and Oregon.

Indiana officials said the 
person who died there was an 
adult, but they didn’t say when 
it happened or release other 
details. Health officials in Los 
Angeles said they were inves-
tigating a vaping death as well. 
And Minnesota health officials 
said that state’s first known vap-
ing-related death was a person 
over 65 years with a history of 
lung problems who had vaped 
illicit THC products and died 
in August.
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Other differences between 
the two high school systems 
they noted are:
Even though they are 17 

and are in the 12th grade, the 
time most Americans are pre-
paring to finish high school, 
they still have two more years 
of high school before entering 
a university.
American schools teach 

the same subjects every day, 
but the German technical 
school varies the subjects ac-
cording to the day.
Class periods in Germany 

are longer and the school day 
is usually shorter, but some 
school days can go as late as 5 
p.m.
German high schools do 

not have lockers for students to 
use nor do they have extracur-
ricular activities like band and 
sports teams.

As students at a German 
technical high school, their 
class work includes working 
with shop tools like drill press-
es, lathes and more.

“We have shop class to make 
things,” said Westin Ritter. “In 
mechanical engineering, we 
have to use metals to under-
stand how they work. It’s pretty 
cool.”

Lin expressed a bit of jeal-
ousy noting the academic 
oriented college prep track in 
American education does not 
allow time for the hands-on ex-
perience of making something 
to see how it works.

“I’d like to have a hands-on 
approach. It would be nice to 

CULTURE
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the communities seeking 
more in taxes.

“What if we raise taxes for a 
year and they don’t pass a spe-
cial service area? Do we have 
to raise taxes again the next 
year,” asked Haddix.

Wolfe said a one-time 
bump is the limit since the 
failure to create a dedicated 
funding source will result in 
the financial failure of the am-
bulance service.

“We will have to stop the 
ambulance and let the fire 
departments package patients 
and wait until an ambulance 
arrives,” said Wolfe.

In other discussion for the 
evening, Commissioner Thad 
Crispin reported the city en-
gineer submitted a letter to 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) seek-

ing permission to accept a bid 
for resurfacing Madison and 
Monroe avenues from state 
Route 1 to the city square. 
The bid came in higher than 
the engineer’s estimates for 
the project using motor fuel 
tax (MFT) funds. 

Crispin said IDOT did not 
accept the higher bid amount 
but did approve the use of 
MFT for some of the work in 
the bid proposal like grinding 
the streets, removing bumps 
and patching. 

“We’re going to do that,” 
said Crispin. “We’ll knock 
down the bumps and patch so 
we are ready to bid again next 
year.”

Uncontrolled weed growth 
on the railroad right of ways 
in town is a continuing prob-
lem. 

“We can’t get anywhere 
with CSX so we don’t have 
any choice but to take matters 

CHRISMAN
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Well as affirmation the group’s 
efforts to make Edgar Coun-
ty a healthier place to live is 
gaining inroads with the com-
munity. Bee Well organized a 
few years ago when medical, 
business and community 
leaders grew concerned af-
ter two independent studies 
ranked Edgar County among 
the unhealthiest places to live 
in Illinois. Part of that finding 
was based on the high obesity 
rate and related problems of 
heart disease and diabetes in 
the county.

“It’s changing the culture 
from the grassroots level,” 
Sperry said about Bee Well’s 
efforts.

The gift from the 100 

Women Who Care builds 
on other successes Bee Well 
has enjoyed this year. The 
Circle K convenience stores 
partnered with Bee Well to 
promote purchasing water 
in Polar Pop containers as a 
healthier alternative to filling 
the giant cups with sugar-lad-
en soft drinks.

Wright said managers at the 
two stores have told her a no-
ticeable number of customers 
are taking advantage of the 
healthier choice.

An effort to promote heart-
healthy options on the menus 
of local restaurants is about 
complete. Dietician Kara Wil-
coxen has reviewed the menus 
of participating restaurants 
and made the selections that 
will get marked with a sticker 
showing the Bee Well logo.

BEE WELL
FROM PAGE 1A

opened in 1942, and several 
vocational building additions 
on Elizabeth and South Cen-
tral. One of these now houses 
a vocational training program 
in plastic injection molding 
through Lake Land Commu-
nity College.

Eveland Gym and the vo-
cational buildings are not part 
of the renovation effort cre-
ating senior apartments. The 
work is only being done in the 
building that fronts on Main 
Street.

The Edgar County Com-
munity Foundation also 
helped meet one of the IDNR 
requirements, and represents 

a small local investment 
into the project by a local 
non-profit organization that 
supports historic preserva-
tion.

Next step in advancing the 
high school renovation is the 
formal transfer of the deed to 
the building from the city to 
the LHDC. This should take 
place later this month.

FINANCING
FROM PAGE 1A

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Kansas Village Board mem-
bers hired a new water supervi-
sor at the regular board meet-
ing Wednesday, Sept. 4. 

Kansas resident Dan Shick 
will replace longtime employ-
ee Andrew Henn as the water 
superintendent of the Kansas 
Municipal Water Works. Henn 
plans to stay on board to help 
train Shick with a projected 
leaving date of Dec. 1.

Once Shick is acclimated 
with the water department 
and the daily operations, he 
will work part-time oversee-
ing maintenance of the equip-
ment, completing water sam-
ples and ensuring the quality of 

water in the village. The board 
approved paying Shick $800 
monthly for a total annual sala-
ry of $9,600. He begins Oct. 1.

Shick is highly qualified for 
the position. In 2017, he ob-
tained a biology degree from 
Eastern Illinois University. 
Shick is currently the lab direc-
tor at Charleston Water Ser-
vices and he possesses a Class 
A Environmental Protection 
Agency Drinking Water Oper-
ator Certification.

“I will learn from Andrew, 
then when ever he leaves I will 
make sure it runs efficiently,” 
Shick explained and added, 
“This is a little bit of a different 
operation than in Charleston.” 

The board approved the low 

bid from Coon Tree Service 
in Oakland to cut down and 
grind the stumps of five trees. 
Coon will remove three dead 
ash trees, a dead maple tree and 
a maple tree that is interfering 
with a drainage tile for a total 
of $5,025 to be paid from the 
motor fuel tax funds.

The Kansas Police Depart-
ment issued nine citations, five 
written warnings and 15 verbal 
warnings. Officers made five 
criminal arrests and dealt with 
seven complaints. KPD as-
sisted the Illinois State Police, 
Terre Haute, Ind., Police De-
partment and the Edgar Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department along 
with issuing two ordinance 
violations.

Kansas Village Board hires 
new water superintendent

“There were some really 
good options,” Wilcoxen 
said, adding some menus 
were more difficult than 
others to find a healthy 
choice.

Bee Well did have a set-
back when circumstances 
prevented getting a new 
site for the Paris commu-
nity garden in place for this 
growing season. Plans are 
underway to get one back 
for 2020.

Bee Well has helped es-
tablish community gardens 
in Paris, Kansas and Hume, 
and Wright had encourag-
ing news about a possible 
new location. She said a 
new Master Gardener in 
Chrisman wants to estab-
lish a community garden in 
that community. 

in our own hands,” said 
commissioner Tyler Alex-
ander. 

The situation is compli-
cated because Watco Com-
panies, L.L.C., has active 
use ownership of the track 
but the ground is owned 
by CSX. Alexander said a 
Watco representative has 
agreed to spray the weeds 
to a distance of 25 feet on 
either side of the tracks 
even though that is not 
Watco’s responsibility.

Watco, he added, is also 
willing to let city workers 
within those 25-foot spans 
to cut weeds. That still 
leaves another 25 feet of 
ground on each side of the 
track within CSX control.

“I’m concerned about 
safety,” said Alexander. 
“The weed height is ob-
scuring the views of the 
crossings.”

be doing something by my-
self,” said Lin. “I think elec-
trical engineering is pretty 
cool, but we don’t have 
classes around that.”

The Paris students learned 
some important cultural dif-
ferences between German 
and American teens. 

For example, it is much 
harder to obtain a drivers 
license in Germany.  

“They don’t see driving as 
a necessity,” said Allen.

Lin said talking with the 
Ritters gave him a better 
understanding of how the 
German government and 
economy works.

And another big differ-
ence – it is legal for 16 year 
olds in Germany to pur-
chase and consume beer 
and wine, but not spirits.

NEW GENERATION OF SCIENTISTS IN SHILOH

Special to The Prairie Press

Chemistry 2 has made a come back at Shiloh High School this year. It has been several years 
since the class was offered and teacher Kendra Saddoris is making the class an option by offer-
ing it during the zero hour before the normal school day begins. 
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Redbird
baseball 
gets wins
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Mayo Redbird base-
ball team enjoyed another 
successful week on the dia-
mond as they finished with 
a 2-1 record over the last 
seven days.

After falling to Marshall 
Saturday, Aug. 31 by the 
score of 7-2, the Mayo 
pitching staff buckled 
down and allowed just two 
hits total against Palestine 
and Casey.

MARSHALL 7, MAYO 2
Against Marshall the 

Redbirds fell behind in 
the fourth inning after bat-
tling the Lions to a 0-0 tie 
through the first three in-
nings of play. 

Marshall pushed across 
three runs in the fourth 
and fifth innings, while 
Mayo managed to plate 
two in the bottom of the 
sixth. 

Parker Underwood led 
off with a single, then stole 
second and third bases. 
He came home on an RBI 
groundout from Jackson 
Rigdon for the first run 
of the game for the home 
team. Brody Sanders 
reached on an error, then 
he came in to score on a 
single off the bat of Ethan 
Curl.

Underwood had a dou-
ble and a single to lead the 
offense for the Redbirds. 
Sanders, Curl and Chris-
tian Miller had a single 
apiece to round out the 
hitting. 

Sanders was charged 
with the loss, going 4.1 
innings in the game. He 
gave up four runs — three 
earned — on three hits. 
He walked four and struck 
out six on 89 pitches. Drew 
Rogers came on and fin-
ished the fifth and pitched 
all of the sixth. He allowed 
three runs-two earned-on 
four hits. He allowed two 
walks and struck out one. 
Ty King pitched a perfect 
seventh inning striking out 
two batters.

MAYO 11, PALESTINE 0
PALESTINE — The 

Redbirds traveled to Pales-
tine Tuesday, Sept. 3, and 
completely dominated the 
home team, coming away 
with an 11-0 win. 

Mayo pitchers Rigdon, 
Underwood, and King 
combined on a no-hitter in 
the game.

Mayo scored first in the 
second inning as Ethan 
Curl led off with a single 
and a steal of second. Af-
ter a walk to Drew Rog-
ers, Marcus Mitchell came 
through with an RBI single 
to left to give the Redbirds 
a 2-0 lead. The game was 
put out of reach in the third 
inning as Mayo pushed six 
runs across in the frame. 
Underwood singled, then 
stole second and third. 
Sanders singled to left for 
the third run. He came 
in to score on a triple off 
the bat of Curl, who then 
scored on the next pitch 
when Miller beat out an in-
field single. Rogers singled 
and Miller scored on a wild 
pitch to make it 8-0.

Curl was 3-for-3 in the 
game with an inside-the-
park home run, a triple, a 
single and a pair of runs 
batted in. Mitchell and 

See MAYO, Page 11A

Here to 
help you 
retire.

I’m not just here for insurance. I can also help you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944

Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

Missed opportunities
Tri-County Titans haunted by chances but Villa Grove-Heritage pulls away for 34-6 win
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan1222744@yahoo.com

VILLA GROVE — The 
Tri-County Titans had their 
chances to put rival Villa 
Grove-Heritage on the ropes 
in the Lincoln Prairie Con-
ference Friday but the Blue 
Devils prevailed, taking down 
TCT 34-6.

Like the Titans, Villa 
Grove/Heritage Blue Devils 
was coming off of an opening 
night loss to Tuscola.

As the game progressed, 
the little mistakes by the Ti-
tans stalled drives and the 
Blue Devils pulled away for 
the win.

The Blue Devils struck first 
in the opening quarter taking 
just seven plays on the open-
ing drive to hit pay dirt. Blake 
Smith found Ierik Sorensen 

for a 23-yard touchdown pass 
at the 9:13 mark.  The extra 
point was missed making the 
score 6-0.  

VGH then continued that 
momentum later in the first 
as Chase Burwell powered 
down the sidelines to score 
from 28-yards out with 6:55 
left.  The two-point conver-
sion failed making the score 
12-0.

The Titans then went on a 
drive using power running by 
Daniel Drake to get to mid-
field, but Mitch Pollock’s pass 
towards the end zone was in-
tercepted at the VGH 3 yard 
line to end the drive.  

The Titans made amends 
two plays later on a botched 
pitch attempt by the Blue 
Devils in the end zone. Drake 
recovered the ball for a touch-

down with 55.8 seconds left 
in the quarter.  The extra point 
was missed cutting the deficit 
to 12-6.

In the second quarter the 
Titans special teams come up 
big as Blake Devore recovered 
a muffed punt return in VGH 
territory to give TCT great 
field position. The Titans 
were able to use some clock 
to get near the VGH 20, but 
a couple of penalties set them 
back and stalled the drive.  

The Blue Devils then re-
sponded with a 62-yard pass 
from Smith to Sorensen down 
to the TCT seven yard line.  
Oon the next play Smith ran 
to his left and punched the 
ball in with 4:38 left in the 
half.  Smith found Jack Ben-
schneider on a pass for two 
points to make the score 20-6.  

That was the score as the 
teams headed to halftime.

The opening drive for the 
Titans in the third quarter 
was a  slow grind it out run-
ning game. Once again TCT 
moved inside the VGH red 
zone but the drive was stalled 
due to penalties that pushed 
the Titans out of scoring 
range.  

On the next series, the Blue 
Devils struck again marching 
down the field. Smith ran for 
the score from three yards out 
at the 6:01 mar in the third 
quarter. Smith then ran in 
the two-point conversion and 
VGH went up 28-6.

In the fourth quarter, the 
Titans once again recovered 
their second muffed punt of 
the game and had great field 
position.  The drive stalled as 

Pollock was intercepted for 
the second time.  

The Blue Devils went to the 
ground again at the 4:28 mark 
as Smith scampered in for his 
third rushing touchdown of 
the contest from 23 yards out.  
The extra point was missed 
making the score 34-6.  

The Titans had one final 
drive that went all the way 
down the VGH three yard 
line, but Lane Bisby fumbled 
on the play and the ball was re-
covered in the end zone by the 
for the Blue Devils touchback.

Despite the small mistakes 
made by the Titans, Head 
Coach Brian Anderson was 
pleased on the fight and the 
effort his team gave improv-
ing from last week’s perfor-
mance.

VB team 
picks up 
another
victory

TIGERS MOVE TO 2-0 ON THE SEASON

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Paris junior Garrett King brings down a Casey-Westfield running back Storm Washburn in first quarter action Friday, Sept. 6, 
at Tiger Stadium. The Tigers rolled up 474 yards of total offense in dominating their Little Illini Conference rivals to move to 
2-0 on the season.

Tigers dominate Warriors
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

Most of the Paris Tiger players and 
coaches wanted to forget last week’s 
narrow victory over the Newton Ea-
gles — but instead they used it as a 
valuable teaching tool.

Kudos to the players for taking those 
talking points to heart, as the Tigers 
routed the Casey-Westfield Warriors 
Friday night by the score of 45-14 be-
fore a rowdy crowd at Tiger Stadium.

With the victory, the Tigers move to 
2-0 on the season and also in the Little 
Illini Conference, while Casey falls to 
0-2.

Unlike last week, the Tiger offense 
moved methodically up and down the 
field all night without committing a 
turnover. In all, the Tigers gained 474 
yards of total offense, with 285 of those 
coming on the ground.

In a somewhat similar scenario to 
last week’s game, the Warriors received 
the ball first, and proceeded to drive 
the ball deep in to Tiger territory. Just 
like last week, the Tiger defense flexed 
its muscle and forced the Warriors into 
a 31-yard field goal attempt. The kick 
was no good and the Tiger offense 
took control. 

After a pair of Coy Landrum runs for 
six yards, junior wide receiver Garrett 
King took the handoff from quarter-
back Hunter Newlin on an end around 
rumbling 80-yards for the first score of 
the game. The extra point was blocked 
giving the Tigers a 6-0 lead with 6:07 
left in the opening quarter.

Adonna Bennett/The PrairiePress

Carter Hayes (21) scampers 49 yards for a touchdown in the Paris Friday, Sept. 6 
Tiger blowout of the Casey-Westfield Warriors. Hayes also picked off an interception 
for the Tigers.

See TITANS, Page 10A

See TIGERS, Page 10A

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris volleyball got 
out to a quick start in their 
Thursday evening matchup 
with Martinsville, winning 
the contest in straight sets 
25-11, 25-14. 

The win extends the 
Lady Tiger record to 3-0 
on the season.

Paris Coach Christy 
Pinkston has talked to her 
team about the importance 
of being efficient on the 
court. 

“I tell the girls all the 
time that a kill is a kill,” 
Pinkston said. “We want 
to be strategic with our hit-
ting and not just go into ev-
ery point trying to hit the 
ball as hard as we can.” 

Junior Emma Pinkston 
and senior Lizzie Rouse 
were a force to be reckoned 
with through the contest. 
Pinkston tallied seven kills 
on seven attempts, garner-
ing a perfect 1.00 hitting 
percentage. She also man-
aged to reel in four digs and 
a service ace. 

Rouse was also impres-
sive through the game, 
tacking on seven kills on 
nine attempts for a .778 
hitting percentage to go 
along with two blocks. 

Of her two leading at-
tackers, Pinkston said they 
are able to be so efficient 
in their game due to the 
groundwork that is laid be-
fore the swing from their 
teammates. From putting 
a strong block on an attack 
to digging the opposition’s 
ball to a properly timed 
and placed pass, each fac-
tor plays into the next Ti-
ger possession. 

“It is really neat to see 
them helping each other 
so much,” Pinkston said. 
“I am just so proud of this 
group of girls.” 

Junior Kristin Borchers 
and senior Sarah Wells 
each had two kills as well. 
Junior Sara Burger added a 
kill and three aces. Junior 
Payton Block had 18 assists 
in the matchup. 

The in-game skill and 
force that Paris brings to 
the court is not something 

See VOLLEYBALL, Page 10A
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for a great 2019 IESA Golf Sectional at Eagle Ridge!

We couldn’t have 
done it without our 

Volunteers!
Eagle Ridge Golf Course

Donnie/Jess Bartos
Carter Metcalf 

Crew Janis Ludeks
Dr. Jeremy Larson

Mayo Principal Kyle Shay
Pepsi/ Terre Haute

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

H U G E  L I V I N G  E S T A T E  A U C T I O N  -  P A R I S ,  I L
 10 Country Acres with Home, Buildings & Pond. JD

Tractors & Attachments, Ford Trucks, Trailer, Welders,
Quality Tools, Guns & Safe, Knives, Pool Table, Pinball

Machine, Antique Stove & Personal Property

Moss Auction Team LLC,
217-465-4545

Saturday, Sept. 21st 9:30am - 14019 E 400N Rd., Paris, IL
For more info & pictures visit us at:

www.mossauctionteam.com

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

“I just liked the way 
we competed all the way 
through,” he said.  “Last week, 
I was really disappointed in 
the way that we played in the 
second half.  I know that there 
was a lot of stuff going on with 
playing their first ever varsity 
game to injuries kind of shell-
shocked us a bit, but you can 
still control your effort.  We 
were much better tonight 
with that.  We made some 
huge gains with our o-line.  
There were times that we were 
really pounding them.  That 
is a good football team over 
there.”

The Titans managed 187 

total yards on 63 plays with 
43 of those coming on the 
ground for 149 yards.  Dan-
iel Drake had 21 carries for 
87 yards to lead the way.  
Mitch Pollock was only 4 of 
22 passing for 38 yards and 
two interceptions while add-
ing nine carries for 43 yards.  
The Titans defense and spe-
cial teams also came up huge 
forcing four VGH turnovers.  
Coach Anderson talked about 
Drake and his strong effort 
despite not practicing due to 
strep throat.

“Dan was running like a 
train at times,”  he added.  
“If we can get Lane (Bisby) 
healthy, we will get ready for 
Blue Ridge next week.  We 
just got to finish drives.  We 

do things right four or five 
times, then we give up a big 
play.  We can’t lose focus or 
this game will bite you.”

The Blue Devils racked up 
408 total yards on 37 plays.  
Blake Smith had a huge night 
with nine carries for 77 and 
three scores while going 4 
of 8 passing for 221 yards, a 
touchdown, and an intercep-
tion.  Chase Burwell added 
six touches for 45 yards and a 
score and Ierik Sorensen had 
two catches for 101 yards and 
a score in the win.

The Titans (0-2) will host 
the Blue Ridge Knights in 
the official Lincoln Prairie 
Conference opener on Friday 
night in Oakland.  Kickoff is 
set for 7 p.m. at Titans Field.

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 10A

Casey began its next pos-
session at their own 25-yard 
line and proceeded to run the 
ball eight consecutive times. 
The combination of Thor 
Stepina and Storm Washburn 
accounted for 57 yards on the 
ground to go along with a pass 
interference call against the 
Tigers. 

What some Tiger fans 
might have missed in this 
extended drive was a touch-
down saving tackle at the six 
yard line by the brother com-
bination of Carter and Chase 
Hays. 

Facing a fourth and goal 
at the Tiger three-yard line, 
Stepina was swallowed up in 
his own backfield by a host 
of Tigers and the Warriors 
turned the ball over on downs. 

Backed up in the shadow 
of their own end zone, the 
Tigers embarked on a 10-play, 
95-yard drive. With a third-
and-14 staring them in the 
face, Newlin connected with 
Mason Hutchings for a 56-
yard pass play to set the Tigers 
up with a first and goal at the 
five-yard line. Newlin called 
his own number on the next 
play and found the end zone 
to make the score 12-0. The 
two-point conversion failed.

As had been the case all 

night long, Casey began their 
next drive with excellent field 
position at their own 48-yard 
line. Paris forced a three-
and-out and took over deep 
in their own territory once 
again. 

Newlin completed a pass 
to King on first down for 
18 yards to give the Tigers 
some breathing room. Coy 
Landrum then ripped off a 
43-yard run down the visi-
tors sideline to give the Ti-
gers a first down at the War-
rior 29-yard line. Five plays 
later, Newlin found Nathan 
Zorn from 15-yards away for 
the third score of the game. 
Newlin then hit Sam Mays in 
the corner of the end zone for 
the two-point conversion to 
make the score 20-0 Paris.

Trying to gain any kind of 
momentum going into the 
half, Casey started their next 
drive on their own 45-yard 
line. Following an offensive 
holding call, Carter Hays 
tipped a pass from quarter-
back Aden Brenton and Jude 
Sullivan plucked the ball out 
of the air and returned it 36 
yards for another score with-
just 28 seconds after the last 
score  to make the Paris lead 
26-0. 

Fortune would bounce the 
Paris way on their next pos-
session, but this time in an 
unexpected way. 

Mays lined up to punt the 
ball away after the Tiger of-
fense was held to a three-and-
out — the only time all night 
long. 

The punt returner for Ca-
sey signaled for a fair catch, 
but the ball bounced off of 
his hands and right into the 
arms of long-snapper Mason 
Hutchings. 

Facing a fourth-and-14, 

Newlin tucked the ball and 
ran for 29-yards to give the 
Tigers a first down at the 
Casey 35 with just 0:01 left 
on the clock. Following a Ti-
ger timeout, Newlin found a 
wide-open Hutchings in the 
end zone to make it 32-0 at 
intermission.

With the running clock 
clearly in their sights coming 
out of the locker room, the 
Tiger offense went to work 
quickly and scored just 1:21 in 
to the second half. Landrum 
scored from 63-yards away on 
the third play from scrimmage 
to give the Tigers a 38-0 lead. 

Playing on both sides of 
the ball is something that is 
normal for schools the size 
of Paris, but contributing on 
both sides is something en-
tirely different. 

Carter Hays stepped in 
front of the first pass from 
Brenton on the next Warrior 
possession for the second in-
terception by the Tigers of the 
night. Four plays later he was 
rewarded as a Casey defender 
tipped the pass from Danny 
Perry, but Hays corralled it 
and scored from 49-yards out. 
The extra point by King was 
good and the Tigers led 45-0, 
starting running clock for the 
remainder of the game.

Along with the 285 yards 
on the ground, the Tigers 
added 189 through the air 
on 9-12 passing by their two 
quarterbacks. Newlin was 
8-for-11 for 140 yards and 
two scores — and did not 
play the final 16 minutes of 
the contest. Perry completed 
his only pass attempt for 49 
yards and a score. 

Landrum led the rushing 
attack for the Tigers as he 
gained 149 yards on just eight 
carries, and scored once. King 

gained 80 yards on his only 
carry of the night and scored. 
Along with his successful 
night passing, Newlin gained 
24 yards on the ground and 
a score. Nathan Zorn carried 
five times for 24 yards, Eli 
Board had one carry for eight 
yards, Perry carried twice for 
seven yards and Hutchings 
added four yards on a pair of 
touches.

Hutchings added three 
catches for 74-yards and a 
touchdown and Carter Hays 
caught two passes for 59-yards 
and a score. Landrum caught 
a pair of passes for 23 yards, 
King had one grab for 18 
yards and Zorn caught his 
only ball for 15-yards and a 
touchdown.

A slightly more relieved 
Coach Jeremy Clodfelder 
expressed joy over his team’s 
response following a rather 
lackluster performance last 
week. 

“I thought we did a really 
good job of bringing the en-
ergy tonight. We didn’t really 
have a lot of energy last week, 
and I felt like our kids kind of 
rose up and played to the level 
that we expect from them.” 

Clodfelder praised the fans 
and the atmosphere that they 
created at Tiger Stadium. 

“I thought that the crowd 
matched the enthusiasm from 
the cheerleaders and the band 
tonight, and that went a long 
way in determining the suc-
cess that we had on the field,” 
he said.

Next week brings a differ-
ent routine for the Paris foot-
ball players and coaches as the 
Tigers travel to Lawrenceville 
for a Saturday afternoon con-
test against the winless Indi-
ans. 

Kickoff is set for at 2 p.m. 

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Tiger offensive lineman Logan Bartley (70) and tight end Jude Sullivan (33) fight of Casey-West-
ield defenders during the Paris 45-14 win over the Warriors Friday at Tiger Stadium.

that is just flipped on when 
the whistle blows. It is 
something that is cultivated 
hours before the first serve, 
growing slowly in the at-
titude and demeanor that 
Paris volleyball carries with 

it. 
“The game is won or lost 

before we ever actually step 
foot onto the court,” Pink-
ston said. “We win or lose 
in the time leading up to the 
first play in our game faces 
and the way that we carry 
ourselves on the court. We 
want our presence to be 

known in that gym before 
we even touch a volleyball.” 

Paris plays again at 
Georgetown-Ridge Farm 
on Tuesday at 6:15 p.m. 
They then return home on 
Wednesday to play South 
Vermillion at 6 p.m. and 
on Thursday to play Ca-
sey-Westfield at 6:15 p.m. 

VOLLEYBALL
FROM PAGE 9A

JV football team takes 32-7 victory
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

The Paris junior varsity 
football team opened up its 
2019 season with a 32-7 win 
over the visiting Newton Ea-
gles Monday, Sept. 2. 

The Paris offense had 
troube holding onto the ball 
with three fumbles. With the 
offensive unit starting slow, 
the Paris defense was up to the 
task, stymieing the Eagles of-
fense in the first quarter leav-

ing both teams scoreless.  
Paris was finally able to 

sustain a drive towards the 
end of the second quarter as 
Eli Board at scored the first 
touchdown of the game by 
dragging multiple defenders 
into the end zone. 

Looking to get on the edge 
of the large defensive line of 
Newton, Paris opened the 
second half with an outside 
run from Nick Mohler, taking 
it nearly 70 yards for a touch-
down putting the Tigers up 
14-0. The sophomore outside 
linebacker also had a few stout 
defensive plays throughout 
the game. On the next stalled 
Newton possession, the Ea-

gles punted to Mohler, who 
returned it more than 60 yards 
for his second touchdown of 
the game. Later in the half, 
quarterback Braylon Nugent 
found Conor Benemann on a 
screen pass in the red zone for 
a touchdown, making it 27-0. 

 On a kickoff in the fourth 
quarter, Newton was able to 
score their only touchdown of 
the night on a return. On the 
Eagles’ next offensive posses-
sion, Eli Board scooped up a 
fumble from the Eagles and 
rambled 60 yards untouched 
to make the final score 32-7. 

Paris will play Casey West-
field at home Monday, Sept. 9, 
at 6:15 p.m. 

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216



BY PAT EATON-ROBB
AP Sports Writer

EAST HARTFORD, 
Conn. (AP) — Illinois hasn’t 
won a regular-season road 
game outside the Big Ten 
since 2007, but the Illini have 
a good chance to snap that 
streak Saturday when they 
visit UConn.

The Huskies haven’t beaten 
any team in the Bowl Subdi-
vision since October 2017.

Both teams are 1-0 this sea-
son after vastly different season 
openers. UConn matched its 
win total from last year’s 1-11 
season, using a strong running 
game and an improved defense 
to squeak out a 24-21 win over 
Wagner of the Championship 
Subdivision. 

The Illini took a 28-3 lead 
and routed Akron 42-3.

“For us, it doesn’t matter 
who our opponent is. We’re 
going on the road. We haven’t 
had a ton of success on the 
road,” said Illinois coach Lovie 
Smith. “There’s a lot at stake 
and good football teams can’t 
just play at home. You have 
to be able to go on the road, 
so I’m anxious to see how we 
respond in the second game.”

Here are some things to 
watch for Saturday as the two 
programs meet for the first 
time:

TRANSFER CREDIT
Illinois started five trans-

fers against Akron, including 
quarterback Brandon Peters. 

The transplant from Michi-
gan threw for 163 yards and 
three touchdowns and had 
a 20-yard touchdown run. 
Defensive lineman Oluwole 
Betiku Jr., a graduate transfer 
from Southern Cal, had six 
tackles, three for losses and 
1.5 sacks.

“They did a good job in 
free agency this offseason, in 
terms of picking up guys from 
the (transfer) portal,” said 
UConn coach Randy Edsall.

The Huskies also have 

some key transfers, including 
quarterback Mike Beaudry, 
who led Division II West 
Florida to the national cham-
pionship game in 2017. He 
threw for 158 yards against 
Wagner, but had an intercep-
tion returned 71-yards for 
a touchdown. Tailback Art 
Thompkins, who came from 
Toledo, ran for 91 yards and 
a touchdown.

RUNNING WILD
Thompkins combined 

with Kevin Mensah (144 
yards) for 235 rushing yards 
for the Huskies.  

Illinois, which had the sec-
ond-best running game in the 
Big Ten last season, rushed 
for 207 yards against Akron. 
That was below the Illini’s 
2108 average of 243 yards a 
game.

KEY INJURY
Illinois junior running 

back Mike Epstein suffered 
a season-ending knee injury 
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Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944

We also have....
Lottery, Video Gaming, Groceries and Great Wine  Selection

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

 
OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Pizza Burger  $3.25

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK: 
Maplenut 

Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Pork Burger, Chips & Drink $6.00

LAND FOR SALE

40.00 Acres, m/l
Sale Pending!

Section 6, Hunter
Township

Mature Timber
Great for Hunting

For more information, 
contact

217-762-9881

Edgar County

www.Hertz.ag

Real Estate Services
Monticello, IL

Parker Sanders each had a pair 
of singles; with Mitchell driv-
ing in three runs. Underwood, 
Brody Sanders, Miller, and 
Rogers had a single apiece.

Rigdon pitched the first 
two innings without allow-
ing a run or a hit. He walked 
three and struck out three on 
35 pitches. Underwood en-
tered in the third inning and 
worked a perfect 2.1 innings. 
He walked one and struck out 
five. King got the final two 
outs of the game, allowing a 
walk while striking out one.

MAYO 7, CASEY-WESTFIELD 0
The Redbirds wrapped up 

their week with a trip to Ca-
sey on Thursday afternoon, 
Sept. 5 and came home with 
an 8-0 win. 

Pitching once again dom-
inated the story in this game 
as Sanders and Underwood 
combined to allow just two 
hits, and three total baserun-
ners on the day.

Slow starts have become 
the norm for Mayo and 
Thursday was no exception. 
The Redbirds finally pushed 
their first run across in the 

fourth inning, after striking 
out a total of eight times in the 
first three plus frames.

Sanders was hit by a pitch 
to start the third, then Curl 
walked. After a pair of stolen 
bases, runners were at sec-
ond and third with just one 
out. Mayo scored without the 
benefit of putting the ball in 
play as wild pitches and walks 
forced home three runs.

In the sixth inning Rog-
ers singled with one out, ad-
vanced on a wild pitch, and 
scored on a single by Parker 
Sanders. Underwood singled 
to center to put runners on 
second and third with Rigdon 
delivering an RBI double with 
two outs.

Curl led the way offensive-
ly with a pair of doubles and 
an RBI. Rigdon had a double, 
a single, and an RBI; Rogers 
had a pair of singles; Brody 
Sanders had a double; and 
Underwood and Parker Sand-
ers added a single each.

Mayo will be participating 
in a wooden bat tournament 
today at Neoga as they face 
the host school at 9 a.mm, 
followed by a game against 
Altamont Lutheran. On Tues-
day, Sep. 10, they will play 
Tri-County at 4:30 p.m. 

MAYO
FROM PAGE 9A

Illini seek road win today at UConn 

Special to The Prairie Press

Illinois running back Ra’Von Bonner (21) maneuvers past Akron defender Bubba Arslanian (27) 
in the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Aug. 31, at Memorial Stadium in 
Champaign-Urbana. The Illini hit the road today in search of their first road win outside the Big 10 
since 2007.

against Akron, after missing 
much of the last two seasons 
with foot problems. 

Epstein has played 13 
games over three seasons 
and rushed for 802 yards and 
scored seven touchdowns.

HUSKY DEBUT
Wide receiver Ardell 

Brown, who transferred to 
UConn from Division II Se-
ton Hall, is expected to make 
his season debut after missing 
the Huskies opener with an 

undisclosed injury. 
Brown caught 81 passes 

for 1,267 yards as a Pirate last 
year and won a starting job in 
camp this summer.

DEFENSIVE IMPROVEMENT
UConn allowed 185 yards 

of offense to Wagner. That 
was an improvement for 
UConn, which set records 
by giving up an average of 
617 yards and 50.4 points in 
2018. Illinois rolled up 401 
yards against Akron.

Titans seeded 7th in regional
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan`122744@yahoo.com

The draw for this season’s 
IESA Class 1A junior high 
softball tournament was an-
nounced on Thursday as 
Tri-County was given the sev-
enth seed of the eight-team 
Villa Grove Regional.

The Titans will travel to 
Georgetown Wednesday 
to face the second-seeded 
Georgetown Mary Mill-
er Panthers.  Start time for 
the game had not been an-
nounced at press time. The 
two teams will face off on 
Tuesday in Hume in the reg-
ular season finale at 4:30 p.m. 
making it two straight games 
in two days. 

The championship game is 
set for Monday, September 
16 in Villa Grove at 4:30 p.m. 
with the champion advancing 
to the Sweet Sixteen and the 
sectional title contest. 

The team was looking 
to end a three-game los-
ing streak with contests on 
Wednesday and Thursday as 
the end of the regular season 
approached. As the week end-
ed, the Titans fought back in 
both games to tie the score 
before late inning heroics 
hope of a victory, leaving the 
team 0-2.

PARIS CRESTWOOD 8, TITANS 6 
The Titans were back home 

at Shiloh High School in 
Hume on Thursday to face 
Crestwood. The Eagles start-
ed the scoring in the top of 
the first as Brylee Yates scored 

on a passed ball to take a 1-0 
lead. 

Crestwood then added two 
runs in the top of the third as 
Gracie Dyer hit a run-scoring 
double, bringing in Alaina 
Boren, then scored on two-
straight throwing errors by 
the Titans, giving the Eagles 
a 3-0 lead.

Tri-County responded 
with three runs of their own 
in the bottom of the inning, 
as Shaylun Christenberry 
singled with one out, then 
scored on a single by Brooke 
Alexander to make the score 
3-1. Alexander then scored on 
a double by Kiersten Budd, 
who then scored on a wild 
pitch by Bella Moreschi and 
the contest was tied at 3-3.

In the top of the fourth, 
the Eagles added a run on a 
double by Cate Kirby to score 
Mallaree Burgin to give Crest-
wood a 4-3 lead.  The Eagles 
then added two runs in the 
top of the seventh as Kilee Ed-
wards singled to score Yates, 
then scored on a double by 
Dyer and Crestwood to an 
6-3 lead.

The Titans then rallied back 
in the bottom of the frame as 
Christenberry singled before 
Lily Brown singled to put run-
ners at first and second. Budd 
then hit a two-run double 
to cut the deficit to 6-5 then 
scoring later on a single by 
Emily Milburn. 

The Eagles responded 
in the top of the eighth as 
Burgin walked, then scored 
on a throwing error by Jon-

ika Nickles to make the 
score 7-6.  Three batters later, 
Boren singled home Sophie 
Henderson taking an 8-6 
lead.  Tri-County went 1-2-3 
in the bottom of the seventh 
to give Crestwood the two-
run win.

Shaylun Christenberry 
went 3 for 5 with a stolen base 
and two runs scored while Ki-
ersten Budd was 3 for 3 with 
two doubles, two runs scored, 
and three RBI.  Brooke Alex-
ander was 1 for 3 with a run 
scored, a stolen base, and 
an RBI and Emily Milburn 
went 2 for 4 with an RBI. Lily 
Brown went 1 for 4 with a sto-
len base and a run scored.

Budd went the distance 
going eight innings, giving up 
six hits and eight runs - four 
earned - while walking four 
and striking out 19.

Gracie Dyer was 2 for 
4 with two doubles, a run 
scored, and two RBI while 
Cate Kirby was 1 for 4 with a 
double and an RBI. Mallaree 

Burgin went 1 for 3 with two 
runs scored and Brylee Yates 
added two runs scored.

Bella Moreschi went the 
distance going eight innings, 
giving up ten hits and six runs 
— five earned — while walk-
ing four and striking out 14.



BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The annual Doc Acklin 
Invitational was completed 
with perfect weather Satur-
day, Aug. 31 at Paris High 
School.

The invitational, spon-
sored by Horizon Health, is 
in honor of longtime Hori-
zon Health physician and 
Paris native James “Jim” Ack-
lin.

Acklin was an outstand-
ing cross-country runner for 
Coach Ernie Eveland and 
was a member of the Tiger 
teams that won the first four 
IHSA cross-country state ti-
tles. 

Proceeds from the invi-
tational — which includes 
boys and girls junior high 
teams as well as boys and 
girls high school teams as 
well as an open race — are 
used to fund a scholarship in 
Acklin’s honor.

Top finisher for all the Paris 
teams on the day was Mayo 
sixth grader Case Colvin 
who took third in the junior 
high boys race with a time of 
13:11.4. Teammate Kalvin 
Rigdon finished in 10th place, 
covering the course in a time 
of 13:47.5. The Mayo boys 
tem finished fourth.

The Marshall High School 
team beat out a highly-regard-
ed St. Joe Ogden and won the 
girls overall competition.

St. Joe Ogden won the 
boys competition, with Mar-
shall coming in at a close sec-
ond place. 

The Lions fielded several 
top runners as Isabel Arthur 
finished first with a time of 
18:25.1. Brooklyn Bender 
finished second with a time 
of 18:28.3. Emma Gard took 
fourth-place with a time 
20:28.8. Calin Morris man-
aged a top 10 finish as well, 
crossing the finish line in 
eighth place with a time of 
21:00.4. 

The Marshall boys team 
placed second overall with a 
team score of 49. Dylan Still-
well placed third overall with 
a time of 17:13.2. Benn Ross 
followed just behind, with a 
fifth-place finish and time of 
17:34.5. 

The Marshall Junior High 

boys team finished fifth over-
all with a team score of 124. 
Brayden Karkalik finished 
in 13th place with a time of 
14:17.4. 

The Paris girls team fin-
ished fourth overall with a 
team score of 104. Kaitlyn 
Coombes took 12th place 
with a time of 21:34.7. 

The Paris boys team fin-
ished sixth overall with 
a team score of 166. Jef-
fery Bennett was the high-
est-placing runner for the Ti-
gers, finishing the race in 28th 
place with a time of 19:42.2. 

The Tri-County girls team 
had just one runner, Grace 
Hopper, compete in the race. 
Hopper finished with a time 
of 22:28.5. 

The Tri-County boys’ 
team finished seventh over-
all with a team score of 175. 
Ross Petty was the first Titan 
across the finish line with an 
18th place finish and a time of 
18:54.6. 

The Tri-County junior 
high boys’ team finished in 
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at 
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Perfect weather for Acklin Invitational

third place with a team score 
of 68. Jase Petty was the 
highest-ranking runner of 
the team, finished in seventh 
place with a time of 13:34.3. 
Jordan Dowdin finished 
ninth with a time of 13:39.1. 

The Chrisman girls’ team 
fielded just four runners and 
was unable to compete as a 
team. Milee Devore was the 
highest-placing Eagle, finish-
ing with a time of 24:54.4. 

The Chrisman boys’ team 
fielded just four runners and 
was unable to compete as 
a team. However, Eli John-
son finished with a time of 
18:28.7. 

The Chrisman junior high 
boys’ team finished first over-
all in its class with a score of 
15. Seth Ellis finished first 
with a time of 16:04. Amos 
Neal finished second with 
a time of 16:07.8. Talon 
Presslor finished third with a 
time of 16:39.5. Dylan Lucas 
finished fourth with a time of 
17:48. Jonathan Neal fiished 
fifth with a time of 28:26.7. 

Special to The Paris Press

Mayo Middle School’s Case Colvin, left, runs with Casey-West-
field’s Ben Leighty, at right, and Ethan Meneely of Heritage in 
the Doc Acklin Cross-Country Invitational. Colvin finished third 
behind Meneely and Leighty.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Marshall High School girls team took first in the Acklin Invitation Saturday, Aug. 31, at Paris 
High School, besting perennial state powerhouse the St. Joe-Ogden girls.

Special to The Prairie Press

Mayo eighth grader Kalvin Rigdon, right, finished 10th in the Doc Acklin Invitation Saturday, Aug. 
31, at Paris High School. Chrisman’s Taylor Pressor (535) and Tri-County’s Gabe Krunk.

Special to The Prairie Press

And they’re off! The junior high boys teams leave the finish line in Saturday’s Doc Acklin 
Cross-Country Invitational Aug. 31 at Paris High School.

Special to The Prairie Press

Tri-County’s Ross Petty, at left, moves ahead of two runners 
from St. Joe-Ogden in Saturday’s Doc Acklin Cross-Country 
Invitational, sponsored by Horizon Health.
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BY RUTH PATCHETT
rpweib1@gmail.com

Have many readers have heard the 
expression of someone living up to their 
name? 

The amazing apple tree in our yard has 
lived up to its name this year and many 
people have been blessed as a result. It is 
a Wealthy variety, and I can’t recall it ever 
being so wealthy with apples. People 
joke how one zucchini plant can feed a 
third world country, our apple tree could 
have done the same. 

A Wealthy apple is an American cul-
tivar and was first grown by Peter Gide-
on in 1868. He named it after his wife, 
Wealthy Hull. After settling in Mineso-
ta, Gideon discovered only crab apples 
grew there. He devoted years of trial 
and error with other apple varieties until 
creating an apple that can tolerate and 
thrive in the Minnesota climate. 

The long bloom period of a Wealthy 
makes it a great pollinator for other apple 
trees. It is suitable for growing in most of 
the continental United States, except for 
really warm climates and along the far 
western coastal areas.  

Supposedly, it was one of the five most 
popular apples grown in the beginning 
of the early 20th century. This tree often 
bears fruit the first year and is especially 
good for making pies, sauces and juices. 

In the spring, our tree was loaded with 
gorgeous blossoms. Tom no longer rais-
es honeybees and believed it was safe 
to spray the tree with a chemical that 
was supposed to reduce the number of 
apples setting on. I think it had the op-
posite result, as I have never given away 
more apples from this tree than this year.  

First I made jars and jars of applesauce 
for our grandchildren. I canned it with-
out any sugar or cinnamon, just pure 
applesauce. My four-year-old grand-
daughter likes to make her own version 
of a fruit smoothie. She uses applesauce, 
a ripe peach, banana and blueberries all 
smashed together with yogurt. Is there 
a name for a fruit lover? Annie is not a 
vegetarian but more a fruitarian.

So who else received the wealth from 
our wealthy tree? First I gave a large box 
of apples to a couple that wanted to make 
applesauce for some friends. Another 
large box went to a dear friend of mine 

HEIRLOOM APPLE TREE PROVIDES OVERABUNDANCE

Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press

An old variety of apples known as Wealthy await processing into applesauce in Ruth Patchett’s kitchen. An American heirloom 
variety, Wealthy apples are a multi-use fruit that are good as both an eating apple and a cooking apple.

Living Wealthy for awhile

Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press

Ulla Kesler makes applesauce in the 
kitchen of her friend Ruth Patchett. It 
was the first time Kesler tried making 
homemade applesauce, and it helped 
Patchett whose apple tree, a Wealthy 
cultivar, produced a super abundant 
crop this year.

who enjoys cooking with her grand-
daughter. Her granddaughter thought it 
was lots of fun and is such a polite girl 
I received the loveliest note and thank 
you from her. 

I also gave three, five-gallon buckets 
to someone else for applesauce mak-
ing. When I went to a family reunion I 
brought a large baking dish of fried ap-
ples and six bags of apples to pass out 
for anyone wishing to make their own 
version of fried apples later. 

Still, the tree was not finished. Part of 
the fun I had was taking a bag of apples 
with me when I went on visits to friends 
and neighbors and making fried apples 
while visiting. They provided the butter, 
sugar and cinnamon along with a skillet 
and I brought the apples and fixed the 
dish while visiting. It was so easy and 
fun to do. 

For those people not home or want-
ing to make their own apple dishes, I 
gave out six bags to various friends and 
made two more batches of fried apples 
to bring to more friends. 

Was I done with the apples? No. I 

APPLE CAKE WITH PENUCHE ICING
Ruth Patchett

Apple Cake:
½ cup unsalted butter softened
2 cups sugar
2 eggs
1 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. nutmeg
1 tsp. vanilla
½ tsp. salt
2 tsp. baking soda
2 ¼ cups flour
4 cups peeled and finely chopped apples
1 cup chopped walnuts

Penuche Icing:
½ cup of butter
1 cup packed brown sugar
¼ cup milk
1 tsp. vanilla
2 cups sifted powdered sugar

For the cake:
In large mixing bowl cream sugar and 

butter together. Add eggs and beat well. 
Add spices, vanilla, salt, baking soda, 
mixing well. Add flour, apples and nuts. 
Mix and then put in greased and floured 
9x13 inch cake pan. Bake in preheated 
350-degree oven for 45 minutes. Test with 
toothpick. Cool cake for about 30 minutes 
and frost with Penuche icing.

For the Icing:
Boil together butter, brown sugar and 

milk for 2 & ½ minutes in small saucepan, 
stirring constantly. Remove from heat and 
add vanilla. Pour into a bowl and add sifted 
powdered sugar. Beat until smooth and 
thick, about 4-5 minutes. Spread on cake.

In geometry, we learned 
the shortest distance between 
two points is a straight line 
connecting them. This is true, 
but only for Euclidean Plane 
Geometry. Plane Geometry 
is based on the plane, which 
is a flat surface. As soon as the 
geometry changes so does the 
answer. 

The Earth is a sphere. If 
President Trump travels to 
North Korea on the other 
side of the Earth, the shortest 
distance is not flying due east. 
On a sphere, the shortest dis-
tance between points is the arc 
of the great circle connecting 
them. Air Force One flies over 
the pole in an arc going from 
Washington to Pyongyang.

It would be shorter yet to 
tunnel through the Earth to 
meet with Kim Jong-un. That’s 
not practical but venturing 
into the bizarre world of 
quantum mechanics is to enter 
a different reality. 

Science fiction is fond of 
wormholes, but they are not 
fiction. They were first identi-

fied as a solution to Einstein’s 
field equations and last month 
physicists published a DIY 
wormhole construction guide. 
Don’t start planning a vacation 
to Alpha Centauri just yet, 
but tunneling from point A to 
point B in the universe just got 
more real.

A wormhole is a connection 
between two points poten-
tially millions of light years 
apart. They depend on gravity, 
which we’ll get back to. For 
starters think about traveling 
the oceans by ship. Until 1914 
it was an 8,000-mile trip from 
the Atlantic side of Panama 
to the Pacific side by sailing 
around the horn of South 
America. After punching a 
canal through the strait, the 
same journey only took 50 
miles and 8 hours. It was the 
same result as sailing 8,000 
miles in eight hours at a speed 
of 5 mph. The trick is making 
the shortcut.

Space is neither a flat plane 
nor a smooth sphere. It’s 
warped and twisted. Instead of 

a smooth, firm grape it is more 
of a crushed and wrinkled 
raisin. Points on a raisin may 

be far apart 
if  following 
the surface 
but nearby 
if punching 
through the 
skin. 

As an illus-
tration, draw 
two small 
circles six 
inches apart 
on a flat piece 

of paper and then crumple up 
the paper. The points that are 
six inches apart following the 
wrinkled surface may only be 
a quarter of an inch apart by 
going through the paper.   

The universe is warped 
and wrinkled due to gravity. 
Gravity distorts space, which 
is what causes the force pulling 
a mass down. One mass slides 
down into the pocket created 
by a bigger mass from the 
bigger warp it makes. Einstein’s 
Theory of General Relativity 

explained gravity by treating 
it as acceleration where mass 
distorts space. 

Einstein created equations 
to quantify the relationships. 
Complex equation sets often 
have multiple solutions de-
pending on initial conditions. 
One early solution for General 
Relativity showed if the mass 
was great enough and the size 
small enough it results in a 
space/time distortion so great 
that not even light can avoid 
slipping down into the rabbit 
hole. This is the black hole.

Originally this was only a 
theoretical solution, but when 
astronomers knew what to 
look for it didn’t take long 
to spot black holes. Their 
existence was predicted from a 
solution to a set of math equa-
tions leading to a search where 
they were observed in nature.

The idea for wormholes 
in the universe also arose by 
exploring possible solutions 
to the relativity equations. 
They were first theorized by 
physicist Ludwig Flamm in 

1916. He realized a solution 
to the equations was possible 
leading to a tunnel. In 1935, 
Einstein and physicist Nathan 
Rosen took up the challenge of 
exploring wormhole solutions. 

A wormhole is a theoret-
ical passage through space 
creating a shortcut through 
time and space known as 
an Einstein-Rosen bridge. 
A wormhole is much like a 
tunnel with two ends each at 
separate points in space-time. 
A wormhole has a gapping 
opening at point A in the 
universe and another tear in 
the fabric of space-time at 
some point B. The two ends 
are connected by a narrow 
tunnel. The two ends could 
both be black holes. Theoret-
ically wormholes should be 
common, but they’re unstable 
and collapse as soon as a single 
photon of light enters them. 

The idea of a shortcut 
through the fabric of the 
universe is appealing. Black 
holes are well documented 
and our understanding is they 

do literally tear a hole in the 
fabric of space. The challenge 
is keeping the portal open long 
enough to be useful. 

We moved a step closer 
last month when the preprint 
journal ArXiv published a DIY 
Wormhole recipe. It can last 
long enough to send a message 
or even particles through to 
another point in the universe. 
It just takes a couple of super 
long cosmic strings. 

The trick to keeping it 
open is to start with opposite 
charged black holes. One 
positive and the other end 
negative except opposites 
attract so the combined 
attractions would pull the 
ends together. To keep the 
opposite charged black holes 
apart thread a cosmic string 
through it. Cosmic strings 
are theoretical defects in the 
fabric of space-time left over 
from the first fractions of a 
second after the Big Bang. 
They are no wider than a pro-
ton but a single inch would 

The beautiful, mind-boggling world of quantum mechanics

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

See APPLES, Page 2B

The things guys won’t do 
when they fall in love.  

I reckon their antics make 
perfectly 
good sense 
to them, 
but some 
attempts 
are heart-
breaking 
failures. 
Efforts 
can begin 
at an early 
age, such 
as carrying 

a girl’s books to and from 
school or carving a heart-
shaped love message on a 
beech tree that may endure 
for 100 years.

In the old days, especially 
in the hill country, dating 
boys rode a mule to the girl’s 
house, the mule being new-
ly sheared and combed, of 
course, to look impressive. 

Girls were honored to sit 
in front of the boys on the 
mules’ bony backs. Natural-
ly, the boys wrapped their 
arms around their dates 
to provide safety as well as 
affection. Once the couple 
was married, though, the 
girls rode behind.

Many were the boys 
who wore tattoos on their 
arms. The girls’ names were 
featured in a loving gesture. 
This was especially popular 
with guys in the armed 
forces.  

I know one fellow who 
wears a tattoo from the 
Korean War days. It says, 
“Love, Annette,” with an 
arrow piercing a heart. It 
doesn’t bother him that An-
nette ditched the romance 
a few weeks later.  He’s been 
married to Florence for 66 
years, but still wears that 
tattoo.

Hubert fell in love during 
World War II. Stationed in 
Washington, he sent a nice 
bouquet of flowers every 
week to his Illinois sweet-
heart. This continued for 
two years until he married a 
Filipino girl from Seattle.

Today certain guys make 
a point to take their sweetie 
to a major league baseball 
stadium, where for a few 
hundred dollars, the home 
team will light up an elec-
tronic display of a person-
alized marriage proposal. 
Some guys have risked life 
and limb to paint love decla-
rations on railroad or high-
way overpasses. Perhaps the 
most expensive display of 
love or marriage proposal 
is to hire an airplane pilot, a 
so-called skydiver, to really 
impress a girlfriend with a 
cloud message.

Dear 
John, 
oh how 
I hate 
to write

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

See CODGER, Page 2B

The county prosecutor, 
an intractable fellow named 
Stan, kept busy in the ear-
ly 1970s 
b r i n g i n g 
tokers to 
j u s t i c e . 
Les Mies-
e r a b l e s ’ 
b l o o d -
h o u n d 
p o l i c e 
inspector 
Javert had 
nothing on 
this guy.

Not that he was 
mean-spirited; we eventual-
ly became friends. He died a 
few years back; my wife still 
hates him. Stan got on her 
bad side the time he called 
me at the newspaper office, 
and, in a voice hissing with 
emotion, said, “You are a 
snake in the grass.”

I looked the phrase up in 
my handy dictionary: a per-
son who is treacherous or 
deceitful. I expect, eventual-
ly, to see the phrase bantered 
about on Twitter by the na-
tion’s ultimate insulter.

The list of malefactors 
filled several columns of the 
newspaper daily. Not only 
were their names printed, 
but also their ages, where 
they lived, who their parents 
were and what they ate for 
breakfast.

Readers loved it. We all 
delight in talking about oth-
er people, reveling in their 
miseries and shaking our 
heads in disapproval. It is 
built into our genes. 

My editor, Ralph, had 
no use for people who used 
marijuana, rejoiced as he 
lit up one of his ever-pres-
ent cigarettes. The funeral 
homes loved him.

He heaped praise on 
Stan’s crack down on tokers. 
Ralph hated hippies – all 
that long hair, in particular. 
He also hated Yasser Arafat, 
had no use for preachers and 
loved to play poker with the 
boys at the local American 
Legion.

Stan made a big mistake 
when he threw Ralph in jail 
overnight after the police in-
terrupted a poker game. The 
next morning Ralph went 
into the publisher’s office 
and volunteered his resigna-
tion. It was refused.

Collecting long lists of 
marijuana arrests, however, 
did not equal the output of 
traffic tickets. They usually 
amounted to around 30 a 
day, and were of great in-
terest to the women of the 
community.

Women – and this may 
sound sexist (but, what the 
heck) – hate for people to 
know their age. I personally 
knew a 94-year-old woman 
who claimed she was 60. 
Women did, however, take a 

The local 
paper is 
the best 
source

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER 
LOOK

See REYNOLDS, Page 9B
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Win VIP tickets to see
ELTON JOHN’s final Indy

concert ever plus $500! Register
to win at wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

HONEY
M-M-M

FREE PUBLIC PROGRAM
Raising Bees and Honey

SEPT. 17
6:00 P.M.

4-H FAIRGROUNDS

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils 
Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs

 and employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to
 participate call Extension at 217-465-8585.

Edgar County Home 
& Community Education

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 09/11 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 09/13:Thur 09/12:
Ham & scalloped 
potato casserole,
green beans or 
    garden salad 

& roll

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!

Roast beef,
mashed potatoes 
w/gravy, garden 

Salad & roll

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, engagement, wedding or birth for free: email 

nzeman@prairiepress.net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

MILESTONES

Marge Erkenbeck turns 90 
years old Sept. 11. No formal 
celebration is planned but 
friends are always welcome 
to visit her at Life’s Journey 
and birthday greetings may 
be sent in care of Life’s Jour-
ney Senior Living, 705 Ken-
ton Street, Paris.

Born at Redmon, Erken-
beck lived in Paris where 
she was actively involved 
with the community. She 
served three terms as a com-
missioner on the Paris City 
Council and was the man-
ager of the Main Street Pro-
gram. Her other activities 

included Meals on Wheels, 
the Cancer Society, Faith 
in Action, serving as a Paris 
Hospital volunteer, and she 
served many years on the 
former Edgar County Bank’s 
scholarship committee. 

She has two children Jo-
anne (Dan) Trueblood of De-
catur and David Erkenbeck 
of Paris; one granddaughter, 
Trisha; and one great-grand-
daughter, Madison. 

Erkenbeck is a Universi-
ty of Illinois graduate and a 
huge Illini fan. She has been 
a season ticket holder for 
many years. 

Erkenbeck celebrates 90th birthday

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Illinois 4-H Founda-
tion honors extraordinary 4-H 
alumni, volunteers, and for-
mer 4-H staff annually at the 
Illinois State Fair. This year, 
Edgar County’s own Brad 
Cash received this honor.

Raised on a rural farm, 
Cash joined the Bell Ridge 
Ag 4-H Club in 1968, ulti-
mately showing as many as 
32 projects his senior year of 
high school. After aging out 
of 4-H, he followed in his par-
ents’ footsteps, and became 
the adult leader of the same 
club, where he has served for 
41 years. 

Many local 4-H’ers know 
Cash as the rocket man. He 
wrote Edgar County’s 4-H 
Aerospace project program 
and is still teaching about 
aerospace and judging in 

county and 4-H fairs and 4-H 
competitions.

Giving back to the commu-
nity comes natural to Cash. 
He is active in several local or-
ganizations including Knights 
of Columbus, Paris FFA 
Alumni Association, Edgar 
County 4-H Association, Ed-
gar County 4-H Federation, 
Edgar County 4-H Pork Chop 
Barbecue Fundraiser and Par-
is Lions Club.

Cash said one of the great-
est joys of being a 4-H leader 
was watching his son, Adam, 
complete for 10 years in 4-H, 
and joining his home club as 
an adult 4-H leader.

The Bell Ridge 4-H Club’s 
first meeting of the new 4-H 
year is 7 p.m. Sept. 9 at the 4-H 
fairgrounds. All youth who are 
ages 8-18 as of Sept. 1 of this 
year are welcome to join.  

More information about 

4-H and other clubs in Edgar 
County is available at go.il-
linois.edu/ccc or by calling 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion Office at 217-465-8585.

Cash inducted into 4-H Hall of Fame

Special to The Prairie Press

Brad Cash of Paris was recent-
ly inducted into the 4-H Hall of 
Fame because of his longtime 
involvement and continuing 
support of the program.

called my friend Ulla one Sat-
urday morning and asked her 
come over and we made ap-
plesauce together. She had not 
done this before and loved it. 

Ulla is health oriented and 
loved the idea of it being all 
fresh with no preservatives. We 
had a great time making and 
freezing bags of applesauce to-
gether. Ulla is from Germany 
and shared pictures with her 
parents who live there so they 
could share the story and pic-
tures of her making applesauce. 

Every couple of days I told 

FRIED APPLES
Ruth Patchett

Ingredients
15-20 apples washed and bad 

spots cut out. I leave the 
peels on for the great fiber 
and simply slice the apples 
after coring. 

Put in a large skillet with a 
tight fitting lid and add about ¼ 
cup water. Cook over medium 

heat and apples will become 
soft in about 10 minutes. 
Remove lid, stir and add 3-4 
tablespoons butter, ¼ cup 
sugar or more depending on 
sweetness desired, and 1 tsp. 
cinnamon, optional. Stir till 
butter is melted. I like to eat 
hot fried apples on a slice of 
buttered oat nut bread and call 
it my fried apple open-faced 
sandwich. Some people like it 
on toast. 

APPLES
FROM PAGE 1B
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Tops IL #1563 met Aug. 29 
with 20 member’s weighing in 
and 19 members attending the 
meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were Tammy Hess, TOPS best 
loser; Barbara Dick, KOPs 
best loser; Ruth Ann Knight, 
best walker; Janet Embry won 
the walking drawing; Sandy 
Randall won the food chart 
drawing; Sue Bennett won free 
dues for September; and Sue 
Bennett, Glenda Berry, Wil-
ma Cook, Marcella Coy, Jean 
Daniels, Tammy Hess, Ruth 
Ann Knight, Sara McCrocklin, 
Brenda Porter, Sandy Randall, 
Penny Ring and Coralie Smit-

tkamp were contest winners 
for July and August.

Members walked a total of 
17 1/2 miles during the previ-
ous week.

The program was reviewing 
the by-laws, and it was decided 
no changes are needed.    

Tops IL #1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting at 
9 a.m. Visitors and new mem-
bers are always welcome and 
more information is available 
by calling 466-3885 or 251-
5190.

TOPS IL #2318 met Sept. 3 
with 15 members weighing in 
and 15 members attending the 

meeting.
Club members recognized 

were: Jayne Peters, TOPS 
weekly loser and food draw-
ing winner; Mary Ruth Clark, 
KOPS drawing winner and 
contest winner; Sharon Phil-
lips, special drawing winner 
for a fruit and veggie basket 
and top walker; and Marcy 
Heminger, top exerciser and 
top cyclist.

Verna Smith’s program was 
about fun stretches.

TOPS IL #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh 
in is 5:45-6:50 p.m., and the 
meeting starts at 7 p.m. More 
information is available by call-
ing 217-822-0953.

TOPS groups meet up during August

Tom I was done with the ap-
ples but the tree did not listen, 
and I can’t stand to see things 
go to waste. I decided it was 
time to put apples in the freez-
er for apple cake with penuche 
icing. 

The cake calls for four cups 
of finely chopped apples. Tom 
chopped 20 cups as we decid-
ed we needed to test out the 
recipe again to make sure it was 
as delicious as we remembered. 
Four bags of four cups each 
went in the freezer and the last 

four cups made one apple cake 
that was difficult to resist. 

Normally, I only use Granny 
Smith or yellow delicious for 
my apple pies but I decided to 
put up a couple of bags of ap-
ples from the wealthy tree this 
year and so those are in the 
freezer as well.

Is the tree done? For me, it 
finally is. I am passing the next 
ones on to my friendly squir-
rels. Hope the squirrels enjoy 
some of the wealth as much as 
I have.

Sometimes these expen-
sive efforts were rewarded 
with success, sometimes 
not. Songs, in particular 
country music songs, tend 
to pertain to love. Many are 
lonesome songs that tear 
at the heart.  Others are 
cheating songs.  Tammy 
Wynette’s greatest hit was 
“D-I-V-O-R-C-E,” some-
thing that affects half of all 
marriages today.

One of my favorite love 
stories is about a WW II sol-
dier from Southern Illinois 
who really fell head-over-
heels in love with a cute 
girl from his home county. 
They talked seriously about 
marriage, but decided to 
postpone the discussion 
until after the war. He was 
assigned to overseas duty 
in England. His parting 
words to his sweetie were, “I 
promise to write you a letter 
every day of the year.”

He honored his com-
mitment, pouring out 
his heartfelt feelings and 
observations about weather 
conditions, geography and 
history of the area, descrip-
tions of his buddies and 
their concerns, adventurous 
stories involving soldiers 
and most of all his own 
loneliness. True to his word, 
he wrote a letter per day. 
His girlfriend received none 
at all for a week or two at a 
time. Then a whole bunch 
arrived at once.

One day the young fellow 
counted the tallied written 
letters. The number was 
396. His sweetie replied 
often, but more like once 
every 10 days, and heart-
breakingly, it happened. Her 
letters quit coming.  

Apparently she didn’t 
know how to deliver the bad 
news for fear of crushing his 
happiness. Yet, he deserved 
to know. The last letter 
confirmed his suspicions. 
She had married someone 
else. That someone was the 
rural mail carrier.

(Allen “Big Al” Engle-
bright is a retired schoolteach-
er and storyteller. Contact 
him at The Prairie Press, 101 
N. Main, Paris, Ill., 61944.)

CODGER
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If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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CHARLESTON — The 
teacher shortage in Illinois has 
hit local schools hard.  

Districts strive to recruit and 
hire the best possible teachers 
for their classrooms.  A shrink-
ing applicant pool continues to 
make this a challenge, and Re-
gional Office of Education Su-
perintendent of Schools Kyle 
Thompson is committed to 
working with local stakehold-
ers to reverse this trend.  

In an ongoing effort to re-
cruit quality candidates into 
the teaching profession, ROE 
#11 — which serves seven 

counties — including Edgar, 
Clark, Coles and Douglas 
Counties — is hosting a Fu-
ture Teacher Night from 4:30-
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 9 at 
the ROE #11 building at 730 
7th Street in Charleston.

Anyone with an interest in 
becoming a classroom teacher, 
who holds a high school diplo-
ma is encouraged to attend and 
learn about possible paths to 
becoming a licensed teacher in 
Illinois.  

Options will also be dis-
cussed for those who have al-
ready completed an associate 
or a bachelor degree outside 
of the education field.  Repre-

sentatives from both Illinois 
and out of state universities 
have been invited to attend and 
share information regarding al-
ternative paths to becoming an 
Illinois teacher.  Programs that 
deliver classes online and in 
evening and weekend formats 
will be included to allow those 
who currently work full time to 
work toward licensure.  

Those interested in attend-
ing are encouraged to register 
at https://roe11.org/future-
teachernight.  

Questions about the event 
may be directed to Thompson 
or Zakry Standerfer at 348-
0151.

Regional Office hosting Future Teacher Night
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Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.
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At 8:46 a.m. on September 
11, 2001, hijackers crashed 
American Airlines Flight 11 
into the north tower of the 
World Trade Center in New 
York City. Six minutes later, the 
first contingent of New York 
City firefighters — two ladder 
and two engine companies — 
arrived at the stricken building. 
They had just begun to climb 
a stairwell in an effort to reach 
people trapped on the upper 
floors, when another hijacked 
airliner, United Airlines Flight 
175, struck the south tower at 
9:03 a.m.

The 9/11 attacks not only 
became the single deadliest 
terrorist attack in human histo-
ry, they were also the deadliest 
incident ever for firefighters, 
as well as for law enforcement 

officers in the United States. 
The New York City Fire De-
partment lost 343 among their 
ranks, while 23 New York City 
police officers and 37 Port 
Authority officers lost their 
lives, according to the 9/11 
Commission that investigated 
the attacks and emergency re-
sponse.

"We had a very strong sense 
we would lose firefighters and 
that we were in deep trou-
ble, FDNY Division Chief 
for Lower Manhattan Peter 
Hayden later told the commis-
sion. “But we had estimates of 
25,000 to 50,000 civilians, and 
we had to try to rescue them.” 

On the ground, fire depart-
ment officials quickly realized 
there was no hope of con-
trolling the blaze. Instead, they 
focused on the desperate mis-
sion of evacuating the office 

workers who were inside the 
two massive buildings. Though 
they surmised the twin towers 
had suffered structural dam-
age and the fire-suppression 
systems might have been ren-
dered inoperable, they had 
almost no solid information 
about the situation inside. So 
the firefighters rushed into the 
unknown.

But probably no one real-
ized just how bad it would be. 
Among the 2,753 people killed 
at the World Trade Center site 
on 9/11, 343 were FDNY fa-
talities. That somber figure far 
surpasses the 78 lives lost in 
the next biggest catastrophe for 
firefighters in history, an Idaho 
forest fire back in 1910. The 
9/11 FDNY deaths amounted 
to more than a third of the ap-
proximately 1,000 emergency 
personnel at the scene, accord-

ing to the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology’s fi-
nal report on the World Trade 
Center attack. According to 
the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, two of FD-
NY’s fatalities were emergency 
medical technicians, and the 
remainder were firefighters.

Nearly two decades later, 
there isn’t an official account 
of precisely where firefighters 
were when they died. But a 
2005 New York Times analysis, 
which was based upon eyewit-
ness accounts, dispatch records 
and federal reports, suggests 
that roughly 140 firefighters 
lost their lives in or around the 
south tower, while around 200 
died inside the north tower 
or at its base. NIST estimat-
ed that about 160 firefighters 
were outside the two buildings 
when they met their deaths, 

probably from being struck by 
pieces of the buildings.

The first fatality occurred at 
approximately 9:30 a.m., when 
a civilian leaping from the 
south tower struck firefighter 
Daniel Suhr, according to the 
9/11 commission report and 
an oral history interview with 
FDNY Captain Paul Conlon, 
who witnessed it. “It wasn’t like 
you heard something falling 
and could jump out of the way,” 
Conlon recalled.

Climbing the stairs clad in 
heavy protective clothing and 
carrying equipment was a 
grueling task, even for physi-
cally-fit firefighters. Exhaus-
tion quickly set in, and some 
became separated from their 
units, according to the nation-
al 9/11 commission’s report. 
To make things even more 

Firefighters’ deadliest day
Firefighter deaths on 9/11 amounted to over a third of emergency personnel casualties

See CASUALTIES, Page 4B

BY ROGER STANLEY
Rstanley1937@outlook.com

Joe Davidson was a man of many tal-
ents and jobs until he opened his own 
barbershop on East Washington in Paris. 

He was born in Paris in 1928 and 
started to school at Tanner School on 
the south end of Paris. He recalls his first 
day at school not quite knowing what to 
expect. When his teacher Mrs. Edwards, 
announced it was recess time and she 
said, “You may be excused.” He went out 
the door and onto the playground, but 
he didn’t stop there, he went back to his 
home on Austin Street. 

His mother asked why he was home 
and he said the teacher excused them. 
He didn’t know recess was only for a 
few minutes. She immediately gave him 
a spanking and sent him back to school 
posthaste.

His next experience in education was 
at North Arm School, a one-room coun-
try school. He lived with his parents and 
brother in the Herb Lewis House, which 
was on the north end of the first curve 
on the Clinton Road. He sometimes 
walked the mile down the Clinton Road 
going east until he got to the next road 
and then another half mile till he got to 
the school. Many times the fourth grad-
er and his older brother walked across 
the fields when they could, like a lot of 
the country kids of that era did.

Davidson remembers the first night 
in the new home with them going up-
stairs to bed. When he and his brother, 
“Bud,” got to the top of the stairs they 
came upon the sleeping room, which he 
thought had a bunch of wooden caskets. 
He wasn’t sure about that. The supposed 
caskets were incubators for hatching 
chicks that were left behind by the for-
mer tenant Ross Wright. Davidson still 
remembers the scary thought about 
sleeping among a bunch of caskets.

His dad worked at that time as a night 
watchman for the Merkle Broom Com-
pany. Davidson distinctly remembers 
a unique co-worker of his dad’s who 
always had green arms. The co-worker 

was called Jap Alexander, and he was 
involved in dipping the brooms in some 
kind of green dye. For a little kid, that 
was something to see and ponder. 

The next year Davidson went to South 
Union School where the school dis-
trict had to scrape up enough kids and 
a teacher to stay in service. They finally 
got seven students and James Dively for 
a teacher. The students were three Da-

vidsons, three Divelys and a Grant boy. 
Davidson, his little sister and big 

brother had three ways to get to school, 
but mostly they walked across the pas-
tures, woods and fields, which was the 
most interesting and shortest. 

Dively was good at teaching 
mathematics and Davidson excelled in 
that field partly because of this teacher. 

LONGTIME BARBER SETTLES INTO RETIREMENT

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

Joe and Corky Davidson have settled into retirement. He was a longtime barber in Paris although he worked other jobs before 
attending barber college in 1959 and continuing in that career until 2017.

Anything to be a barber

Special to The Prairie Press

Joe Davidson is seated in his barber’s chair, as his son-in-law Steve Comstock 
clowns around late in Davidson’s career as a barber in Paris.  

See BARBER, Page 4B

Let’s take a moment to 
examine some of the won-
derful things we experience 
as being 
more 
import-
ant than 
all the 
dreadful 
news we 
hear and 
see in the 
newspaper 
and social 
media. It’s 
not exactly 
what we see or hear in our 
everyday quests that makes 
life extraordinary, but what 
we feel in our hearts and 
know from our souls.

Of course we sometimes 
see what we really want to 
see, and we may be blinded 
by what someone else has 
told us they want us to 
see. That is also true about 
what we hear or don’t really 
hear may be influenced by 
others. 

In the case of what 
is good music, we all 
have different tastes 
influenced by what we 
heard going through our 
impressionable years. I 
like the music of the ’40s 
for popular music, and I 
sometimes wonder why all 
the crooners and big bands 
have disappeared. 

Some of the best and 
longer lasting tunes from 
composers that were 
considered excellent, in my 
way of thinking, are from 
the classical and baroque 
periods so many years ago. 

Some of the things I have 
liked to hear on the farm 
are very simple and just the 
way they were created. I 
remember when a mother 
sow first had her pigs and 
settled down to feed them 
and the contented grunts 
she made as she gave 
down her milk to the little 
squealers. 

Those soft mas of 
contentment a mother 
sheep or cow made when 
licking clean a new lamb 
or calf and they started to 
suckle was music to my 
ears. I kind of understand 
why any new mother glows 
when first seeing see her 

Looking 
for the 
beautiful 

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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There was a time when 
traveling from the East 
Coast to the West Coast 
meant riding for months 
in a horse-drawn wagon 
or stagecoach or sailing 
southward to Panama and 
then crossing the Isthmus 
to board another ship for 
a journey up the other 
coast. But that all changed 
on May 10, 1869, when 
railroad baron Leland 
Stanford whacked in a 
ceremonial gold spike to 
mark the joining together 
of the tracks of the Central 
Pacific Railroad and the 
Union Pacific Railroad in 
Promontory, Utah, to form 
the transcontinental rail-
road. It was a mammoth 
undertaking, its effects on 
the country were equally 
profound. Here are some 
of the ways the first trans-
continental railroad — and 
the many other transconti-
nental lines that followed it 
— changed America.

IT MADE THE WESTERN U.S. 
MORE IMPORTANT 

“What the transcon-
tinental railroad did was 
bring the West into the 
world, and the world into 
the West,” explains James P. 
Ronda, a retired University 
of Tulsa history professor 
and co-author, with Carlos 
Arnaldo Schwantes, of “The 
West the Railroads Made.” 
In particular, it helped turn 
California from a once-iso-
lated place to a major eco-
nomic and political force 
and helped lead to the 
state’s rapid growth.

IT MADE TRAVEL MORE 
AFFORDABLE 

In the 1860s, a six-month 
stagecoach trip across the 
U.S. cost $1,000 (about 
$20,000 in today’s dollars), 
according to the University 
of Houston’s Digital His-
tory website. But once the 
railroad was built, the cost 
of a coast-to-coast trip be-
came 85 percent less expen-
sive. That made it possible 
for Americans to visit dis-
tant locales that previously 
they might only have heard 
about.

IT ALTERED AMERICANS’ 
CONCEPT OF REALITY 

In an 1872 article, nat-
uralist John Muir wrote 
the transcontinental rail-
road annihilated time and 
space. As Ronda explains, 
it changed the way that 
people viewed distances. 
“When you’re walking or 
riding a horse, you expe-
rience the world one way, 
but when you’re sitting in 
a railroad car, you see it 
differently,” he says. “In the 
West, where the distances 
are so great, the railroad 
brought near and far clos-
er together.” The railroad 
schedules also helped to 
push the United States into 
changing how it marked 
time, leading to the adop-
tion of standard time zones 
in 1883.

IT HELPED CREATE A 
VICTORIAN AMAZON.COM 

In 1872, just a few years 
after the transcontinental 

Four 
ways May 
10, 1869, 
changed 
America

See RAILROAD, Page 4B
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difficult, radio communication 
became difficult as they as-
cended higher inside the build-
ings, whose steel frames and 
steel-reinforced concrete inter-
fered with the signals. “When 
attempting to reach a particular 
unit, chiefs in the lobby often 
heard nothing in response,” 
the 9/11 commission report 
noted.

But even without those vul-
nerabilities, there would have 
been no way to prepare for 
what happened at 9:59 a.m., 
when the south tower sudden-
ly disintegrated, collapsing into 
itself in just 10 seconds. There 
was no time to flee, and the 
collapse killed all the firefight-
ers and emergency personnel 
inside the building, according 
to the 9/11 commission report. 

After being crushed under a 
mountain of rubble — 250,000 
tons of steel, concrete and 
furnishings — some of their 
bodies weren’t recovered until 
months later.

About a minute later, FDNY 
officials, realizing the north 
tower might soon collapse as 
well, got on the radio and issued 
a command to all firefighters in 
the north tower, telling them to 
evacuate. But with the break-
down in radio communication 
and the confusion of the disas-
ter, some firefighters didn’t hear 
the evacuation order, according 
to the 9/11 commission re-
port. Many who weren’t near 
windows didn’t even know 
the south tower had collapsed, 
even though they had felt the 
powerful jolt and the rush of 
wind pushing the debris cloud 
up into the north tower.

Without a sense of the im-

pending peril they faced, fire-
fighters inside the north tow-
er who heard the command 
didn’t uniformly respond and 
get out of the building as quick-
ly as they could, according to 
the 9/11 commission report. 
Some units delayed their own 
evacuations to help civilians 
who were having trouble get-
ting out, while others lingered 
to look for other firefighters so 
they could descend together. 
Others stopped to rest on the 
way down.

But once five FDNY com-
panies reached the lobby of the 
north tower at 10:24, another 
problem developed, according 
to the 9/11 commission re-
port. There weren’t any chiefs 
waiting for them, so they stood 
for more than a minute. Finally, 
one firefighter who had seen 
the south tower’s collapse from 
a window told the rest that they 

should leave. But before they all 
could get out of the lobby, the 
north tower began to collapse 
at 10:28 a.m., killing some of 
them. 

Among those who died on 
the outside of the north tower 
was Chief of Department‚ Peter 
J. Ganci, FDNY’s highest-rank-
ing uniformed officer, who was 
working the radio and com-
manding rescue efforts. Just 
moments before, he had spo-
ken with then-mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani, according to the New 
York Times. 

Though the FDNY paid a 
terrible price that day, firefight-
ers’ heroic efforts undoubtedly 
saved thousands of lives. As it 
turned out, far fewer people 
were in the towers that day than 
feared — an estimated 17,400, 
according to NIST — and 87 
percent of them were safely 
evacuated.

CASUALTIES
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FOOTNOTES

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP
Finding deceased ancestors 
through genealogy research is 
often easy, but a harder task is 
reaching out to living relatives on 
lateral lines. Due to the privacy 
act, the lack of landline telephones 
and telephone directories, etc., 
addresses, phone numbers, birth 
records, marriage records, census 
records and other data are difficult 
to obtain.  Michael D. Lacopo dis-
cusses finding living relatives at the 
next Wabash Valley Genealogical 
Society meeting 6:30 p.m. Sept. 
9 Room C, the Vigo County Public 

Davidson recalls going to track 
meets at Oliver School on state 
Route 1. He also recalled a track 
meet at Forest School when he 
went to North Arm School. 
Davidson remembers Sam 
Arbuckle the Superintendent 
of Edgar County Schools giving 
him his sixth grade diploma as 
he completed his schooling at 
South Union School.

Mayo School was where 
Davidson finished his grade 
school years and then off to 
high school. As he got to the 

mathematics classes at Paris 
High School, he really excelled 
while taking all the higher 
math classes available. He re-
members Francis Hoke taught 
math at that time which com-
plimented the teaching of Art 
Forster at Mayo. He took typ-
ing his senior year, which was 
a little unusual for a boy not 
on track for a business degree 
and was taught by Stella Risser, 
who was very strict. 

When she reproached him 
for not doing exceptionally 
well he told her that he didn’t 
need the course to graduate 
and that made her mad. He 
may have done better after that 
and especially when he later 
apologized to her. He played a 
little football for Ernie Eveland, 
but Eveland did not give him 
the nod for playing basketball. 

BARBER
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Special to The Prairie Press

This photo of South Union School probably dates to 1937. Front 
row, left to right, John Dively, Helen Dively, Betty Davidson and 
Joe Davidson. Back row, left to right, teacher James Dively, Bud 
Davidson and Catherine Dively. A Grant boy is on the pony.

Library. Refreshments are served 
at 6 p.m. prior to the program. 
More information is available by 
calling 812-230-0631 or visiting 
www.inwvgs.org.

CAHOKIA PRESENTATION
The Clark County Historical 
Society is sponsoring a visit by 
amateur anthropologist/archae-
ologist Elmer A. Guerri and his 
program “The Mystique and the 
Magic of Cahokia” 6:30-8 p.m. 
Sept. 26 in the Dale McConchie 
meeting room of the Marshall 
Public Library.

child. 
The simple music I hear 

every morning from the 
robins, cardinals and doves is 
something I find enjoyable. It 
tells me I am still alive to hear 
all the creatures that call to me 
even if that is not the purpose 
for their singing. It may have 
something to do with mating, 
defending their turf or just call-
ing to other birds. It is special 

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

to me and is a beautiful noise 
that makes me aware of other 
creatures living within my little 
world without amplification 
or through the speakers of 
modern technology. 

A squirrel barking at a 
black bird who is invading his 
territory is a little amusing to 
me and I wonder what is really 
going on. 

As we take a picture of 
something we think is import-
ant or want to remember, do 
we take it with the idea this 
is a great piece of art? If it is a 
snapshot of loved ones, I want 
to see the way they are, not 
posing so much as giving me 
something to remember their 
character. 

We can reflect later about 
why they are so happy or so 
sad or so grouchy and little 
snippets of life that we can 

recall them by. Little moments 
when they were gleefully 
unaware as I snap the shutter 
of them being themselves, is 
a way of collecting memories 
that we can put together as we 
recall them when they are no 
longer living close by. 

There are pictures I take of 
beautiful places I visit for just 
a few minutes. I don’t really 
ask nature to pose for me. 
Sometimes the picture is very 
elusive and I have to snap it as 
it comes along. Some of the 
ones I like the best make me 
wonder how I captured the 
scene, or it tells me a story 
when I later look at them and 
see more than what is in the 
picture. I then can recall the 
time and the place and the 
feeling I still have about why 
I took the picture in the first 
place. 

Life, as we look back on it, 
could be considered as a pho-
tograph album of events we 
happened to be a part of. It is 
complete with the music of the 
eras we lived in and with the 
memories we loved so well. 

It also includes the sad 
times, the troubles and trib-
ulations and things we have 
overcome. Then we can feel 
we tried our best with what 
we had and hope we chose the 
right solution even though we 
might not always see the most 
beautiful things and hear the 
music of the masters. 

I think we are destined to 
look at the good stuff of life 
and not worry so much about 
the bad. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong res-
ident of Edgar County, an author 
and retired farmer. Email him at 
rstanley1937@outlook.com.) 

Eveland did want Joe’s bother, 
“Bud,” to play basketball seeing 
he was large and well built, but 
Bud decided to go to work af-
ter grade school. Bud lost his 

life by drowning just a couple 
of years later.

After high school, Davidson 
went to work surveying with 
Floyd Ford and then in a few 

months worked at the Omar 
Bakery in Indianapolis. 

In a few years, he found a job 
he liked working on the rail-
road living in a bunk car on the 
road anywhere from Indianap-
olis to St. Louis. He was part of 
a team that did the wiring and 
setting up centralized controls 
for the New York Central. 

He was called to the Army 
in 1954 and served in a state-
side capacity as an instructor 
when many recruits ended up 
in Germany or Korea. After 
service, he worked for Gener-
al Telephone until a big layoff 
occurred. 

Davidson was married with 
a couple of sons when he got 
laid off and needed to provide 
for his family. Using a G.I. Bill 
to help with tuition, he went to 
barber school in Decatur. The 

schooling was from noon until 
8 p.m., but he had a family to 
support so he worked at a dairy 
until noon. 

He completed barber school 
in 1959 and started with the 
Sizemore Barbershop on West 
Court in Paris until a fire shut 
down the operation in 1960. 
He then worked with the Har-
ry Dean Barbershop along 
with Tom Willett until he de-
cided to open his own shop. 

In the 1970s, he bought a 
home on East Washington 
Street and put his barber sign 
out after Howard Yeargin re-
modeled part of the house into 
a barbershop. He barbered for 
more than 50 years until 2017 
when he retired. He and his 
third wife now live very happily 
and comfortably on Jefferson 
Street.

railroad’s completion, Aaron 
Montgomery Ward started 
the first mail-order catalog 
business. As Ronda notes, 
the first transcontinental 
railroad — and other trans-
continental lines that fol-
lowed — made it possible 
to sell products far and wide 
without a physical store-
front, and enabled people 
all over the country to fur-
nish their homes and keep 
up with the latest fashion 
trends.

RAILROAD
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The City of Paris annually 
declares the second week in 
September as Faith In Ac-
tion Week honoring the local 
ministry that utilizes a large 
network of volunteers to help 
people with health conditions 
and disabilities providing 
them with companionship 
and assistance with daily ac-
tivities.

“We are a small, but busy 
ministry,” said Trish Ham-
mond, president of the board 
of directors. “We volunteer in 
the community to help people 
remain in their homes along 
with providing fellowship. A 
large part of our efforts focus 
on giving the care receiver in-
dependence through the con-

struction of wheelchair ramps, 
steps and handrails.”

Faith in Action of Edgar 
County was established in 
September 2003 and has built 
more than 510 wheelchair 
ramps along with providing 
friendly visits, transportation, 
help in running errands and 
assistance to family members 
who are caregivers.

“One of our biggest focuses 
is construction of ramps and 
modifying steps or installing 
handrails so that our care re-
ceivers are able to remain in 
their homes longer and can 
maintain their independence 
for as long as possible,” said 
Hammond.

Recently, the organization 
built a ramp for a three-year-
old child with cerebral palsy 

and another five year old with 
limited mobility. 

“The three year old was 
able to walk outside for the 
first time independently,” said 
Hammond. “We make it safer 
for people with walkers, wheel-
chairs and such.”  

Faith In Action reaches 
those needing help through a 
referral system. Referrals may 
come from the family, the hos-
pital, social workers, the senior 
center and other organizations. 
Hammond said Faith in Action 
tries to help as many people as 
possible based on its financial 
resources and availability of 
volunteers. 

Being a faith-based charity, 
FIA is funded solely by dona-
tions. 

“We use our money wisely,” 

said Hammond. “For example, 
our ramp construction crew 
donates the labor. We also re-
claim wood from temporary 
ramps but sometimes have to 
buy new lumber. We try our 
hardest to be thrifty with the 
donations.”

The ramps are built to 
building codes and some are 
permanent while others are 
temporary depending on the 
care receiver’s needs. Each 
wooden ramp costs approxi-
mately $300 to $500 in mate-
rial depending on what type of 
ramp is created and if it needs a 
platform.

More than ever, the local 
not-for-profit organization is 
asking for more volunteers.

“If someone is considering 
to give back to the community, 

we would gladly accept their 
generosity,” Hammond said.

During Faith In Action 
week, the organization high-
lights its efforts and asks for 
new volunteers, financial or in-
kind contributions and prayers 
from churches and the com-
munity. At the end of the week, 
the volunteers are honored 
with an appreciation dinner at 
Lake Ridge Christian Church. 

“We usually serve approxi-
mately 100 volunteers annual-
ly,” said Hammond.

To volunteer or make do-
nations contact Hammond at 
217-466-6388, visit the office 
at 239 W. Wood Street in Paris 
or email faithinactionparis@
gmail.com.

“We are always needing 
caregivers and different tasks 

that volunteers can provide,” 
she said, noting seven times a 
year volunteers called card an-
gels meet and send out letters 
to FIA recipients. 

Volunteers also provide 
transportation, run errands 
and grocery shop along with 
visits. 

At the proclamation of Faith 
in Action Week at the Sept. 
9 Paris city council meeting, 
Hammond will introduce the 
organization’s new program 
director Darla Freeze and new 
office assistant Stacey Wilken.

“Basically the proclamation 
is one small event compared to 
what we try to accomplish year 
after year. Volunteering makes 
the world a better place, and 
it adds enrichment to people’s 
lives,” Hammond said.

Faith in Action week enriches Paris

WORSHIP AND FOOD SERVED TOGETHER

Special to The Prairie Press

Members and guests of Root & Branch Church gather for a dinner church service Aug. 25, in Palmer Square Park in Chicago. 
The church calls this service the Welcome Table. It’s part of a growing trend of dinner churches popping up across the coun-
try in churches in a number of denominations, conservative and progressive, urban and rural and everything in between.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO — On a near-perfect late 
summer evening, about a dozen people 
gathered on a picnic blanket in Chicago’s 
Palmer Square Park, spread between 
kids playing on playground equipment 
and young adults throwing a Frisbee disc 
on the lawn.

Accompanied by the crunch of jog-
gers’ footsteps on the gravel path circling 
the narrow strip of green in the city’s 
trendy Logan Square neighborhood and 
the rumbling of a passing El train, one of 
the picnickers took a piece of pita bread 
and broke it in half.

“This is our body,” he said, passing it 
to the person sitting next to him. Each 
person repeated the gesture before dig-
ging into a spread of food from a nearby 
restaurant.

This gathering wasn’t just another 
group of friends soaking up the last days 
of summer outside.

It was church.
Root & Branch Church calls this ser-

vice the Welcome Table. It’s part of a 
growing trend of dinner churches pop-
ping up across the country in churches 
in a number of denominations, conser-
vative and progressive, urban and rural 
and everything in between.

The dinner church movement sees 
gathering together for a meal itself as 
worship, rather than just another church 
potluck after worship.

“It’s also really important to recog-
nize that dinner churches are not a fun-
damentally new thing, this is not just 
like the latest cool iteration of church, 
and that eating together has been cen-
tral to the church for the entirety of the 
church’s life,” said Kendall Vanderslice, 
author of “We Will Feast: Rethinking 
Dinner, Worship, and the Community 
of God.”

Food and faith have gone together 
since God formed humans from the 
soil to enjoy all God made, according to 
Vanderslice.

For Christians, the two also echo the 
Last Supper that Jesus shared with his 
disciples and the example of the early 
church.

“The story of Jesus’ ministry is a min-
istry that takes place through meals,” she 
said. “It’s not just about sustenance, it’s 
about delight and it’s about joy. And it’s 
about forming community.”

Still, there are a number of reasons 
Vanderslice believes the dinner church 
movement is growing now, particularly 
among millennials craving relationships 
and meaning. For one, she said, it fills a 

profound need for community.
“I think really that loneliness pervades 

every generation, and I think that lone-
liness is in part because the church has 
lost its focus on community,” she said.

Vanderslice began studying dinner 
churches in 2015 while in a graduate 
program in food studies at Boston Uni-
versity.

She spent three months attending 
Thursday night dinner church gatherings 
at Simple Church outside Boston. By the 
time she finished writing her thesis, she’d 
learned about 30 similar gatherings.

Pretty soon, she said, she lost count of 
the dinner churches starting every week, 
each unique to the needs of a specific 
community and context.

“I think there’s no one-size-fits-all 
model that can be sort of plopped down 
into any context and work,” she said.

Some dinner churches meet in restau-
rants. Others in gardens, growing the 
food they’ll eat together.

Nearly all the dinner churches 
Vanderslice has encountered were in-
spired by St. Lydia’s in Brooklyn, a de-
cade-old congregation in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.

The Rev. Emily Scott founded the 
church after noticing how rarely New 
Yorkers gathered for a home-cooked 
meal, according to the Rev. Elsa Marty, 
who now pastors at St. Lydia’s.

Believing that’s where connections 
are made, Scott started structuring ser-
vices around a meal.

First, St. Lydia’s met in an apartment. 
Then, it moved to an ELCA church 
building and a Zen center, before even-

tually landing in a storefront.
Along the way, the church has shared 

its experience with other congregations 
around the country.

“It’s just lovely to see how it’s blossom-
ing in many different places around the 
country,” Marty said.

These days, she said, St. Lydia’s 
twice-weekly dinner church services 
stretch over two hours. Those gatherings 
include singing and chanting, time for 
conversation built into the heart of the 
service over dinner, a brief sermon and 
responses from participants.

They end with everybody cleaning up 
together.

The church also has added monthly 
waffle church services geared toward 
families with children and some con-
templative prayer services, according to 
the pastor.

Some people come to dinner church 
because they are looking for something 
different from the church services they 
attended growing up. Others are inter-
ested in a service that engages all their 
senses. And some, Marty said, are at-
tracted by the opportunity to be an ac-
tive participant in the service.

“You can’t sit in the back pew. … It’s 
a really engaged kind of service,” Marty 
said. “I think especially for young millen-
nials that are so into their screens, this is 
real human interaction.”

Chicago’s Root & Branch, part of the 
Christian Church Disciples of Christ 
denomination, was inspired by St. Lyd-
ia’s when it started about six years ago, 
according to Pastor Tim Kim.

“Dinner church” revival

Special to The Prairie Press

Members and guests of Root & Branch Church gather for a dinner church service 
Aug. 25, in Palmer Square Park in Chicago. Some dinner churches meet in restau-
rants. Others in gardens, growing the food they’ll eat together.

When I graduated from 
college I went right into my 
first job. I became a profes-

sor of art 
at a small 
college. It 
was nice. It 
was what 
I always 
wanted to 
do, be an 
artist and 
teach art. 
It paid well 
and gave 
my family 

a fairly comfortable life.
I’m not sure when it 

happened, but something 
started to take place inside 
me. I started to feel a bit 
lost. I started to question 
whether all of my educa-
tion and all of my work was 
really worth it. I became 
deeply dissatisfied with my 
life and what I was doing. 

One day I sat at my desk 
in my large office with my 
very own art studio in the 
back and began to feel so 
deeply depressed. What 
happened? I should be 
the happiest guy in the 
world. I’ve got it made. I 
was working at an amazing 
institution for an amazing 
department chair with an 
amazing group of people 
teaching amazing students. 
Why was I so depressed? 
By all accounts, I was 
successful.

“In the first half of life 
we are constructing the 
stage on which to act in the 
second half,” says Richard 
Rohr.

I would put it another 
way; in the first stage, we 
are stretching the canvas 
upon which the true art of 
our lives will be painted.

Either way, I really didn’t 
know what I was doing in 
the first half. I thought I 
was trying to be successful 
but when I finally reached 
some semblance of success, 
I was disappointed and 
found myself wanting… 
more? No, not more, just 
something different.

It was at that time that 
I began to question and 
wonder. I thought, “Was it 
worth it?” I found myself 
saying, “What now?”

It is usually during this 
time that some find them-
selves cheating on a spouse 
or getting into pornogra-
phy. Some end up getting 
into debt because they feel 
the need to buy expensive 
toys to try and stave off 
the questions and doubts. 
Some end up addicted to 
the things that were at one 
time just for fun like alco-
hol, drugs, gambling.

Everyone will, at one 
time or another, go through 
this kind of crossroads 
experience. It is what some 
call a mid-life crisis.

For me, this is where real 
life began. This is where I 
realized life was not meant 
to be lived selfishly. I 
realized life was not meant 
to be lived in wide and 
shallow places but in the 

Mid-life 
crisis, or 
the way to 
wisdom? 

See DINNER, Page 6BSee PASTOR, Page 6B
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Democratic presidential 
candidate Pete Buttigieg 
predicted a coming reckon-
ing for Republican leaders 
who promote policies he 
believes contradict core 
Christian values. 

During an appearance 
on MSNBC’s “Morning 
Joe” on Thursday, Sept. 5, 
the South Bend, Ind., may-
or said that, for a party that 
claims to defend religious 
values, the GOP’s policies 
appear to contradict major 
religions’ teachings about 
caring for others. 

“For the party and the 
movement known for 
beating other people on 
the head with their faith or 
their interpretation of their 
faith, it makes no sense to 
literally vote to take food 
away from the hungry, to 
essentially be practicing the 
very thing that not just the 
Christian scriptural tradi-
tion but so many others tell 
us we’re not supposed to do, 
in terms of harming other 
people,” Buttigieg said.

The mayor, an Episco-
palian who has made faith 
a key part of his campaign 
for the Democratic nomi-
nation, was responding to 
questions about his beliefs 
posed by one of the show’s 
hosts, Joe Scarborough. 
The host pointed out that 
Jesus’s teachings, which of-
ten appear in red lettering 
in Bibles, suggest Christians 
will be held accountable 
for how they care for those 
in need and how they treat 
foreigners.

“How do we have the pol-
icies that we have, not only 
at the border, but across 
this country and across this 
world by people who claim 
to believe the red letters in 
the New Testament?” Scar-
borough asked.

Buttigieg responded that 
was a mystery to him.

“I do think there’s going 
to be a reckoning,” he said. 
“Because there are a lot of 
people sitting in the pews 
hearing political conserva-
tism all around them, won-
dering whether that really 
matches what we’re being 
told to do.”

Buttigieg, on the cam-
paign trail, cites progres-
sive Christian leaders, such 
as civil rights activist the 
Rev. William Barber, as his 
spiritual role models. The 
ease with which Buttigieg 
speaks about religion has 
caused some consternation 
among evangelical Chris-
tians, including accusations 
from some leaders that his 
progressive faith isn’t an au-
thentic expression of Chris-
tianity. 

Earlier in the conversa-
tion, Scarborough, who 
has identified as Baptist in 
the past, asked Buttigieg if 
he has accepted Jesus as his 

Buttigieg: 
GOP will 
face a 
‘reckoning’ 
as Christians 
realize its 
hypocrisy

See BUTTIGIEG, Page 5B
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As the congregation began 
to grow, Kim said, the church 
needed to find ways to make 
sure people were still able to 
share openly and get to know 
one another.

It began alternating what it 
calls “All Together Church” in 
a community art space with 
Welcome Table services ev-
ery other week, breaking into 
smaller groups and meeting in 
people’s homes.

Kim said the congregation 
is composed of millennials 
who, “often describe ourselves 
as church outsiders — people 
who wouldn’t feel like they fit 
or at home or belong in other 
church settings.”

Some grew up in churches 
that taught harmful theologies 
or that hurt or rejected them 
for who they were, he said. 
Some just aren’t drawn to the 
structure or culture of more 
traditional church services. 
And some don’t necessarily 

call themselves Christian, but 
they’re interested in exploring 
big questions in community.

To Kim, God is like a mosaic 
of people.

“We see pieces of God in ev-
ery face that we encounter, and 
that mosaic makes up a whole 
of who God is to us,” he said.

Lauran Quist, who attended 
the gathering Aug. 25 in Palm-
er Square Park, grew up going 
to church. But she didn’t al-
ways feel at home.

The first time Quist attend-
ed a service at Root & Branch, 
she said, things were different. 
There was wine and food and 
no one was a stranger.

And she liked that all were 
drawn into a discussion, rather 
than listening to a sermon.

“When somebody is telling 
you how to have a faith, you 
may feel some guilt or some 
need to be like that, but it’s re-
ally not going to be authentic 
and it’s not going to be able 
to take real root in your life,” 
Quist said.

Dorian Sitkoski, who has at-

tended Root & Branch for five 
years, said those discussions 
appealed to her, too, because it, 
“acknowledges that not every-
thing is easy to understand.”

“Sometimes you need to 
process through them and 
explore it and let your under-
standing evolve over time,” she 
said.

Over dinner on Sunday, the 
group from Root & Branch 
chatted about upcoming trav-
el, about apartment life, about 
their jobs.

Later, group members 
pulled out their smartphones 
to read a Gospel passage from 
their screens about one of 
Jesus’ healing miracles and 
shared their responses. Final-
ly, they passed around a bottle 
of wine and filled their cups, 
bookending the service with 
the elements of Communion.

Before the meal and dis-
cussion began, however, they 
prayed.

“For friends in a city where 
many walk alone, we give 
thanks.”

DINNER
FROM PAGE 5B

lord and personal savior, using 
language about repentance 
and salvation that is common 
among evangelicals.

Buttigieg replied that while 
he does believe in Jesus, he 
hasn’t had a road to Damascus 
encounter, referring to a Bible 
story about one early apostle’s 
sudden and complete con-
version experience. He said 
he came to faith through an 
appreciation of mystery and 
through understanding that 
there are limits to what he 
can comprehend. He added 
he still struggles with a lot of 
doubt and ambiguity.

Buttigieg said he under-
stands salvation by looking at 
the sacrificial love shown by 
Jesus.

“I don’t know how well that 
aligns with how others view 
their encounter with Chris-

tian faith, but I know that in 
my life, it has certain impli-
cations,” he said. “And I also 
know that it has certain moral 
implications that I think I can 
be responsible to, without say-
ing that anybody else has to 
believe what I believe or has 
to believe anything.”

Buttigieg in the past has 
specifically questioned the 
faith of President Donald 
Trump and Vice President 
Mike Pence. 

“I just don’t understand 
how you can be as worshipful 
of your own self as he is and be 
prepared to humble yourself 
before God,” Buttigieg said of 
Trump in an April interview. 
“I’ve never seen him humble 
himself before anyone.”  

In March, he questioned 
how Pence, who says he is 
an evangelical Catholic, has 
allowed himself to become a 
cheerleader of the porn-star 
presidency.  

BUTTIGIEG
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deep places of my soul. It was 
during this time that I heard 
my soul cry out in hunger. 

I began to pay attention 
to it. Looking back, I can 
see this was a God-moment. 
It may have felt dark and 
depressing at the time, but it 
ended up being the greatest 
thing to happen to me.

We live in a pain-avoiding 
culture. If anyone feels pain, 
it is quickly eradicated by 
some kind of distraction or 
some kind of pill.

When I began to listen to 
my soul and pay attention to 
it, I entered the true second 
half of my life. I began to 
paint the picture of my life 
that had been formed in my 
earlier days.

Rohr says this is the op-
portunity for true eldership 
to come forth. Eldership is 
not necessarily an age-re-

lated thing. There are some 
out there who are 80 years 
old and have never entered 
elder-hood. And there are 
some others who are in their 
20s or 30s who have entered 
into the grace of the second 
stage of life.

True elders are the ones 
who gain insight and wisdom 
and realize life is not meant 
to be selfishly gobbled up, but 
selflessly lived and shared. 
These are the ones who 
become a light for the world 
to see the true meaning of 
things.

Oh, that God would help 
us all to enter gracefully into 
the second half of life and 
become true wisdom elders.

The world needs more of 
this.

(Gary Thomas is pastor at 
First Assembly of God. Email 
him at garthoma@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
weekly by members of the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship.)
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Youth from the First 
Christian Church in Paris 
have organized an evan-
gelistic group called The 
Revolution to reach out 
to those who don’t know 
Christ, and are hosting a 
free concert event 4 p.m. 
Sept. 14 at the West Lake 
Pavilion at Twin Lakes 
Park.

Christian rapper Benx-
iah is the headline per-
former and other features 
of the concert include stu-
dent-led testimonies and 
the sharing of prayer and 
worship.

This program is aimed 
especially at teens but all 
are welcome to attend and 
be a part of the worship.

FCC Youth 
sponsoring 
free concert 
on Sept. 14

GRACE NOTES

SEPT. 7  HUNGER BUST FUN 
RUN/WALK 
A Hunger Bust Fun Run/Walk is 
10 a.m., (EDT) today, Sept. 7, at 
the campus of Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods College and Sisters of 
Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, Indiana. All proceeds from 
the event benefit Providence Food 
Pantry, a ministry of the Sisters of 
Providence that serves approx-
imately 3,000 families annually 
in the West Terre Haute area. 
Registration for the race begins at 
9 a.m., and concludes at 9:45 a.m., 
with the race beginning at 10 a.m., 
rain or shine. The fee is $10. More 
information is available by calling 
812-535-3048 or 812-243-4844 or 
email jrichey75@gmail.com.

SEPT. 8   HOMECOMING 
SERVICE
The Patton United Methodist 
Church, 21775 E. 2250th Rd, 
Dennison, is having a home-
coming services Sunday, Sept. 
8, with morning worship at 8:30 
a.m., Sunday school at 9:30 

a.m. and a carry-in dinner at 
11:30 a.m. A 1 p.m. service after 
the meal features special music 
by State of Grace. The church 
is located one mile west of the 
Indiana/Illinois State Line on the 
Clark/Edgar County Line Road.

SEPT. 10  TAIZÉ PRAYER
Join the Sisters of Providence 
for song, quiet contemplation 
and inspired readings during the 
ecumenical Taizé Prayer gathering 
7-8 p.m. (EDT), Tuesday, Sept. 10, 
in the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception at Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods. Persons of all faith 
traditions are invited to the free 
gathering

SEPT. 15 CAMP MEETING AT 
OLIVET.
The annual Olivet Camp Meeting 
at the Tabernacle in Olivet, is 
Sept. 12-Sept. 15. Services are 
6:30 p.m. daily except for Sunday 
when the camp meeting starts 
at 5:30 p.m. Ted Lee of Olivet 
Nazarene University is the guest 

speaker and music ministry is 
provided by Brian Allen, Carlos 
Longberger, Don Reddick and 
talented local musicians. 
Questions may be directed to 
217-260-3684.

SEPT. 22 PROVIDENCE FOOD 
PANTRY CELEBRATES 25 YEARS
On Sunday, Sept. 22, Providence 
Food Pantry, a ministry of the 
Sisters of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods, will celebrate 
25 years of service to residents 
in the West Terre Haute area. 
Persons of all faith traditions are 
invited to the pantry, located at 
701 W. National Ave., West Terre 
Haute, from 2 to 4 p.m. (EDT), 
for an open house. Sister Joseph 
Fillenwarth said the pantry 
served more than 4,000 families 
and 16,000 individuals in 2018. 
Providence Food Pantry is open 
from 8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. (EDT), 
every Thursday of each month. 
For more information, call Sister 
Joseph at 812-535-2544 or email 
jfillenw@spsmw.org.

ABOARD THE PAPAL 
PLANE (AP) — Pope Fran-
cis acknowledged his growing 
opposition within the conser-
vative right-wing of the U.S. 
Catholic Church and said in 
off-hand remarks aboard the 
papal plane Wednesday, Sept. 
4, it is, “an honor if the Amer-
icans attack me.”

Francis commented on 
critics of his papacy when he 
received a copy of a new book 
about his detractors in the 
United States, “How America 
Wants to Change the Pope.” 
Author Nicholas Seneze, who 
covers the Vatican for the 
French Catholic newspaper La 
Croix, presented it to Francis 
on a flight to southern Africa.

In his book, Seneze charts 
the fierce criticism of Francis 
among American conserva-
tives who loathe his outreach 
to migrants and China, his 
denunciation of free-market 
capitalism, his environmental 
concerns and his relaxation 
of church rules on the death 
penalty and sacraments for civ-

illy remarried Catholics. Some 
have gone so far as to accuse 
Francis of heresy.

The pope’s most outspoken 
conservative critics in the U.S. 
include Cardinal Raymond 
Burke, who Francis ousted as a 
Vatican supreme court justice, 
and former White House ad-
viser Steve Bannon. 

Well-funded, right-wing 
Catholic media amplified their 
disapproval. Wealthy Catho-
lics are putting money behind 
initiatives to discredit Francis’ 
allies with the goal of electing a 
conservative, doctrine-minded 
churchman as the next pope.

In presenting the book to 
Francis, Seneze explained that 
he had wanted to show Francis’ 
problems with the U.S. church 
and how Francis had respond-
ed with spiritual weapons.

“For me, it’s an honor if the 
Americans attack me,” Francis 
quipped. As he handed the 
book to an aide, the pope add-
ed, “This is a bombshell.”

Vatican spokesman Mat-
teo Bruni sought to clarify the 

Pope on critics: It’s ‘an honor 
if the Americans attack me’

pope’s comments after-
ward, stressing they came 
in an informal context and 
that Francis always wel-
comes criticism.

“The pope wanted to say 
that he always considers 
criticism an honor, partic-
ularly when it comes from 
authoritative thinkers, and 
in this case from an import-
ant country,” Bruni said.

Francis’ fraught relations 
with the U.S. church hierar-
chy has escalated in the last 
year following published 
accusations by a former 
Vatican ambassador that 
Francis had followed oth-
ers in turning a blind eye to 
the sexual misconduct of an 
American prelate, now-for-
mer Cardinal Theodore 
McCarrick.

A church investigation 
determined McCarrick’s 
sexually abused minors 
and adult seminarians, and 
Francis defrocked him 
in February. McCarrick’s 
penchant for bedding sem-
inarians was an open secret 
within some church circles 
since at least 2000.

The former Vatican am-
bassador, Archbishop Car-
lo Maria Vigano, blamed 
the scandal on Francis and 
called for him to resign in 
an unprecedented attack. 
The archbishop had ties to 
the well-funded right-wing 
of the U.S. church, and cler-
gy and lay people latched 
onto Vigano’s accusations. 
They questioned his com-
mitment to fighting clergy 
sexual abuse, although alle-
gations against McCarrick 
first arrived in the Vatican 
during the papacy of St. 
John Paul II.
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While many Capitol Hill 
Republicans want to avoid a re-
peat of the Affordable Care Act 
repeal debate, President Don-
ald Trump keeps promising 
a health plan that will be phe-
nomenal and make the GOP 
the party of health care.

Last month, Medicare chief 
Seema Verma said, “We’re 
actively engaged in conversa-
tions” on what to do. Earlier in 
August, Trump adviser Kelly-
anne Conway indicated an an-
nouncement might come this 
month.

Behind the pronounce-
ments lies a conundrum: 
whether to stray beyond ef-
forts underway to improve 
the nation’s health care system 
— loosening insurance regula-
tions, talking about drug pric-
es, expanding tax-free health 
savings accounts — to develop 
an overarching plan.

For the White House, it’s a 
fraught decision.

A comprehensive plan could 
be a lightning rod for oppo-
nents. Conversely, not hav-
ing a plan for replacing some 
of the most popular parts of 
Obamacare — such as its 
coverage protections for peo-
ple with pre-existing medical 
conditions — could leave the 
GOP flat-footed if an admin-
istration-supported lawsuit 
before the 5th Circuit Court of 
Appeals invalidates the sweep-
ing health law.

“This is a real conundrum. 
There is a risk with action or 
inaction,” said Dean Rosen, a 
Washington, D.C., health poli-
cy consultant who often advis-
es Republicans.

No matter how the 5th Cir-
cuit rules, its decision, which 
could come soon, is likely to be 
stayed while the issue heads to 
the Supreme Court. Such a de-
lay would give the administra-

tion time to flesh out a propos-
al if the appeals judges throw 
out the ACA, but it would also 
ensure that a health care debate 
is front and center during the 
presidential campaign.

Right now, polls show the 
public is focused on health 
costs, said professor Rob-
ert Blendon, who directs the 
Harvard Opinion Research 
Program, which studies public 
knowledge of health care and 
policy issues. Consumers are 
concerned about what they 
pay at the pharmacy counter or 
the sum of their insurance pre-
miums and deductibles.

“Most voters are not inter-
ested in another debate on a 
new health plan,” he said.

But if the 5th Circuit up-
holds a Texas ruling over-
turning the entire ACA, “that 
changes the entire framework,” 
said Blendon. “The adminis-
tration could not just say, ‘Oh, 
we’ll have something great.’ 

They would have to have 
something outlined.”

Supporters and critics say 
likely elements are already in 
plain sight, both in executive 
actions and proposals in the 
president’s budget as well as a 
little-noticed white paper re-
leased late last year.

The president has won 
praise from both conservatives 
and liberals for such things as 
his proposals to require hospi-
tals to post their actual, nego-
tiated prices, and some strate-
gies to lower drug prices. But 
legal battles within the health 
industry could thwart such ini-
tiatives.

On these topics, “a lot of 
what they’ve proposed has 
been pretty smart,” said Shawn 
Gremminger, senior director 
of federal relations at the liberal 
Families USA advocacy group.

Still, Gremminger points to 
other administration actions 
— loosening rules on health 

insurers to allow sales of what 
critics call junk insurance be-
cause they don’t have all the 
consumer protections of ACA 
policies, or promoting work 
requirements for Medicaid re-
cipients — as strong hints to 
what might be in any eventual 
election-related plan.

“I think what we’ll see is a 
lot of that same sort of stuff, 
warmed over and put into a 
new package,” Gremminger 
said. “We fully expect it will 
include a lot of really terrible 
ideas.”

For other policy clues, some 
advisers, like Brian Blase, a 
former special assistant to the 
president at the National Eco-
nomic Council, said look no 
further than that little-noticed 
2018 interagency report.

The 114-page document in-
cludes more than two dozen 
recommendations that broadly 
focus on loosening federal and 
state regulations, limiting hos-

pital and insurer market power 
and prompting patients to be 
more price-conscious shop-
pers.

Many are long-standing Re-
publican free-market favorites, 
such as increasing the use of 
health savings accounts, which 
allow consumers to set aside 
money, tax-free, to cover med-
ical expenses. Other ideas are 
not typically associated with 
the GOP, such as increased 
federal scrutiny of hospital and 
insurer mergers, which have 
driven up prices.

The paper also calls for less 
restrictive rules for the Medi-
care Advantage plans that offer 
an alternative to the tradition-
al fee-for-service Medicare. 
It would allow the advantage 
program to have smaller net-
works of doctors and hospi-
tals — presumably ones that 
agreed to charge less.

“The administration knows 

Trump hypes healthcare plan
President assures public of ‘phenomenal’ plan in the works; America grows fatigued over back-and-forth
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When Army veteran Eugene Milligan fell off a charity’s rolls for home-delivered Meals on Wheels because of a long stay in the 
hospital last winter, he had to rely on others such as his son, a local church and a generous off-duty nurse to bring him food.
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Army veter-
an Eugene Milligan is 75 years old and 
blind. He uses a wheelchair since losing 
half his right leg to diabetes and gets dial-
ysis for kidney failure.

And he has struggled to get enough to 
eat.

Earlier this year, he ended up in the 
hospital after burning himself while 
boiling water for oatmeal. The long stay 
caused the Memphis vet to fall off a char-
ity’s rolls for home-delivered Meals on 
Wheels, so he had to rely on others, such 
as his son, a generous off-duty nurse and 
a local church to bring him food.

“Many times, I’ve felt like I was starv-
ing,” he said. “There’s neighbors that 
need food too. There’s people at dialysis 
that need food. There’s hunger every-
where.”

Indeed, millions of seniors across the 
country quietly go hungry as the safety 
net designed to catch them frays. Near-
ly 8 percent of Americans 60 and older 
were food insecure in 2017, according to 
a recent study released by the anti-hun-
ger group Feeding America. That’s 5.5 
million seniors who don’t have consis-
tent access to enough food for a healthy 
life, a number that has more than dou-
bled since 2001 and is only expected to 
grow as America grays.

While the plight of hungry children 
elicits support and can be tackled in 
schools, the plight of hungry older 

Americans is shrouded by isolation 
and a generation’s pride. The problem 
is most acute in parts of the South and 
Southwest. Louisiana has the highest 
rate among states, with 12 percent of 
seniors facing food insecurity. Memphis 
fares worst among major metropolitan 
areas, with 17 percent of seniors like 
Milligan unsure of their next meal. Illi-
nois has 7.8 percent of its seniors who 
are food insecure.

Government relief falls short. One 
of the main federal programs helping 
seniors is starved for money. The Old-
er Americans Act — passed more than 
half a century ago as part of President 
Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society reforms 

— was amended in 1972 to provide for 
home-delivered and group meals — 
along with other services — for anyone 
60 and older. Its funding has lagged far 
behind senior population growth, as 
well as economic inflation.

The biggest chunk of the act’s bud-
get — nutrition services — dropped by 
8 percent over the past 18 years when 
adjusted for inflation, an AARP report 
found in February. Home-delivered and 
group meals have decreased by nearly 
21 million since 2005. Only a fraction 
of those facing food insecurity get any 
meal services under the act. A U.S. Gov-
ernment Accountability Office report 

Seniors face starvation

Special to The Prairie Press

Nationwide, nearly 8 percent of Americans 60 and older were food insecure in 2017, 
meaning they lacked consistent access to enough food. But rates varied in metro-
politan areas with populations of more than a million, from as high as 17 percent in 
Memphis to as low as 3 percent in Minneapolis-St. Paul.

See STARVING, Page 8B
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ST. MARY OF THE 
WOODS, Ind. — The Sis-
ters of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods, are 
inviting persons of all faith 
traditions to a three-part 
series on dementia, begin-
ning in September.

The first event, Sundays 
at the Woods: Dementia 
Basics and Helpful Tips, 
will take place from 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m. (EDT), Sun-
day, Sept. 15, at the Havlik 
Center in Providence Hall.

The second session will 
take place on Nov. 20, 
while the final session will 
take place on Jan. 8, 2020.

The series will be facili-
tated by Elizabeth Collins 
and Katie Harich, who 
serve the congregation as 
clinical care coordinator 
and the well-being coordi-
nator, respectively.

The first session will 
provide information on 
dementia, which is caused 
by a variety of brain ill-
nesses that affect memory, 
thinking behavior and the 
ability to perform every-
day activities.

“Nearly anyone will 
benefit from this series,” 
Collins said. “Recent sta-
tistics show that people 
older than 85 could have 
a form of dementia or will 
be caring for someone liv-
ing with dementia. Those 
desiring proactive learn-
ing to learn about how to 
identify early signs and 
ways to support or offset 
the effects of the disease 
and those wanting to 
learn more about effective, 
honest and caring ways to 
communicate with those 
living with any stage of de-
mentia will also benefit.”

The second session 
in November is titled 
Dementia: Approach 

Dementia 
seminars 
begin soon

See SEMINAR, Page 8B
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When he was 70, Jim 
Owen realized his success-
ful but sedentary career on 
Wall Street was impairing 
his health. That was when 
Owen, who turns 79 next 
month, began exercising. 

He chronicled his jour-
ney as an older person 
reclaiming his physical fit-
ness in “Just Move! A New 
Approach to Fitness After 
50.”

Now, a new study in the 
journal Frontiers in Physi-
ology backs up what Owen 
witnessed firsthand: Even 
if you’ve never worked out 
regularly and are older, 
your body has the same 
ability to build muscle 
mass.

A team at the University 
of Birmingham in the Unit-
ed Kingdom compared 
the ability of men to build 
muscle mass. They looked 
at two groups: People old-
er than 60 who exercised 
at least twice a week for at 
least 20 years, and those 
who didn’t have a consis-
tent workout routine. 

Participants had a mus-
cle biopsy 48 hours before 
consuming an isotope 
tracer drink and conduct-
ing a weight training ses-
sion, then another biopsy 
after finishing. The drink 
enabled the researchers 
to see how proteins were 
developing within the 
muscle.

Both groups had equal 
abilities to build muscle in 
response to exercise. 

“Our study clearly shows 
that it doesn’t matter if you 
haven’t been a regular exer-
ciser throughout your life: 
You can still derive ben-
efit from exercise when-
ever you start,” said lead 
researcher Leigh Breen, a 
lecturer at the university. 

“Obviously a long-term 
commitment to good 
health and exercise is the 
best approach to achieve 
whole-body health, but 

It’s never 
too late 
to start 
exercising

See EXERCISE, Page 8B

See PLAN, Page 8B

‘Dementia Basics 
and Helpful Tips’ 
kicks off three-
part series on 
dementia, Sept. 15
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where it is going on health 
care,” said Blase.

If the court strikes down 
the ACA, he expects the ad-
ministration to release a plan 
supporting generously funded 
state-based, high-risk pools.

Such pools existed in most 
states before the ACA. They 
helped provide coverage for 
people with preexisting condi-
tions who were denied policies 
by insurers. But the pools were 
expensive, so they often were 
underfunded, capped mem-
bers’ benefits and yielded long 
waiting lists.

PLAN
FROM PAGE 7B

SEMINAR
FROM PAGE 7B

even starting later on in life 
will help delay age-related 
frailty and muscle weak-
ness,” he said.

Although they’re already 
better off fitnesswise, the 
avid exercisers’ bodies 
synthesized protein at the 
same rate as the untrained 
individuals when it came 
to the specific resistance 
training exercise used, says 
Joe Masiello, a trainer and 
co-founder of Focus Per-
sonal Training Institute in 
New York City. 

“Physiologically, young-
er subjects have a greater 
advantage to building mus-
cle than older subjects,” 
Masiello said. 

Regardless of age, pro-
gressive overload is essen-
tial to avoid plateau. That 
means you have to apply 
adequate stimulus (or ex-
ercise stress) and variation 
consistently to continu-
ously build — and not just 
maintain — muscle. 

People new to working 
out may not be sure what 
to do to get a good workout 
or may try to do too much 
at first. This is why consult-
ing a doctor, working with 
a trainer, or both can be so 
beneficial. 

EXERCISE
FROM PAGE 7B

examining 2013 data found 83 
percent got none.

With the act set to expire 
Sept. 30, Congress is now con-
sidering its reauthorization and 
how much to spend going for-
ward.

Meanwhile, according to 
the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, only 45 percent of eli-
gible adults 60 and older have 
signed up for another source of 
federal aid — SNAP, the food 
stamp program for America’s 
poorest. Those who don’t are 
typically either unaware they 
could qualify, believe their 
benefits would be tiny or can 
no longer get to a grocery store 
to use them.

Even fewer seniors may have 
SNAP in the future. More than 
13 percent of SNAP house-
holds with elderly members 
would lose benefits under a 
recent Trump administration 
proposal.

For now, millions of seniors 
— especially low-income 
ones — go without. Across the 
nation, waits are common to 
receive home-delivered meals 
from a crucial provider, Meals 
on Wheels, a network of 5,000 
community-based programs. 
In Memphis, for example, the 
wait to get on the Meals on 
Wheels schedule is more than 
a year long.

Since malnutrition exacer-
bates diseases and prevents 
healing, seniors without steady, 
nutritious food can wind up 
in hospitals, which drives up 
Medicare and Medicaid costs, 
hitting taxpayers with an even 
bigger bill. Sometimes seniors 
relapse quickly after discharge 
— or worse.

Although more than a 
third of the Meals on Wheels 
money comes from the Old-
er Americans Act, even with 
additional public and private 
dollars, funds are still so lim-
ited that some programs have 
no choice but to triage peo-
ple using score sheets that 
assign points based on who 
needs food the most. Seniors 
coming from the hospital and 
those without family usually 
top waiting lists.

Nationally, “there are tens 
of thousands of seniors who 
are waiting,” said Erika Kelly, 

chief membership and advoca-
cy officer for Meals on Wheels 
America. “While they’re wait-
ing, their health deteriorates 
and, in some cases, we know 
seniors have died.”

James Ziliak, a poverty re-
searcher at the University of 
Kentucky who worked on the 
Feeding America study, said 
food insecurity shot up with 
the Great Recession, starting 
in the late 2000s, and peaked in 
2014. He said it shows no signs 
of dropping to pre-recession 
levels.

While older adults of all 
income levels can face diffi-
culty accessing and preparing 
healthy food, rates are high-
est among seniors in poverty. 
They are also high among mi-
norities. More than 17 percent 
of black seniors and 16 per-
cent of Hispanic seniors are 
food insecure, compared with 
fewer than 7 percent of white 
seniors.

A host of issues combine to 
set those seniors on a down-

ward spiral, said registered 
dietitian Lauri Wright, who 
chairs the Department of Nu-
trition and Dietetics at the 
University of North Florida. 
Going to the grocery store 
gets a lot harder if they can’t 
drive. Expensive medications 
leave less money for food. 
Chronic physical and mental 
health problems sap stamina 
and make it tough to cook. 
Inch by inch, hungry seniors 
decline.

As the Older Americans Act 
awaits reauthorization this fall, 
many senior advocates worry 
about its funding.

In June, the U.S. House 
passed a $93 million increase 
to the Older Americans Act’s 
nutrition programs, raising 
total funding by about 10 per-
cent to $1 billion in the next 
fiscal year. In inflation-adjusted 
dollars, that’s still less than in 
2009. It still has to pass in the 
Republican-controlled Senate, 
where the proposed increase 
faces long odds.

STARVING
FROM PAGE 7B

Some think the white 
paper is not so much a plan 
as a combination of policy 
ideas and political state-
ments, said Joe Antos at the 
conservative-leaning Amer-
ican Enterprise Institute.

Still, he doubts the GOP 
needs a comprehensive 
health proposal. Repub-
licans are more likely to 
gain politically by merely 
attacking the Democrats’ 
ideas, he said, especially if 
the Democratic nominee 
backs proposals for a fully 
government-funded health 
care system, such as the 
Medicare for All plans some 
candidates support.

is Everything, while the final 
session in January is titled 
Dementia-Related Caregiver 
Support.

“The three sessions intend 
to provide a well-rounded, 
holistic approach to the 
disease from knowledge 
about, to navigation through, 

to support of those living 
with or caring for someone 
with dementia,” Collins 
said.

There is no cost to attend 
the first session, but free 
donations will be accepted.

Cost for the final two 
sessions is $15 each. The 
registration deadline 
for the second session is 
Nov. 18, while the dead-
line for the Jan. 8 session 
is Jan. 6.

Learn more at Events.
Sistersof Providence.org or 
by calling 812-535-2860 or 
emailing kharich@spsmw.
org.

Special to The Prairie Press

“Many times, I’ve felt like I was starving,” says Milligan who is 
blind, lost half his right leg to diabetes, gets dialysis for kidney 
failure and has struggled to get enough to eat at his Memphis 
home.
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Puzzles CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. Doctor Who villainess, with “the”
5. Gauchos’ weapons
10. Slang term for claiming some-
thing
14. Long, long time
15. Chilled (2 wds)
16. “Mi chiamano Mimi,” e.g.
17. It has strings attached
19. Brook
20. Boom
21. Atlas enlargement
22. Gland controlling release of urine
26. “No problem”
30. Elevator directions (hyph.)
34. Hodgepodges
35. Fill
36. “Flying Down to ___”
37. Salon jobs
39. Person in charge of care of 
people or animals
42. “The Matrix” hero
43. Clothing
47. Administer extreme unction to
48. Man-made
51. Solitaire essentials
52. Not the entree
54. Past the prime
57. To that matter
62. ___ vera
63. Acting by itself (Machine)
66. “___ It Romantic?” (contraction)
67. One who works diligently at a 
trade
68. “Phooey!”
69. Kind of life
70. Dirty look
71. Small shelters

Down
1. Alternative to steps
2. Biology lab supply
3. “I, Claudius” role
4. Egyptian fertility goddess
5. Foul-up
6. Burdensome
7. On, as a lamp

8. Appear
9. “Comprende?”
10. “_____ if you do...”
11. Western blue flag, e.g.
12. Digestion aid
13. Preserve, in a way
18. Counter
21. Etc. in Polish
23. Marienbad, for one
24. Sylvester, to Tweety
25. Again
26. Structure resembling a horn
27. Roswell crash victim, supposedly
28. Curtain fabric
29. John ___ Passos
31. Command
32. Brandish
33. Ninth day before the ides

38. Fastener
40. German cathedral city
41. Biochemistry abbr.
44. Bauxite, e.g.
45. “Crikey!”
46. Snake movement
49. Holdings
50. 20-20, e.g.
53. Cut
54. When you receive money
55. “Not to mention ...”
56. Spiritual, e.g.
58. Deep
59. Almond
60. Drawn tight
61. Cutlass, e.g.
63. Automobile sticker fig.
64. Addition
65. Cloak-and-dagger org.

CROSSWORD

weigh more than Mount 
Everest. Mathematically they 
exist and they have enormous 
tensile strength. 

Like the line in Euclidean 
Geometry, they can thread 
through the wormhole and 
stretch on to infinity across the 
universe and with a tug-o-war 
action they could pull the ends 
apart. It actually takes two 
cosmic strings where the two 
strings in a closed loop wiggle 
wildly. The vibrations churn 
the fabric of space causing the 
energy to go negative and tem-
porarily stabilizing the hole. It 
is a little complex, but every 
component exists in theory 
and the solution is consistent 
with General Relativity. 

It answers many unsolved 
riddles. One being the entan-

glement problem long evading 
any explanation. These tunnels 
are implied by Einstein’s equa-
tions and such tunnels may be 
the mysterious link between 
subatomic particles known as 
quantum entanglement. This 
is the phenomena where sub-
atomic particles are entangled 
and the state of one member 
of the pair determines the state 
of the other, yet those particles 
might be on opposite sides of 
the universe. 

The quantum world is a 
never-ending source of con-
tradictions to explain. 

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON – Eastern 
Illinois University’s Doudna 
Fine Arts Center is bringing a 
wide array of music, dance and 
theater for the 2019-2020 per-
forming arts season.

The new season starts Sept. 
19 and 20 with two perfor-
mances of Cocktail Hour: The 
Show presented by Ballets with 
a Twist. The production brings 
the Mai Tai, Martini, Manhat-
tan and more to life through a 

theatrical mix of original chore-
ography, music and design. 

Singer-songwriter Iris De-
Ment performs Oct. 18 in the 
Dvorak Concert Hall. DeMent 
has never shied away form us-
ing her talent to address social 
and political issues.   

Churchill - A One Man Play 
written and performed by An-
drew Edlin is Nov. 9. Edlin’s 
performance as Sir Winston 
Churchill, at age 80, reviews 
the British statesman’s life from 
birth, including the World War 

II period with Churchill in his 
bunker pondering the go or not 
go question as Prime Minister.   

The Vienna Boys Choir per-
forms Nov. 14. The choir con-
sists of boys between the ages 
of 10 and 14, from dozens of 
nations. The choir visits virtual-
ly all European countries, and is 
a frequent guest in Asia, Austra-
lia and the Americas.  

 EIU’s Theatre Arts Depart-
ment presents a musical ver-
sion of “The Secret Garden” 
Nov. 14, 15, 16 and 17. 7:30 

p.m.  
“I’ve Got a Little TWIST!” 

by the New York Gilbert & Sul-
livan Players, Jan. 17, treats the 
audience to song and dance, 
beautiful ensemble singing and 
laugh out loud comedy.  

The 61st Annual EIU Jazz 
Festival welcomes the Mar-
quis Hill Blacktet Feb. 7. As 
one of Chicago’s most thrilling 
trumpeters, internationally re-
nowned musician, composer 
and bandleader, Hill and his 
longtime working group Black-

Doudna Fine Arts center announces lineup for new season
tet opens the jazz festival.  

The Kristina Reiko Coo-
per Trio presents Around the 
World with Love on Feb. 13 
with Cooper’s blend of multi-
media and music.

Combing her love of science 
and passion for theatre, New 
York actress Heather Massie 
stars in the one-woman show 
“Hedy! The Life & Inventions 
of Hedy Lamarr” in two shows 
March 11 and 12. The show re-
veals the unexpected scientific 
genius of 1940s Hollywood 
screen star and inventor Hedy 
Lamarr. Known as the most 
beautiful woman in the world, 
Lamarr also invented technol-
ogy found in cell phones and 
Bluetooth devices.  

The classical crossover group 
Duo 1717 performs in the Re-
cital Hall on March 26.  Using 

their Indian-Filipino-American 
and Haitian backgrounds, bari-
tone Jean Bernard Cerin and 
pianist Veena Kulkarni-Rankin 
fuse classical and world music 
along with storytelling to cele-
brate music from all around the 
globe.  

The Missoula Children’s 
Theatre, the nation’s largest 
touring children’s theater, re-
turns to EIU April 25 for a 
weeklong residency that cul-
minates in two productions 
in the Dvorak Concert Hall. 
The group will be casting local 
children in their production of 
“The Emperor’s New Clothes.”

More information about 
performance times and tick-
et pricing, including student 
and senior citizen discounts, is 
available at doudnatix.com or 
by calling 217-581-3110.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – Children 
grades three through six may 
register with Marshall Pub-
lic Library for a free monthly 
STREAM program held the 
third Tuesday of the month 
from after school to 4 p.m. The 
new year of STREAM pro-
gramming starts Sept. 17 and 
continues through April.  

September's STREAM is 
Survival Goes Green featuring 
green screens and survival ap-
plications. Students will create 
a real life survival scenario com-
plete with digital background. 
Videos completed by students 
will be available for viewing on 
the library’s Facebook page.  

Escape from the Pumpkin 
Patch is the October theme fea-
turing escape room challenges. 
Groups will be challenged at 
various stations to build, com-

pete and eat. 
Retired junior high science 

teacher Kathy English leads the 
program combining science, 
technology, reading, engineer-
ing, art and mathematics into 
stimulating hands-on activities. 

Each month children have 
the opportunity to collaborate, 
build and experiment using a 
variety of tools. 

Registration is required each 
month for this free program. All 
The program are at the library 
immediately after school until 
4 p.m. Guardians must send a 
note to the school the day of the 
program so students may be 
shuttled from the school to the 
library. Pick-up is at the library.

To register, or obtain more 
information, call the library 
at 217-826-2535, visit the li-
brary’s Facebook page or go 
online to www.marshallilli-
brary.com.  

STREAM powers Marshall kids

deep interest in how old other 
women were.

But, they were mortified 
when they received a ticket, and 
their age appeared in the news-
paper. We received a barrage of 
calls daily from angry women. 
Profanity was not lacking.

Eventually, we stopped run-
ning traffic tickets. The practice 
under the hand of a large news-
paper chain, which took over 
the late 1970s, ended it. Stuff 
like traffic tickets, misdemean-
or arrests and a multitude of 
things not deemed newswor-
thy were dropped.

But, it went further than that. 
All the little things of interest 
to people were swept away in 
the name of progress. Theories, 
studies and ideas came from 
the top of the chain, from peo-
ple who sat in big corporate 

offices.
To get local news that really 

interests people in small towns, 
the paper has get at the heart of 
a community, embrace all the 
little things. The big newspa-
pers cannot match it.

This newspaper is organized 
and built around the commu-
nity. It consolidates all these 
things in one package. Face-
book cannot do it; indeed, it 
has no interest in doing it.

Most people do not attend-
ed city council, school board, 
county board or the myriad of 
other public entities that affect 
our lives. It is right here.   

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He 
now writes columns for the fun 
of it, in which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email him 
at reynoldsharry1943@gmail.
com)

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B
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BY PATRICK MCCRELESS
Panama City News Herald

PANAMA CITY BEACH, 
Fla. (AP) — The threat of 
school shootings has been a 
fact of life for Julie Johnson 
her entire teaching career.

"When Columbine hap-
pened was my first-year 
teaching . . . after class I was 
just watching this all unfold," 
Johnson said, referring to the 
infamous 1999 high school 
shooting in Columbine, Col-
orado. "The horror struck me 
— 'what would I do?' "

Turns out, what she would 
do years later after training 
and many more school shoot-
ings, was quit her teaching job 
in Bay County to dedicate her-
self to educating other teach-
ers how to defend themselves 
and their classrooms.

Partnering with another 
local teacher, Scott Woody-
ard, and longtime martial arts 
instructor Carlos Cummings, 
Johnson recently opened 
Teachers Not Targets in Pan-
ama City Beach — a busi-

ness dedicated to increasing 
the survival rate of educators 
during the era of mass school 
shootings. With the help of a 
consulting board that includes 
former police and firefighters, 
the business offers services 
from regular self-defense and 
trauma treatment training to 
school risk assessments and 
classroom protection plans.

"They want to protect chil-
dren from harm," Cummings 
said of Johnson and Woody-
ard. "Because when stuff goes 
down at a school, law enforce-
ment isn't there yet, so then 
what do you do?"

After Columbine, John-
son, an English and yearbook 
journalism teacher at Arnold 
High School, took many 
courses during the years on 
how to protect classrooms 
and schools against potential 
shooters, then later started 
ongoing martial arts training. 
A turning point came for her 
though in 2017, when one 
of her students threatened to 
shoot up the classroom.

"He was intercepted by the 
school resource officer and 
arrested . . . but it dawned on 
me that the threat could start 
inside my own classroom," 

Johnson said.
Then the following year, 

Hurricane Michael hit and 
devastated the community.

Johnson said she could 
see the trauma the hurricane 
caused students, which made 
her think of the trauma stu-
dents must endure after a 
shooting.

"As bad as our trauma was, 
it wasn't like dealing with the 
trauma of someone shooting 
your friends," Johnson said. 
"I knew then that I could stay 
and make the best yearbook 
possible, but if something 
were to happen in a classroom 
and I hadn't used the knowl-
edge I had, how could I live 
with myself?"

So after teaching the previ-
ous summer school, Johnson 
decided to resign and dedi-
cate herself to preparing other 
teachers for the worst.

"It's a good idea," Cum-
mings said of the business. 
"Teachers have come to me 
and one of the parents has 
come to me, wanting me to do 
this."

Cummings has run his own 
mixed martial arts school in 
Panama City Beach for 15 
years. He's also spent many 

years providing tactical train-
ing to police and military.

"I've been overseas, not in 
the military, but I used to train 
military and police," Cum-
mings said.

When it comes to self-de-
fense and disarming shooters, 
Johnson's goal is to provide 
teachers ongoing training 
once a week.

"You need that ongoing 
self-defense . . . it might be 
five or six years later when you 
need it and you don't want to 
be rusty," Johnson said.

Johnson added she wants 
to provide schools with more 
than just generalized plans for 
a school shooting incident.

"Teachers need individ-
ual classroom plans," she 
said. "What we plan to do is 
go room by room and meet 
with teachers individually 
and make a plan . . . how to 
weaponize items in the class-
room."

Johnson said she's in talks 
with Bay District Schools offi-
cials and board members, but 
also is reaching out to other 
school systems.

"One of the schools in 
Denver, Colorado, wants us," 
Cummings said. "They want 

to fly us out and see what we 
have."

Still, Johnson wants to 
make teachers in Bay County 
her priority if possible.

"You just think of Park-
land and it's heartbreaking," 
Johnson said, referring to 
the 2018 Stoneman Douglas 
High School shooting in Park-
land, in which 17 people were 
killed. "I want Florida to turn 

that around and show that it's 
doing its best to protect kids 
and I want Bay County to be 
the best example."

Teachers not Targets can 
be contacted at 321-987-1498 
or by email at teachersnot-
targets@gmail.com, or visit 
them at 1816 Allison Ave. in 
Panama City Beach. For more 
information, visit https://
teachersnottargets.com/.

Teachers start school shooting preparation business
Teachers not Targets 
teaches self-defense 
and disarmament

Special to The Prairie Press
Lisa Johnson, CEO of Teachers Not Targets, holds professional 
fighter Justin Williams in an arm bar during practice in Panama 
City, Fla. Johnson left teaching to start the company this sum-
mer after becoming convinced the best way to protect students 
during a school shooting is to take an offensive approach — 
including hand-to-hand combat with the shooter. She hopes to 
train educators how to fight people with guns in a classroom 
and defend their students.

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois’ 
judicial branch will use its first 
budget increase in six years in 
part to alleviate costs paid by 
local governments, court offi-
cials said.

This is the first time in al-
most 30 years the state’s courts 
were allocated the financial re-
sources by the General Assem-
bly to fully reimburse counties 
for salaries and probation ser-
vices, an official said.

The Supreme Court, which 
has authority over all courts in 
Illinois, received an appropri-
ation of just more than $405 
million from the state’s main 
checking account. That is a 
bump of about $60.5 million 
from each of the previous five 
years, in which the judiciary 
had a flat budget.

“While substantial, this long 
overdue increase is hardly a 

windfall,” Chief Justice Lloyd 
Karmeier wrote in a column 
on the Supreme Court’s Illi-
noiscourts.gov website. “Rath-
er than fund new initiatives, it 
will be used primarily to catch 
up on existing financial respon-
sibilities that have continued 
to rise even as our budget re-
mained stagnant.”

Statute mandates the Su-
preme Court reimburse coun-
ties for probation costs. Instead 
of being locked in a jail cell, a 
person on probation is allowed 
to contribute to their commu-
nities, keep a job and maintain 
contact with their family, Kara 
McCaffrey, assistant director of 
Administrative Services, said. 
It is a period of supervision 
different from parole, which is 
overseen and paid for by the 
Department of Corrections.

“Because of shortening the 
judicial branch of their request-
ed amounts, those shortages 

Additional money for Illinois court will benefit local governments
were passed on through proba-
tion back to the communities 
simply because the court has 
very limited options in their 
budget,” Rich Adkins, assistant 
director of Probation Services, 
said.

He added the judiciary was 
able to reimburse counties 
at 62 percent of what the law 
mandates due to the level of 
funding it received. With the 
new allocation, the rate will be 
100 percent.

“We are putting the increase 
that was approved by the 
governor and the Legislature 
straight back to the local coun-

ties to try and help the years 
of inadequate funding, even 
though it was statutorily man-
dated,” McCaffrey said.

Services in some counties 
were diminished, depending 
on taxpayers’ ability or local 
leaders’ willingness to bear the 
financial burden. Those includ-
ed the decreased supervision 
of adult and juvenile offenders 
and pretrial services. 

Problem-solving courts, 
those specially designed to 
work with people who have 
substance abuse issues, mental 
health needs or who are veter-
ans, were also impacted. 

Adkins said some counties 
used a monthly fee collected 
from probation clients to fill in 
the gap of the funding for the 
reimbursement of probation 
officers’ salaries. That fee is tar-
geted for a variety of services to 
improve the wellbeing of the 
probationer — mental health 
and substance abuse treat-
ment, for example.

The judiciary’s flat budget 
was a result of a more than 
two-year budget impasse be-
tween the General Assembly 
and former Republican Gov. 
Bruce Rauner. Karmeier wrote 
that, “conflict …exacerbated 

the state’s financial woes and 
sent the courts scrambling to 
find new strategies for meet-
ing their obligations under the 
law.”

He added, “Now, and 
throughout my tenure on the 
Illinois Supreme Court, [the 
judicial branch’s] members 
have carried out their Con-
stitutional responsibilities in 
a collegial, cooperative and 
completely professional way. 
If any dysfunction has plagued 
us, it has come from the other 
branches of government.”

This is the last year of Kar-
meier’s term as chief justice.

Rebecca Anzel/Capitol News Illinois

lllinois Supreme Court Chief Justice Lloyd Karmeier, second 
from the left, tells state representatives March 27 the judicial 
branch needs additional funding for the probation system, 
which helps keep nonviolent offenders out of jail. Also pictured 
are, from left, Kara McCaffrey, assistant director of the Adminis-
trative Office of the Illinois Courts; Marcia Meis, director of the 
Administrative Office and Susan Clancy Boles, chief judge of the 
16th Judicial Circuit in Kane County.
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Lamp Repair and special order 
Lamp Shades (fabric or hard 
back)  Arcola, IL  217-493-3333

Spesard Culvert Sales, 
Ridge Farm, IL. Steels and 
aluminum culverts. Plastic tile 
and fittings. 8-inch to 36-inch in 
stock. Up to 144-inch available. 
217-304-1005.

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

Spencer Siding & Soffit & 
Window Replacement
& Construction  phone 
217-264-1567

 

15459 E 1700th Rd 
September 6 & 7    7:30  - 3:00 
North on Rte. 1, turn East on 
Horace Brocton Rd., 3rd house 
on left.  N.R.F.A.
clothes, scrubs, dishes & misc.

Brocton Garage Sale 
BROCTON GARAGE SALE

5918 E 1700 Rd
Corner of Brocton & Shiloh Rd 
September 12, 13 & 14
Thu 9 am-5 pm, Fri 8 am-5 pm  
Sat 8 am-?
Downsizing - Quitting Antique 
Business

Antiques      
Furniture-All Kinds        
Display Shelves            
Storage Cabinets
Crocks-All Sizes
Metal Washtub (on stand)
Household Items
New Items
Clothing-Shoes-Purses
Longaberger
Electric Guitar
Lamps-Linens

Too Much To List-
Lots of Misc

No Early Sales
Rain or Shine

Brannick - Craig

11350 Blackhawk Subdivision 
Multi Family Garage Sale
Sept. 6-7;   
Fri 8-4  &  Sat 8-12 noon
Kitchen items, home decor, 
crafts, wall art, movies.  Name 
brand clothing - boys sz Jr.-
men’s med; girls sz Jr.-women’s; 
toddler sz xs-lg; toys & too 
much too list.  You don’t want to 
miss this one!

FARM SHOP CLOSEOUT-
TOOLS, ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTABLES, SPORTS
Sept. 20   2-6   
Sept. 21    8-3
8970 State Rt. 49 north of 
Kansas, IL

Vermilion County IL farm 
looking for farm operators to 
run grain cart & chisel plow & 
etc. Must have some experience 
& good references.
Call 217-896-2040 or email 
Vernon@candarg.com

Vermillion County IL farm 
needs drivers with or who can 
get Class A CDL license to haul 
grain, water & fertilizer. Must 
have good driving record & 
references.
Call 217-896-2040 or email 
Vernon@candarg.com

Vermillion County IL farm
needs an agronomist to 
monitor crops. Position 
includes opportunity to do farm 
operations also. 
Call 217-896-2040 or email 
Vernon@candarg.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE  
P.T./F.T.
Commission only! Call for 
details!  
Call 217-821-8635

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

State of Illinois Surplus 
Property Online Auction 
- WEEKLY Auctions throughout 
the year! Equipment, watches, 
boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry 
and much more...
IBid.Illinois.gov

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled
Taking applications
Unfurnished, No pets
Adults Only. $425.00/month
For viewing call 217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800
Leave message

HOME FOR RENT
Nice 3 bedrm country home 
N of Paris available August 
9, 2019. $625.00 + deposit. 
References required. 
217-264-1379 leave message

HOUSE FOR RENT
2 bedrm, appliances furnished, 
2 story, quiet neighborhood, in 
District 95. Deposit required. 
References. No pets. $600/
month  phone: 217-251-7513

FOR RENT: Nice 2 Bdrm, 1 Ba., 
appliances included. No pets. 
$600/mo + deposit. References 
required. 217-264-1379 leave 
message

FOR RENT
Nice 3 BR country home 
in the Crestwood school 
district. $600.00/mo + deposit. 
References required.  217-264-
1379 leave message

HOUSE FOR SALE
704 Bradley St., Paris
Call 217-264-1740

FOR CASH RENT in
 Hunter Twp.;

Section 3, 36A along Co. Rd 
1800 East & 31 A. east of that. 

Please send bids to Glenn 
Miller, 9142 Co. Rd. 975 E, 
McLeansboro, IL  62859

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Apartment For Rent
Nice 1 bedroom. Water and 
garbage included. $420 
deposit,$420 per month
Call 217-466-8280

Nice 1 Bedroom apt.
$525/mo + Deposit.
Call 217-466-8210

For Rent
1 bedroom apartment. phone 
217-463-8800. Leave message. 
$450.00/month plus deposit

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
3,783 sq. ft. Parking for 30 cars 
or trucks. $10.00 per sq.ft. with 
utilities included. 
Call 217-466-8210

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

FOR SALE
Salsa and canning tomatoes.
.65 - .75 cents per pound
call 217-822-4856

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on August 20, 2019 a certifi-
cate was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:
CARDINAL LOT CLEANING & 
MAINTENANCE
Located at : 10872 N 1545th St, 
Paris, IL 61944
Owner(s): Joe Scheiner
Dated: August 20, 2019
August H. Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby 
given that on August 19, 2019 a 
certificate was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of Edgar 
County, Illinois, setting forth the 
names and post office address 
of all of the persons owning, 
conducting and transacting the 
business known as:
TRIPLE BARN FARM

Located at: 14960 E 500th Rd., 
Paris, IL 61944

Owner(s): Lori K. Wiley

Dated: August 19, 2019

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

Storage Express will hold 
public auctions ending on 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2019, to 
satisfy liens held on delinquent 
accounts located at the below 
properties and ending at the 
assigned times. The auction is 
an online action conducted at 
www.storagetreasures.com
610 E JASPER ST, PARIS, 
IL@12:00 PM CST; Amanda 
Fulford (309-057); Doris Sharp 
(309-053; 309-054); Jessy L 
Spencer (309-140)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
ROBERT WAYNE THOMPSON

Deceased

No. 2019-P-36

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
ROBERT WAYNE THOMPSON. 
Letters of Office were issued 
on August 20, 2019 to TERESA 
L. FONTANA, 1115 Cherry Point 
Street, Paris Illinois 61944, as 
Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney is Bruce Baber.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of Angie 

Barrett, Clerk of the Court, 
Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, Illinois 61944, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before March 26, 2020 at least 
6 month from the date of the 
1st publication), and any claim 
not filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been filed.

Dated the 29th day of August, 
2019.

TERESA L. FONTANA, 
Independent Administrator

Bruce Baber
Attorney for the Independent 
Administrator
216 East Wood Street
Post Office Box 6
Paris, Illinois 61944
(217) 463-3225
baber@midwestfirst.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the Estate of
WILLIAM DEAN KERNS, 

Deceased

No: 2019-P-42

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
William Dean Kerns.  Letters of 
Office were issued on August 28, 
2019, to Brenda Kay Burman, 
2802 N. Elm Ln., Arlington 
Hts., IL  60004 as Independent 
Executor whose attorney is 
Karen L. Burkybile, 15175 US 
HWY 150, Paris, IL 61944.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or 
both on or before March 2, 2020, 
(at least 6 months from the date 
of the 1st publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney withiin 10 
days after it has been filed.

Dated this 30th day of August, 
2019.  
Brenda Kay Burman, 
Representative

Karen L. Burkybile
Attorney At Law
15175 US HWY 150
Paris, Il  61944
(217) 465-5525

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY,  PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,   
Plaintiff,
vs.    

THE HEIRS AND LEGATEES AT 
LAW OF KAREN SUE DEVERS
DECEASED, 
ILLINOIS HOUSING AUTHORITY, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, and  
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,  
Defendants.   

NO. 2018-MR-86

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
PROPERTY

A.Legal Description of 
Propertyto be sold:
A part of Out Lot No. 53 to the 
City of Paris described as begin-
ning at a point on the North line 
of Union Street in said City 1055 
feet 4 inches West of the East 
line of Section 1 in Township 13 
North and in Range 12 West of 
the 2nd P.M., thence West 50 
feet, thence North to the South 
line of the right of way of the 
C.C.C. & St. L.R.R. Co., thence 
Northeasterly along said line 
to a point due North of the 
beginning point, thence South 
to the place of beginning.
PREIN:  09-18-01-228-004
B.Common Address of Property 
to be sold:
331 E. Union St.,  Paris, Illinois
C.Location of Sale:
2nd Floor, Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois.
D.Date and Time of Sale:
September 23, 2018, 11:30 a.m.
E.Terms of Sale:
10% down on sale date, balance 
due upon confirmation of sale 
and closing.
F.Contact for further informa-
tion and inspection of property:
RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
FRUIN & KASH
Attorney for the City of Paris
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone:  217-465-4196
Fax:  217-466-1213
G.Description of improvements 
on subject property: None

FRUIN & KASH
129 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE
PARIS, IL 61944
Telephone:  217-465-4196
Fax:  217-466-1213

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

MULTI-CONSIGNOR LIVE/ONLINE AUCTION
Sun. September 8th @ NOON IL TIME 

Furniture, Antiques, Primitives, Collectibles, Metal Signs
A Full Rack Wagon of Uncatalogued Tools 

Click “Online Bidding” at calliebaberauction.com
Special Guest Auctioneer:  Nick Holly

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

ON-SITE LIVE AUCTION
Sat. September 28th, Dennison, IL

Time & Auction Location Details Coming Soon! 

HELP WANTED
PERMANENT, FULL-TIME POSITIONS 

available immediately in agricultural 
office. Salary range$30,344 - $54,670 

per year. A copy of the vacancy 
announcement is available at Edgar 
County FSA,11759 IL Hwy 1, Paris, IL 

61944. Applications must be submitted 
through USAJobs.gov by the closing
date of announcement. We recognize 

and appreciate the benefits of diversity 
in the workplace. People who share this 
belief and reflect a diverse background 
are encouraged to apply. This vacancy
announcement closes September 18, 

2019 and applications must be received 
by that date. 

The USDA/FSA is an Equal Opportunity 
Provider, Employer, and Lender.

Edgar County Farm Service Agency
11759 IL Hwy 1
Paris, IL 61944

Phone:  217/465-5325 x 2
Fax:  855/705-9693

View this property at 
www.gardner-whitworth.com 
or www.realtor.com or call 

Gardner-Whitworth & 
Associates, REALTORS, Inc.

415 S. 17th St., Mattoon, IL 61938

217-234-7444 
MLS #6190231, $82,500

FOR SALE
803 North Front St., Kansas, IL 

Affordable 2-unit Duplex in Kansas, IL.  Each unit has approximately 
1,080 sq. ft, 3 bedrooms,  2 baths, and attached garage(s).  This duplex 

has good income rental history whether you decide to live in one unit or not.   

FOR SALE

107 Bradley Dr., Paris IL

CALL 217-264-1740

HOUSE FOR SALEHOUSE FOR SALE

HELP WANTED
- Dishwasher

- Kitchen staff
- Servers

On the job training is provided. Applicant must possess 
good communication skills, be able to work in a fast-
paced environment, and be willing to work nights and 
weekends. Serious inquiries only. Apply in person at 

Joe's Pizza, 226 W Court St, Paris, IL.
 No phone calls please.

Local Healthcare Business Offering
Full-Time Customer Service Position

Applicant must possess
• Good Reasoning Skills
• Good Communication     
   Skills
• Ability to Multask

• Strong Work Ethic
• Detail Oriented Skills
• Proficient Computer   
   Skills

• MOST IMPORTANTLY, the applicant must have 
the ability and desire to courteously interact 
with the public in person, on the phone, and with 
digital methods of communications.

Please send your resume with a detailed work 
history to: 

Prairie Press, BOX C
101 N Central, Paris, IL 61944

Qualified applicants will be contacted directly.

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach homes 
and businesses in Edgar County, three heavy-duty, all-weather 
signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 fluorescent green 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale checklist, sales 
record form.  All for $10.00!!!! 

EXPECT
MORE

GET  
MORE

News
Commentary

Sports 
Advertising 

Quality

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net



NANCY ZEMAN,  
217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

CONTACT  
US:

CONTACT  YOUR  
LEGISLATOR

SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

REP. BRAD HOLBROOK (R)
217-782-8388
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. CHRIS MILLER (R)  
217-558-1040
repcmiller.com

SATURDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 7, 2019 12B

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.netSTATE

HAVE YOUR SAY

Comptroller report optimistic
FY 2018 report is first since budget impass, says state’s finances are bad but improving
BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The state 
of Illinois ran up a deficit of 
more than $7.7 billion in the 
fiscal year that ended June 
30, 2018. But as bad as that 
sounds, it was only about half 
as bad as the $14.6 billion defi-
cit amassed the year before.

That’s one of the conclu-
sions from the latest Compre-
hensive Annual Financial Re-
port that Comptroller Susana 
Mendoza released Thursday, 
Aug. 29. It’s the first such re-
port released since the end of 
the state’s historic two-year 
budget impasse during former 
Republican Gov. Bruce Raun-
er’s administration.

The 397-page report offers 
an intensely detailed look at 
the state’s overall financial 
condition as well as an anal-
ysis of economic factors that 
could affect state finances into 
the future.

It notes, for example, that 
spending on health and so-

cial services accounted for 
the largest single area of state 
spending during the year, to-
taling nearly $28.9 billion, or 
almost 41 percent of the state’s 
budget. That was followed by 
education, including K-12 
and higher education, which 
accounted for $20.2 billion, or 
28.5 percent of state spending.

According to the report, the 
state’s overall financial con-
dition improved during that 
fiscal year, which began July 
1, 2017, largely because the 
final budget plan that passed 
in late August of that year in-
cluded significant increases 
in both individual and corpo-
rate income tax rates coupled 
with authority to issue bonds 
backed by future tax receipts 
that were pledged to pay down 
debts that were incurred in 
prior years.

The 2017-2018 budget 
plan also gave the state au-
thority to transfer money 
out of various funds into the 
general fund, and to borrow 

from other funds, in order to 
defray operating costs. It also 
provided options for certain 
state employees to accept vol-
untary buyouts of their pen-
sion benefits – cash now in 
exchange for future pension 
payments.

Even with those measures, 
the report noted the state’s 
overall net position – essen-
tially the difference between 
all of its tangible assets and 
all of its liabilities, a statistic 
used to measure the overall fi-
nancial health of a business or 
government – was a negative 
$136 billion. 

Still that was also better 
than the negative $184 billion 
net position reported at the 
end of the 2017 fiscal year, 
an indicator  the state’s over-
all financial health improved 
during the year.

Looking forward, the re-
port noted the state faces a 
number of continuing under-
lying financial weaknesses that 
will affect the state’s ability to 

meet its financial obligations 
in the future.

Chief among those, accord-
ing to the report, is the state’s 
ability to manage its cash flow. 
Almost consistently since No-
vember 2000, during Repub-
lican Gov. George Ryan’s ad-
ministration, Illinois has been 
running a deficit – bills on 
hand exceeding available cash 
– in its general revenue fund. 

That’s largely the result of 
something that has become a 
common practice in Illinois 
over the past 20 years, known 
as deferred liabilities, which 
allows the state to incur obli-
gations in one year and to pay 
them off with revenue from 
the following year.

Illinois ended the 2018 
fiscal year with just over $2.2 
billion in deferred liabilities, a 
decrease of nearly $3.9 billion 
from the previous year.

Illinois also faced an esti-
mated $133.6 billion in long-
term unfunded pension lia-
bilities at the end of the 2018 

fiscal year, plus another $55 
billion in other postemploy-
ment obligations, including 
health, dental, vision and life 
insurance for retired state and 
university employees.

Finally, the state faces a 
large amount of long-term 
debt. Illinois ended the year 
with roughly $30 billion in 
general obligation debt – or 
debt backed by the full faith 
and credit of the state – plus 
another $2.3 billion in spe-
cial obligation debt, which is 
backed by revenues specifical-
ly pledged to pay off that debt.

Interest and principal pay-
ments on that debt totaled 
nearly $3.8 billion during the 
fiscal year.

Although improvement was 
dramatic in fiscal year 2018, 
the state is far from recovery 
of the damage during the two-
year budget impasse, and sys-
tematic budgetary issues still 
impede further significant re-
ductions in the state’s unpaid 
bills, the report stated.

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — 
Catholic protestors rallied 
at the Illinois Statehouse 
Wednesday, Sept. 4, de-
nouncing lawmakers’ re-
cent expansion of abortion 
rights and potential votes 
to further that agenda.

Led by Father Edward 
Ohm, of the Diocese of 
Peoria and based in Lin-
coln, a group of about 30 
met to ensure their legis-
lators know they are not 
in favor of laws recently 
enacted by the General 
Assembly and Democrat-
ic Gov. J.B. Pritzker, in-
cluding the Reproductive 
Health Act and a package 
of tax increases.

The Reproductive 
Health Act created access 
to abortion, birth control, 
pregnancy benefits and ex-
ams, among other services, 
as a fundamental right, 
which means no level of 
government can infringe 
upon a man’s or woman’s 
access. 

Ohm said his frustration 
first began when taxpay-
er-funded abortion be-
came legal under former 
Republican Gov. Bruce 
Rauner. The RHA man-
dates private insurance 
companies regulated by 
the state to cover abortion 
procedures if they also 
cover pregnancy-related 
benefits.

He added he is opposed 
to the abortion rights leg-
islators’ next initiative, re-
pealing a statute that man-
dates minors consult their 
parents before getting the 
procedure. 

Meanwhile, high taxes 
in Illinois, Ohm said, are, 
“wreaking havoc on peo-
ple’s lives.”

“Churches need peo-
ple to help them when 
it comes to keeping the 
doors open on the week-
ends,” he said. “...The funds 
are not as plentiful as they 
used to be because more 
people are paying taxes 
and, on top of that, more 
people are moving out of 
state.”

TERROR ATTACK MARKED THE PUBLIC CONSCIOUSNESS

Special to The Prairie Press

United Airlines Flight 175 flies toward the South Tower of the World Trade Center while the North Tower burns on Sept. 11, 
2001. The attacks on New York and the Pentagon as well as the crash of Flight 93 all occurred 18 years ago. Students now 
enrolled in colleges and universities have no memory of the attacks as they were either infants or not born yet.

Catholics 
at Capitol 
protest 
abortion 
bills and 
high taxes
Diocese of 
Peoria expresses 
disagreement with  
abortion legislation

BY STEVEN SPEARIE
The State Journal-Register

Jordan Bruder is too young to re-
member the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks.

But she recalls growing up believ-
ing the blame for the 9/11 attacks was 
squarely put on Muslim people, an in-
dictment some people in the towns she 
grew up in south central Illinois contin-
ue to harbor about the terrorist attacks 
on the World Trade Center in New York 
City and the Pentagon in Washington, 
D.C., that killed nearly 3,000 people.

“Everything was whitewashed for 
me,” said Bruder, a sophomore study-
ing business and political science at 
Lincoln Land Community College in 
Springfield.

That re-orientation —a self-discov-
ery, Bruder termed it — began with 
talking with her father, Eric Bruder, a 
middle-school history teacher, as well 
as doing her own research about 9/11.

“That’s made all the difference for 
me,” Bruder said. “Being a hateful per-
son, that came from a place of igno-
rance. Now I feel I can go out into the 
world and be more tolerant.”

Bruder is part of a generation, now 
entering college, that has no direct 
memory of that day or weren’t even 
born yet. It's giving professors new 
challenges and new audiences to teach 
about one of the most defining mo-
ments of the history of the United 
States. And to older people who have 
their where-were-you stories about 
9/11, that gap can be jarring, if under-
standable.

College students may know about 
the events and the significance of them, 
said Christopher McDonald, a profes-
sor of political science at LLCC, but 
they aren’t able to experience the same 
visceral impact of those who watched 

the horror from 18 years ago.
McDonald, who teaches an Early 

Start program for high school seniors 
for LLCC, has seen this moment com-
ing.

“There’s a distance for these stu-
dents,” McDonald acknowledged. 
“They sense it’s really important, 
though.”

“I feel like these (students) are sup-
posed to feel like (9/11) resonates, but 
it doesn't,” said Kristen Chenoweth, the 
director of admissions at MacMurray 

College in Jacksonville, who also teach-
es a freshman seminar class. “They 
know it was something serious, but it's 
not really tied to their lives in any tan-
gible way.”

But Karen Contreras, a student at 
the University of Illinois at Springfield 
who is originally from Palatine, said 
even if today's students don't personal-
ly remember it or don't have a person-
al story about it, "We understand how 
momentous it was and continues to be.”

“You don’t forget.”

Born in the shadow of 9/11
Generation of college stu-
dents grows up affected by 
terrorist attacks

Ted Schurter/The State Journal-Register

Jordan Bruder added political science classes to her curriculum at Lincoln Land 
Community College after learning more about the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 
2001, in a class there. Bruder was an infant in 2001.

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – A 
Sangamon County Circuit 
Court judge has declined 
to hear a lawsuit challeng-
ing the constitutionality of 
two of the state’s general 
obligation bond issuances, 
but the lead plaintiff in the 
case has vowed to appeal. 

John Tillman, CEO of 
the Illinois Policy Institute, 
a conservative-leaning 
think tank, filed a petition 
in July seeking permission 
to challenge the legality of 
bonds the state issued in 
2003 and 2017, arguing 
they violated the Illinois 
Constitution’s require-
ment that such debt may 
be issued only for specific 
purposes.

At issue were $10 billion 
inpension funding bonds 
the state issued in 2003, 
early in Democratic Gov. 
Rod Blagojevich’s adminis-
tration, and another $15.2 
billion the state issued in 
2017 to pay down debts 
owed by the state employ-
ee health insurance sys-
tem. The latter was part of 
a budget package that end-
ed the state’s historic two-
year budget impasse which 
occurred under former 
Republican Gov. Bruce 
Rauner.

At the time the lawsuit 
was filed July 1, Tillman as-
serted, roughly $14.35 bil-
lion remained outstanding.

Tillman, who filed the 
suit as a private citizen, and 
co-plaintiff Warlander As-
set Management LP, a New 
York-based hedge fund 
that holds some of the 
outstanding bonds, sought 
an order to block the state 
from making further pay-
ments on the bonds.

State Treasurer Michael 
Frerichs, who was named 
as a defendant in the case, 
called the lawsuit, “another 
political stunt by Mr. Till-
man and the extremists 
at the Illinois Policy In-
stitute,” and on Thursday, 
Circuit Judge Jack D. Davis 
II seemed to agree, saying 
the statutes authorizing 
the bonds provided ample 
specificity about their pur-
poses.

“Despite Tillman striv-
ing mightily to do so, he 
cannot ignore the plain 
language of the statutes in 
question,” Davis wrote in 
a four-page order. “Till-
man’s proposed complaint 
is chock-full of conclu-
sory and argumentative 
statements describing the 
financial condition of the 
state that are irrelevant and 
which the court must dis-
regard. Indeed, it resem-
bles far more of a political 
stump speech than it does 
a legal pleading.”

The judge also said al-
lowing the case to move 
forward, “would result in 
an unjustified interference 
with the application of 
public funds,” and that Till-
man was asking the court 
to, “address a non-justicia-
ble political question and 
substitute its judgment 
for the Illinois Legislature 
some two decades after it 
occurred.”

Under Illinois law, be-
fore a citizen can file a 
suit seeking to block the 
spending of public funds, 
they must first get per-
mission from the court 
by showing reasonable 
grounds. It was that peti-
tion seeking permission to 
file a suit that Davis reject-
ed Thursday.

Tillman issued a state-
ment late Thursday blast-
ing the decision and vow-
ing to appeal.

Judge 
throws out 
lawsuit over 
state bonds
Illinois Policy 
Institute CEO 
Tillman vows to 
appeal the ruling
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